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Each week this section will be devoted

to different topics of interest.  We will

feature businesses, organizations, 

special events, technologies, life and

health, dining out, art and leisure, 

gardening and much more in the 

middle of your weekly newspaper.

This week: After a cold and frosty win-

ter, our yards need attention! 

McDonnell Nursery offers tips on cost-

effective and planet-friendly organic

gardening.

Coming soon: Lamorinda restaurants

will reign supreme so let’s do lunch,

breakfast or dinner!

The Lamorinda Weekly offers a great

opportunity for local businesses to ad-

vertise products or services related to

the weekly feature. Topics are 

announced two weeks in advance to

assist you in planning. We invite you

to send us a brief introduction to your

business so that we can inform you

when a complementary topic is 

scheduled. Email your information to

info@lamorindaweekly.com, fax to

800-690-8136, or mail to 

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133,

Moraga, CA 94556.

See our advertising rates and place an

ad online at www.lamorindaweekly.com

then send your files to 

ads@lamorindaweekly.com, or talk to one

of our sales representatives. 

We also offer ad design services.

About the Lamorinda Weekly

center page:

Advertising on the 

center page:

A perfect way to reach your customers!

• Affordable advertising with the highest coverage ever available

• Color on all pages

• State Of The Art newspaper print

• Print and Online edition = one price

• Short lead times

• Announce your weekend events on Wednesdays

100%coverage

we deliver to all houses for free, no subscription needed!

call for Lafayette:
925.330.1983

call for Moraga:
925.413.8048

call for Orinda:
925.330.7916

Lamorinda Weekly Online

Find Online:
www.lamorindaweekly.com

• Rate card
• Editorial Concept
• Contact information
• Prototype
• About Circulation
• Submit Classified Ads
• Write to the Editor
• Links

A 1:1 copy of the printed edition will be online
available to print, download or send as an email.
Each story is also available online, just as it 
appears in print. Advertising placed on the page
the story is on, will be included in the single
story download file at no extra cost.    
A prototype of Lamorinda Weekly can be opened
at our web site.
Go to:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com/html/read.html
(a pdf reader is required to view the prototype.)

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com
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NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 

ON THE NEWLY-CREATED

CITY OF ORINDA

CITIZENS’ INFRASTRUCTURE OVERSIGHT 

COMMISSION
The City of Orinda is seeking applications from volunteer

residents to serve on the City’s newly-created seven-member

Citizens’ Infrastructure Oversight Commission.  In

establishing the new Commission, the Orinda City Council

announced that the Commission would play a critical role in

monitoring and implementing infrastructure improvements called

for in the City’s bond measure, set to appear on the ballot in a

special election on June 5, 2007. When making appointments,

in addition to being a resident of Orinda, the City Council will

weigh the candidates’ familiarity with and/or understanding of

complex public works projects and budget/financial reporting

documents when making the appointments. 

Applications and background information about the duties

for the new Commission are available from the City Clerk’s

Office, P.O. Box 2000, 14 Altarinda Road, Orinda, CA 94563.

Telephone:  (925) 253-4221 or may be downloaded from the

City’s website at www.ci.orinda.ca.us. Completed applications

should be submitted to the City Clerk’s Office by

4:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 10, 2007
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Betty Blubaugh
Interim City Clerk
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1,000’S OF HOTELS TO CHOOSE FROM, NO PUR-

CHASE NECESSARY TO WIN. FOR ALL DETAILS
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CHECC CK 5Aspace.com Or call 886-3000

MORAGA(925) 631-7000

455 Moraga Rd. Suite F

ENTER TO WIN AFREE$250 MARRIOTT
GIFT CARD *
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$25 units are selected sizes. *No purchase necessary, need not be present to win. Campaign expires

5/31/07, check our web site at www.5Aspace.com for Hotel Gift Card details.

