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511 offers valuable incentives —

including gas cards — for commuters
by Emily Shultheis

ne look at the traffic

heading into the
Caldecott Tunnel on any
given morning, and it be-
comes obvious: The people
of the Bay Area need a way
to make their daily trips eas-
ier. Luckily, though few
communters know about it
as yet, a free web and phone
service, is available to help.

511 is a free phone-
and web-based service spon-
sored by organizations such
as the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission, the
California Department of
Transportation, and the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol. 511
offers incentives to the citi-
zens of Contra Costa
County to promote the use
of public transit and car-
pools. For anyone who
commutes to or from a des-
tination  within  Contra
Costa, carpools are available
and new carpools can be
formed as well. Anyone

who either joins or forms a
carpool receives a $60 gas
card. Similarly, college stu-
dents joining or forming a
carpool to campus receive a
$40 gas card.

The website also offers
frequently updated traffic
information, public transit
schedules, information
about biking in the Bay
Area, and a ‘TakeTransit
Trip Planner,” which pro-
vides information about
which forms of public tran-
sit can be used to reach
specified destinations. The
phone service offers updated
traffic information, public
transit schedules, and esti-
mated travel times. These
services cover the counties
of Alameda, Contra Costa,
Marin, Napa, San Francisco,
San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Solano and Sonoma.

In addition to these
Bay Area services, all com-
muters involved in a carpool

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com
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can register for the free
Guaranteed Ride Home pro-
gram, which provides
vouchers for alternate trans-
portation in the event of ill-
ness, emergency, or
overtime hours.

Finally, any commuter
over the age of 18 who uses
public transit (including
BART, buses and trains) re-
ceives a week’s worth of
free passes.

For more information
about 511 or any of the
Contra Costa County
Transportation programs,
visit the website at
www.511.0rg, or call ‘511°
on any phone.

Emily Shultheis is a
feature writer for the Lamor-
inda Weekly and a senior at
Campolindo High School,
where she also works on the
school paper, The Puma.
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Miramonte High School
Presents “Aida”

The timeless tale of love and
power is set in Ancient
Egypt and made current by
the contemporary score and
staging.

Performances are March
22,23, 24 at 7:30 in the Mi-
ramonte Theater. Advance
tickets on- line are $15 for
adults, $10 for students with
ID. Subject to availability,
tickets may also be pur-
chased at the door, $20 for
adults and $15 for students.

Lafayette Concerts Presents
Jamie Laval & Ashley
Broder

* Fri: 3/23 « Doors open:
7:00 pm * All shows begin:
7:30pm ¢ Tickets: $15 at the
door (Reservations sug-
gested) ¢ Lafayette Commu-
nity Center, Sequoia Room
Reservations: 925-283-1959
* Email: charlotte@lafayet-
teconcerts.com
Information: www.lafayet-
teconcerts.com

Join Director Joel Roster
for *Harvey*

Auditions for Teen Actors
Guild at Town Hall Theatre.
TAG is an
advanced acting program
being offered this summer at
Town Hall Theatre.
You must audition to partic-
ipate in this class. Auditions
for this program are being
held on Saturday March 24
2PM to 4PM
For more information visit
www.townhallkids.com,
email
classes@townhallkids.com
or call (925) 262-1159.

TOWN HALL THEATRE
COMPANY of Lafayette

Located at
3535 School St
Lafayette 94549

On the corner of School St
and Moraga Road

WWW.THTC.ORG

POETRY NIGHT at the
Storyteller!

March 27th 7:00pm

$5 fee

Get ready for April—Na-
tional Poetry Month! Come
join us for a walk through
the best books in children’s
poetry. Full of great humor
and interest,

poetry makes science, social
studies, and language arts
both fun and

accessible!

