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Why Use Organic Gardening Products?

By Suzan Ormandy, Mc Donnell Nursery Orinda

“I’m not going to eat
azaleas, so why should [ use
organic fertilizer on them?”
our nursery customers often
ask. Why indeed, especially
as organic products cost a
bit more than their synthetic
counterparts. We at Mc-
Donnell Nursery, in Orinda,
promote the use of garden-
ing products and methods
that are as natural as possi-
ble for several reasons.

First, they have less
impact on our environment,
including big resources like
the water table to little crea-
tures, like beneficial bees,
our pets and our kids. This
is obvious in the case of pes-
ticides and herbicides, but
let’s get specific with the ex-
ample of snail baits: a one-
pound container of Sluggo
at $9.99 has iron sulfate as
its active ingredient, some-
thing that not only improves
your soil but also is safe
around pets and wildlife; on
the other hand. a one-pound
container of a popular syn-
thetic bait, costing $8.99 and
comprised of methaldehyde
and carbaryl is “extremely
toxic” to fish, “may be fatal
to pets,” and is potentially
toxic to the human central
nervous system. (Most of
this information is taken
straight from the label.) That
extra dollar seems pretty
cheap given the alternative.

Another reason to
choose organic products is
that they create more natural

conditions and growth. As
for conditions, healthy gar-
dens begin with healthy soil,
and revitalizing it with Soul
Soup, a worm-compost tea,
couldn’t be more effective —
or natural. The microorgan-
isms from this product and

from other organic amend-
ments like E. B. Stone’s

Flower and Vegetable Plant-
ing Mix or generic compost
and mulches encourage
habitation by earthworms
and similar tiny critters that
improve soil structure,
which in turn promotes
healthy root systems for

stronger plants. More or-
ganic matter results in flour-
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ishing micro life in our soil
and eventually flourishing
plant life in our gardens.
Also, plants that develop
naturally — albeit more
slowly— are less prone to
insect invasions.

While the quick new
growth produced by syn-
thetic fertilizers may be im-
pressive in the short run, it is
more attractive to aphids
and many other undesirable
insects. Using synthetic fer-
tilizers with high percent-
ages of nitrogen,
phosphorous and potassium
— like a popular 15-30-15
formulation — is a little like
giving your plants steroids:
you’ll probably get big re-
sults fast, but that’s not nec-
essarily a good thing. As
noted above, plants become
more vulnerable to some in-
sects and diseases, and the
environment also suffers be-
cause plants can’t generally
take up such high concentra-
tions of these nutrients and
the excess runs off, eventu-
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ally finding its way to the
water table. Again, not a
good thing, and one that
goes against the increasingly
popular and smart idea of
sustainability.

Also, given the recent
frost damage and loss that
many of our gardens suf-
fered, remember that fast
new growth also makes
plants more vulnerable to
frost. Any season is good
for organic product use, but
in Winter it is especially rec-
ommended.

Many Lamorinda home-
owners devote much time
and money to achieving lush
lawns and are skeptical that
organic products work for
this. Actually, the goal of
healthy green lawns can be
facilitated more effectively
by organic products like E.
B. Stone’s Nature’s Green
Lawn Food. Like most of
today’s organic fertilizers, it
contains both humic acid
and mycorrhizae, both of
which encourage robust root
systems. Strong roots pro-
duce healthy disease- and
pest-resistant turf. This re-
sult can be enhanced further
by top dressing your lawn
with a thin layer of organic
matter like our store-brand
Forest Blend as well as two
or three applications of Soil
Soup (applied with a hose-
end sprayer) per growing
season.

Because even the health-
iest lawns and plant beds de-
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velop weeds, many garden-
ers turn to pre-emergent her-
bicides to reduce these
intruders. Our nursery sells
a corn gluten pre-emergent
weed preventer which sells
for only a bit more than its
chemical counterpart
($23.99 vs. $20.99/10-1b.)
and is equally effective and
much safer to use.

Even simple household
woes like ants, fleas and
roaches can be effectively
remedied with organic prod-
ucts. Diatomaceous earth,
for example, can be used in-
doors and out. It is com-
prised primarily of
microscopic algae with sil-
ica; this powder enters the
insects and dessicates them,
with virtually no health risk
to your children or pets.
Similarly, instead of Raid,
why not use spray insecti-
cides made of orange-peel
extract or herb oils?
They’re effective and safe —
and definitely smell better
when applied!

The organic gardening
movement in the U.S. began
in the 1960’s and is here to
stay. Edible or ornamental,
plants as well as our larger
environment do better with
natural products and meth-
ods.

We at McDonnell
Nursery seek out new or-
ganic products that benefit
our customers, their gardens
and a sustainable future for all.

Spring Flowers
Bushes

Trees
Vegetables
Soil

Fertilizer
Organic
Seeds

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

Free Gladiolus Bulbs

with Purchase on

Tuesdays!
(in April)

Spring is out!
Open every day of the week
April thru October!

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

With this Ad:

Get expert advice
from Kenny and

his team!

\Y

GNENSEN,

Call: (925) 930-7186

Drainage Systems

French Drains
Subterranean Water Problems
Retaining Walls / Excavation
PO. Box 478; Lafayette 94549

Lic # 566986

www.devengenzo.com

e Shrubs
e Garden Accessories

e Flowers

Orinda

- Open Daily -

¢ Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way

254-3713

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Nursery





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