Do you prefer talking to real people, rather than a record-

ing? NO PROBLEM! 5A has storage counselors at each

a local business? 5A is family run, local & has been in

of our 10 Bay Area Locations.  Do you want to deal with

business for over 35 years. They have over 45 customer

on the Internet today
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Pat SolerFire District Bids Fond Farewell to Manager

by Lee Borrowman

P at Soler, who has been

the Personnel and Fi-

nance Manager for the Mor-

aga-Orinda Fire District

since December, 1999, will

retire on March 15. Fire

Chief Pete Nowicki and the

Fire District Board agree

that Soler’s competence and

professionalism will be

missed. 

Chief Nowicki holds

Soler in high regard. “Pat

wears so many hats. She

was integral to the merger

and to making the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District a

success.” 
Soler’s 

accomplish-

ments included  blending the

cultures of the two formerly

separate fire districts, deal-

ing with seismic upgrades to

the facilities, and “learning

the difference between a

ladder truck and a brush

truck.”

Her coworkers credit

Soler with a special ability

to effectively communicate

with a diverse group of con-

stituents, and she “recog-

nizes and upholds our

commitment to the commu-

nity. It has been an absolute

pleasure to work with her.”

Soler “un-retired from  the

banking industry to help out

in a position that was as yet

undefined. She began by

taking financial and admin-

istrative tasks off of the

Chief’s desk and assumed

new duties and responsibili-

ties as they emerged.  
Soler  admits that the

hiring of her successor,

Susan Casey, “lifted two

tons off my shoulders, be-

cause I knew I would be

leaving things in good

hands.” Her advice to Casey

is,  “Remember to laugh and

enjoy the moment. You are

working with great people

trying to get great things ac-

complished.” Soler will be

on hand even after she offi-

cially retires “to make the

transition as easy as possi-

ble.” She would like to ac-

knowledge “everyone in the

organization. The Board,

Chief, officers, fire-fighters

and staff. I’ve enjoyed so

much working here. Thanks

for making it such a positive

experience.”
As for the future, “It’s

time to take care of family,”

smiles Soler.A long-time

resident of Moraga, Soler

recently moved to Ross-

moor. She is and plans to re-

main an active member of

Blue Star Moms.
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Orinda
O rinda inherited 92 miles

of aging roads when the

city disengaged itself from

county control in 1985. Now

that the city has reached the

ripe old age of 21, the condi-

tions of those roads has gone

from bad to worse, according

to Orinda Mayor Steve

Glazer. In his State of the City

remarks given earlier this year,

Glazer noted that “Orinda is

tied with Richmond for the

dubious honor of having the

worst roads out of 100 cities in

the Bay Area.” Glazer contends that

Orindans are paying every

day for its potholes and broke

pavement “through excess tire

wear and vehicle realign-

ments. And every day we

delay fixing our roads the

costs of repairs gets higher

and higher.”
The raw costs of repair-

ing roads are expected to in-

crease 10% over the next year.

Meanwhile, the cost of repair-

ing streets in poor condition is

five times greater than the

costs of maintaining a road

that’s in good condition. More

than 60% of Orinda’s roads

are currently in poor condi-

tion, with many more ex-

pected to follow.Last year’s Measure Q

failed by a just a few votes.

This year, the Orinda Town

Council plans to introduce a

new measure to help repair

Orinda’s roads. To pass, the

measure needs two-thirds ap-

proval from voters. A special

ballot is expected in June.

Paved with Good Intentions?
by Julie Penfold

City of Orinda, Public Meeting Agenda (Partial)

Zoning Administrator Agenda

Thursday March 15, 2007, 3:00PM

City Offices, Major’s Conference Room, 14 Altarinda Rd. Orinda

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A.  Project Site:

322 EL TOYONAL

APN: 

264-250-010

Application(s): 
Dr 07-014,EDP 06-019

Zoning Desgination: RL-20

Lot Size:

20,020 square feet

Owner:

Ali Karachi

Agent:
Project Planner:

Shelly Cargo

CEQA Status:

Categorical Quality Act (CEQA) 

Section 15301 and 15303

B. Project Site:

145 Glorietta Blvd

APN: 

2268-020-012

Application(s): 
DR 03-027

Zoning Desgination: RL-20, Ridgeline Overlay

Lot Size:

26,627 square feet

Owner:

Sheryl and Jeffrey Kortright

Project Planner:
SAlan W. Parkman

CEQA Status:

Categorical Exempt, 

Pulic Resources
Code (PRC) Section 15301 (e) (2)

3. Public Forum4. Adjournment

City Council

7pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library

24 Orinda Way

Calendar

check online:Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/

for:
• all meeting notes

• calendar updates Chamber of Commerce:

http://www.orindachamber.org/

• local businesses
• upcomming events

Agendas: City Council, and Commissions

Tuesday, Mar 20
Tuesday, Apr 10Planning Comm.

7pm

Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road
Tuesday, Mar 27

Tuesday, Apr 10Traffic Advisory
7pm

Mayor's Conf. Rm, City Offices

14 Altarinda Road
Monday, Mar 19

Park & Recreation
7pm

Community Center
500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, Apr 11
Wednesday, May 9

Historic Landmarks
3pm

Gallery Room, Orinda Library

22 Orinda WayTuesday, Mar 27
Liaison 

8:30am

Room 7, Community Center

26 Orinda WayMonday, Apr 2

“An Inconvenient Gas” Comes to OIS

By Lee Borrowman

A l  Gore  just  won  an
Oscar 

for 
“An

Inconvenient Truth.” Dianne

Feinstein, speaking at UC

Berkeley in February, warned

that global warming “may be

close to a tipping point.”

Students, families and friends

of Orinda Intermediate

School will have the

opportunity to hear Dr.

Daniel M. Kammen, a

professor in the Energy and

Resources Group at UC

Berkeley and nationally

recognized 
expert 

on

renewable and alternative

energy, speak at the monthly

Science Talk.
“Lowering emissions of

carbon dioxide and other

greenhouse gases is critical to

climate stabilization,” says

Kammen. “No plan to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions

can succeed through energy

efficiency alone. The U.S. in-

vests about $1 billion less in

energy research and develop-

ment today than it did a

decade ago. We must commit

to developing renewable en-

ergy sources that generate lit-

tle or no carbon. Solar cells,

wind turbines and biofuels

are poised to become major

energy sources.”We need to raise public

interest and action on energy

and environmental themes.

We can’t afford to wait.

Kammen believes that we

“must develop in both K-12

and college education a core

of instruction in the linkages

between energy and both our

social 
and 

natural

environment.”
Kammen’s talk, entitled

“An Inconvenient Gas:

Global Warming, Energy and

our Future,” begins at 6:15 on

March 15. For more informa-

tion about Dr. Kammen and

his 
work, 

go 
to

http://erg.berkeley.edu.

Orinda: Orinda Intermediate School

UCB’s Prof. Dan Kammen

On February 26th, the

City adopted resolu-

tion 2007-12, endorsing the

2007 Road and Drain Par-

cel Tax Measure. 

From potholes to

cracked streets, road dam-

ages remain a huge prob-

lem for the citizens of

Lafayette. The challenge,

however, remains in draft-

ing a measure that will ap-

peal to voters. Many

options have been thrown

around, such as a utility or

sales tax, but the council

has finally decided on a

parcel tax. 

In 1995, the City paid a

$13 million bond to repair

drains as well as

thoroughfares, but not

residential roads. Then in

2003, as well as 2005,

surveys held by the City

indicated that a road

measure would fail

regardless of the form of

taxation.

The measure was

handed down with a 3-0-

2 vote at the local town

council meeting.

At about 9:30 on

Thursday morning, the

Lafayette Flag Brigade

prepared to welcome “These

Colors Don’t Run,” a

caravan of about 20 cars,

trucks, motorbikes, and

motor homes  to the City of

Lafayette.  The caravan was

organized by Move America

Forward (M.A.F.), a pro-

troop, pro-war movement

led by Deborah Johns, the

mother of Sergeant William

Johns  who is stationed in

Iraq. The gathering point in

Lafayette was across the

street from the Lafayette

BART station, where the

Mount Diablo Peace Group

has erected an anti-war

memorial to soldiers killed

in Iraq. The privately-owned

hillside is covered with

crosses, one now for each

soldier killed in Iraq.  The

display of crosses has

attracted a great deal of local

and national media attention

and is thought to be the

largest of its kind in the

United States. Some 250

people, carrying American

flags of all sizes, stretched

along the sidewalk waiting

for the caravan to arrive.

Among the supporters was

Sherry Perussina whose sign

read, “This hillside brought

to you by leftist bigots.”

Bryan Walden, a member of

the Lafayette Flag Brigade

explained, “We only picked

this site because of its

familiarity to people, we

don’t approve of it, it’s

disrespectful, period.”

Bryan added, “ We came

here to show our support to

our troops, to gather words

of positive encouragement

and present it to our soldiers.            

At the same time, about

two dozen supporters of

“The Crosses” stood on the

hillside.  They carried Amer-

ican flags and signs like

“Peace is a family value.”

Bob Hanson, who was in-

strumental in the construc-

tion of the memorial,

commented, “We decided to

avoid confrontation, treating

it as a non-event, not want-

ing to rally thousands here

today.  We are rallying in

Walnut Creek on the 17th

for our Starve the War and

Feed the Peace action.” At

about 10:00 A.M. the cara-

van arrived. 

A member of the

Lafayette Flag Brigade sent

her message loud and clear

through her microphone:

“We love America, we love

our troops and we want

them to come home when

the job is done!” An anony-

mous Vietnam Veteran from

Saratoga added, “We thank

our soldiers for the job they

are doing there, so we don’t

have to fight on our land.”

On occasion, the two groups

did exchange a few harsh

words.   M. Crowley, father

of Marine Lance Corporal

Kyle D. Crowley who died

in Iraq, accused the support-

ers of the memorial of hav-

ing “no right to put our son’s

name here, you have the

right to protest the war, but

you can’t disgrace our

troops and use the names of

fallen soldiers.” The gold

star father was carrying a

portrait of his son as well as

the sign with his son’s name

that had previously hung on

one of the crosses on the

hill.       

Louise Clark, the tall,

frail woman who owns the

land on which the memorial

sits, was not afraid to mingle

with the pro-war crowd on

the curb and she engaged in

an argument with Sherry

Prussian and other

supporters. “These are all

my children,” said Mrs.

Clark talking about the

crosses, “I don’t want any

more of our young people to

die over there.” For a

moment, a casual observer

might have been totally

unaware of the mutual

antagonism of the two

groups as they both sang

“God bless America” in

unison. Before beginning

the next leg of their trip to

Vacaville on their way to

Sacramento, organizers

assured the crowd that they

would remind their

representatives in

Washington that the soldiers

were fighting for our

freedom and needed

continued financial support.

The caravan plans to cross

the United States to gather

support for the troops and

reach Washington D.C. on

Sunday March 17th, for the

“Gathering of the Eagles.”

Sophie Braccini  lives in

Moraga with her husband

and three children. She’s a

contributing editor to Lam-

orinda Weekly. Reach her at 

sophie@lamorindaweekly.com
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City of Lafayette, Public Meeting Agenda (Partial)

Planning Commission Meeting

Thursday March 15, 2007, 7:00PM

Lafayette Community Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road, Manzanita Room

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

5. CONSENT CALENDAR

A. MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 19, 2006 

Recommendation:  Approve

6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS (Est. start time: 7:00 pm*)

A. HDP69-06 JOHN HEWATT (APPLICANT & OWNER),

LR-5 ZONING 

B. MS504-87CCII – ROBIN AND KRIS LEAMY

(APPLICANTS & OWNERS), R-40 ZONING 

C. HDP81-06 STEVE WISENBAKER, AIA (APPLICANT), 

BRUCE FONAROW (OWNER), R-20 ZONING

D. L03-06 CINGULAR WIRELESS (APPLICANT), 

NISHA & JASBIR SINGH & PG&E (OWNERS), R-20 ZONING

E. GP01-05 / RZ01-05 BRUCE TORQUEMADA,

LAFAYETTE PROPERTIES, (APPLICANT & OWNER), 

R-15 ZONING

7. NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS (Est. start time: 10:00 pm*)

A. L04-06 & HDP65-06 COAST RADIO (APPLICANT),

GEORGE MOORE (OWNER), LR-10 ZONING .  

B. HDP80-06 LAZAR LANDSCAPE (APPLICANT),

LAWRENCE & JOAN FOX (OWNERS), R-10 ZONING

8. OTHER BUSINESS (Estimated start time: 10:45 pm*)

A. ELECTION OF CHAIR & VICE CHAIR FOR 2007 

9. COMMISSIONERS’ACTIVITY REPORT

10. PLANNING MANAGER’S REPORT

City of Lafayette, Public Meeting Agenda (Partial)

Park. Trails and Rec

Wednesday March 14, 2007, 7:00PM

Lafayette Community Center, 500 St. Mary’s Road

4.PUBLIC COMMENTS

5.CONSENT CALENDAR (Estimated 7:00 PM*)

A.MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 15, 2007

Recommendation:  Approve

B. ZT01-07 Amending Chapter 6-25 of the Lafayette Municipal Code

pertaining to the regulation of signs within the City of Lafayette

Recommendation: Adopt Planning Commission Resolution 2007-07,

forwarding a recommendation of approval to the City Council. 

Project Planner:  Niroop K. Srivatsa, Tel (925) 299-3206,

nsrivatsa@lovelafayette.org, and Michael Cass, Tel (925)299-3219,

mcass@lovelafayette.org

C.DR50-06 POLYTECH ASSOCIATES, INC. (APPLICANT),

LAFAYETTE RESIDENTIAL PARTNERS, LLC (OWNER), P-1

ZONING:  Request for approval of the final development plans for the

third phase of Lafayette Town Center.  The final plans, which are con-

sistent with the approved preliminary planned unit development, call

for a 25,817 26,851 square-foot, three-story office building and a two-

story parking garage for 100 104 vehicles. APN 243-040-035.

Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 2007-10 approving the appli-

cation with conditions. Project Planner:  Niroop K. Srivatsa, Tel

(925) 299-3206, nsrivatsa@lovelafayette.org

City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Calendar

check online:

Town of Lafayette:
http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

for:

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

for:

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Agendas: City Council, and Commissions

Monday, Mar 26

Monday, Apr 9

Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Lafayette

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Mar 15

Thursday, Apr 5

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, Mar 20

Tuesday, Apr 10

Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center

500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, Mar 14

Wednesday, Apr 11

Circulation 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, Mar 19

Tuesday, Apr 3

Emergency Prep. 9:15am
City Offices

3675 Mt, Diablo Blvd. Suite 265

Wednesday, Mar 14

Wednesday, Apr 11

Senior Services 4pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Mar 22

Thursday, Apr 26

Youth Services 6pm
Community Center, Elderberry Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, Apr 9

The Lafayette Redevelop-

ment Agency and the

non-profit Lafayette Commu-

nity Foundation  announced

on Monday a comprehensive

funding plan that would not

only pay to build the $43.3

million Lafayette Library and

Learning Center but also pro-

vide ongoing funding to oper-

ate the new facility for at least

thirty years.

The first step and corner-

stone of the unusual plan in-

volves a $9 million loan from

the Community Foundation to

the Lafayette Redevelopment

Agency.   This loan, when

combined with $11.9 million

in State funding and $22.4

million from the Redevelop-

ment Agency, provides all the

funding required to complete

development of the impres-

sive stone, glass, and wood

building that will be located at

the corner of Mt. Diablo Blvd.

and First Street.

Once the project is com-

pleted, the Redevelopment

Agency will repay, over time,

the loan principal plus a rea-

sonable rate of interest to the

Foundation.  In total, the

Agency will repay an esti-

mated $29 million in principal

and interest to the Foundation

over approximately 30 years.

But that’s not all. The

Foundation will, in turn, con-

tribute the funds received

from this loan repayment –

along with other funds that it

collects – to support opera-

tions, maintenance, and pro-

grams at the Lafayette Library

and Learning Center.  With

existing flows of City and

County funds included, the

combined revenues should be

sufficient to keep the new fa-

cility open for 40 hours per

week for the next three

decades.  

City Manager Steve

Falk, who put the plan to-

gether, describes this funding

model as unique. Falk con-

firmed that it is made possible

only by the generosity of more

than 2,000 Lafayette house-

holds that have thus far con-

tributed approximately $12.5

million to the Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center.

Groundbreaking for the

new Lafayette Library and

Learning Center will take

place on April 20th at 4:00

P.M. The project is expected

to be completed and doors

opened in Spring, 2009.

Moving Ahead…

This news comes not

long after the announcement

that a construction contract

was awarded to C. Overaa and

Company in the amount of

$29,490,000 to use in the base

project specifications of the

Lafayette Library and Learn-

ing Center. C. Overaa and Co.

also built the Orinda Library,

Livermore Civic Center Li-

brary, Lindsay Wildlife Mu-

seum and soon to be

completed Lafayette Mercan-

tile complex, who’s Yankee

Pier Restaurant was recently

approved for occupant im-

provements to its 3,000

square-foot location. 

New Library Funding Plan 

Road and Drain Parcel Tax

Drainage Systems
French Drains

Subterranean Water Problems

Retaining Walls / Excavation

P.O. Box 478; Lafayette 94549 www.devengenzo.com

Call: (925) 930-7186
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Both Sides Rally at Lafayette Crosses 
by Sophie Braccini  

Spring Break Vacation Plans?
Going on a Ski Trip?

Let us take the worry out of
what to do with your home and pets

while you are away.

• Pet Sitting
• Dog Walking
• Pet Taxi
• Home Watch/Security,
• Collect Mail and Newspapers
• Water Plants
• Insured and Bonded

925-254-3677 Office
925-368-8978 Cell

animal-house@comcast.net

Confusedd byy thee Stockk Market?
Wee cann help.

• Providing 25 years of sound, 
trustworthy financial advice in  
your local community.

• One of the Largest, 100% Fee Only, 
Independent Advisory Firms
in LaMorinda.*

• Experienced professionals - 
CFP®, MBA, CMFC on staff

Call now to schedule your Freee Initiall Meeting!
Phone:   925 - 299 - 1500        $500,000 Portfolio Minimum

Capitall Advantage,, Inc.
Retirement Planning & Investment Management Specialists

A Wealth Management Firm

37088 Mt.. Diabloo Blvd,, Suitee 200,,  ••  Lafayette,, Californiaa 945499  ••  www.CapitalAdvantage.com

* 3/2007 AUM $264MM, independent of banks, brokers or investment products.

Photos by Lisa Duncan

T
he Lamorinda Weekly is the only

newspaper in town that’s produced just

for and just by Lamorinda residents.

We’re new, but for a lot of good reasons, we

hope you’ll feel like you’ve known us forever.

After all, our staff is 
all local; you’ll ru

n

into everybody at the gym or the grocery store.

Our writers and photographers share a singular

appreciation for their subjects because they live

here and love them already. Our eyes and ears

are an army of talented high school students,

who have the energy and the passion to explore

interesting aspects of local life.  Finally, you’ll

notice that the spokes of our distrib
ution wheel

might have ridden their bikes up and down your

street.

In all cases and all across the board, we are

a newspaper made up of Lamorinda folks who

see the world through your eyes.  W
hy is th

is

important? Let’s sa
y it’s a

 matter of perspective.

Here’s mine:

I grew up in a small town with a small

town newspaper. Wednesday nights were big in

Luray, Va (population 3,000) because that’s

when the weekly edition of the Page News and

Courier hit the streets.

We scoured those pages for the news that

mattered to us. My friends and I looked for en-

tertainment and amusement; our parents looked

for updates on candidates and bond measures

and monitored the Farm Reports fo
r informa-

tion that affected our livelihood. My grandpar-

ents kept up with everyone through mainstays

like the Dean’s List, the wedding announce-

ments, and, yes, the obituaries.

During a slow news week, having com-

pany from out-of-town could earn you a spot in

the paper. Lost dogs and six-toed cats were fre-

quent features, as were jam recipes that were

and remain world-class.

When it counted, my hometown newspaper was

equally adept at providing “real” breaking news

coverage. Following each of several hurricanes,

we looked to our local paper for information

that helped save lives and property. When hikers

were found murdered in the mountains nearby,

the Courier’s coverage kept the focus on the

crime, kept residents informed, and eventually

told the tragic story that ended two lives.

Misuses of county funds were exposed; unsafe

working conditions were highlighted. And all

along the way, that paper helped us build and

maintain a community.

When I was in high school, I w
orked as

an intern at that same local paper, and, of

course, couldn’t wait to leave it fo
r the lure

of the “big time.”  Over (many) years, I en-

joyed my work in several big cities and saw

the advent of CNN and the Internet change

the meaning and delivery of information.

It was all fast-paced and exciting – with a

feeling of expansiveness and possibility that

only a global view can bring. But somewhere

down deep I missed the sense of belonging

that comes from a true home-town, albeit

“small tim
e” focus. I d

iscovered that it i
s

possible to feel a little
 lost in a universe so big.

I’m betting that a few of you will fe
el the

same way and will welcome a viewpoint that

zooms in — from the universe to your back-

yard.
So, with this first issue of the

Lamorinda Weekly, it’s a pleasure to

welcome you to a home town paper with a

very small-tim
e focus. Please use these pages

to express your opinion, choose your

interests, and create a little
 newspaper that

could bring us even closer together as a

community, just as my first 
home town paper

did in my little
 town, so many years ago.

___________________________________

Julie Penfold lives in Moraga with her husband,

Bart, and their daughter, Brooke. Reach her

anytime at 

julie@lamorindaweekly.com.

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Play

Ball!
by Jonathan Glidden

T
he start of spring may

technically be based on

certain astronomical alignments,

but to hundreds of budding

Lamorinda all-stars, the earth

might as well revolve around one

thing: baseball.

This Saturday, hundreds of

uniform-clad elementary and

middle-schoolers descended on

the fields of Lamorinda to take

part in the national past-tim
e.

The MBA season officially began

this week and a number of spec-

tacular games showcased the

drive and talent of Lamorinda’s

youth.

OBA also kicked off th
eir

annual opening day with a home

run at Wagner Ranch Elementary.

Look for full coverage of

Lamorinda’s first full week of

team baseball in sports on page 10.

You can m
ake a 

differ
ence!

 

Shop l
ocal. 

  Keep
 your tax 

dollar
s in y

our community. 
    T

hank 
you!

Bill S
nider

Owner o
f Moraga

 Hardware an
d Lumber

and a
cross

 the 
way

Mon-Fri: 7
:30am-6pm

Sat: 8am-6pm

Sun: 9am-5pm

1409 Moraga Way 

Moraga Shopping Center

Phone: (9
25) 3

76-3600

Photo by Jordan Fong

The Little Paper that Could

by Julie Penfold

Dear Neighbors: 

Welcome to your very own hometown newspaper.

Advertising

Miramonte Community Mourns 

the Loss of  Paul Yriberri

by Lee Borrowman 

Contributors: Naveed Hasan and Jonathan Glidden

Husband and Father, Teacher and Coach, Colleague and Friend

P
aul Yriberri, b

y many accounts the single

most beloved teacher at Miramonte High

School, died suddenly of a heart attack on

March 3. He was fifty
-eight years old. 

For many students, Yriberri will be that fa-

vorite teacher you always remember. The

teacher who inspired you, motivated you, and

brought out the best in you. The teacher who

truly cared about you. 

“Mr. Y was not just a teacher, he was a

good friend to all his stu
dents,” said senior Max

Gompertz, “His sense of humor and friendliness

is something (sic) I re
ally want to treasure the

rest of my life.”  Last Thursday night students

organized a candlelight vigil. Another Yriberri

student, Miles Gilhuly, reflected on the evening,

“Although it was really sad at first
, everyone’s

moods were lightened after students started

giving speeches. It w
as just incredible as to how

many students had personal stories about Mr.

Yriberri. This vigil proves once again how

much of an impact Mr. Y. made on Miramonte.”

.... re
ad more on page 8

Students gather at Thursday’s candlelight vigil

Picture: Hannah Jacobs

Photos by Ken C. Young, Moraga. See more at the Moraga Art Gallery 

or online: http://www.kcyoungfineartimages.com
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