PATRICIA POLACCO
The beloved and prolific

author of Something
About the Hensleys,
Chicken

Sunday, Thank You Mr.
Falker, Betty Doll, and

Rechenka’s Eggs comes to
the

Storyteller Saturday, March
31st at 10:00a.m. We’re
honored to have one of

the great artists in children’s
books! Polacco will give a
presentation and

sign books. All books
bought for the event will be
signed; attendees may

have one book from home
signed as well.

The Lafayette Community
Center Foundation
Presents:

A Day of Bunny Fun!

Sat: April 7 « 11am-12:30pm
Hop on down to the
Lafayette Community Cen-
ter

for an Egg Hunt, Pancake
Brunch, Live Show and a
Bunny visit!

$7/person Adv. Sale
$9/person: Day of Event
Buy tickets at the Lafayette
Community Center before
April 7 to receive the dis-
count. A limited number of
tickets will be available on

the day of the event.

For more information:
284-2232

A fundraiser for the
Lafayette Community Cen-
ter

Classical Guitarist, Peter
Fletcher.

This concert follows his
New York Debut at Weill
Recital Hall at Carnegie
Hall.

Tuesday, April 17 at 7:00
p-m

Reservations are necessary
and are accepted at the in-
formation desk

Moraga Library, 1500 St.
Mary’s Road, Moraga
(925)376-6852

The Moraga Art Gallery’s
new exhibit “Vibrant” will
be running from March 22-
June 3. Opening Reception,
Saturday, March 24, 2007
Moraga Art Gallery, 570
Center Street, Moraga at the
Rheem Valley Shopping
Center

Tea Dancing

Enjoy afternoon Tea Danc-
ing and light refreshments
every Wednesday in the spa-
cious Live Oak room. Music
compiled by D.J. Dan Foley.
Come for the swell music
and good company even if
you prefer not to dance.
Every Wed from 12:30-3:00
pm « $2 fee covers refresh-
ments

Lafayette Community Cen-
ter « Live Oak Room

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

THe Mavvest ComenY oF fem ALL!

LEND ME A
TENOR

Ken Ludwi

"Uproarious! Hysterical!"
-USA Today

MAR 22 - APR 21
For Tickets (925) 283-1557

Box Office open 3pm - 6pm, Tuesday - Saturday

To the Editor,

Hats off to you for providing
our communities with a
much-needed weekly, local
newspaper. Your inaugural
issue was a terrific surprise
to find in our driveway. It
was loaded with all the
things we REALLY want to
know about the people,
events and businesses that
are part of our daily lives.
Our family wishes you great
success.

The Coupin Family

Orinda

Dear Julie, I just picked up
my mail and was thrilled to
receive our very own
hometown paper! 1 have
always looked forward to
the Contra Costa Sun on
Fridays (my  favorite
newspaper day), but your
concept for the Lamorinda
area surpasses even that!
Thank you for your effort
and thank you for pointing
our how important it is to
shop locally. We MUST
continue to support our local
businessmen/women by
patronizing their stores.
They have given so much to
our community and to our
schools. Do you need
donations to print your

paper?  Let me know.
Again, thank you! Toni
Russell (a  long-time

Lamorinda parent, resident,
and a local elementary school
instructional assistant).

Editor:

We’ve lived in Orinda for a
long time, and the roads
have been a problem for a
long time. A lot of our roads
were built in the 1930s and
1940s, and they were built
for the small, light cars of

Letters to the Editor

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

We’re a community newspaper, and we welcome your input.
Please share your thoughts, news, ideas, suggestions, and
photos here in the pages of the Lamorinda Weekly.

email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Regular mail:

Letters to the Editor

Lamorinda Weekly

P.O.Box 6133

Moraga, CA 94556

that day, not the bigger cars
and trucks we have now.
Also they were built on our
unstable clay soil with poor
beds under the roads. And
finally, for the many years
we were under the county’s
care, repairs were neglected.
So now it’s time to take mat-
ters into our own hands and
get the job done. Vote yes
on Measure E, Orinda’s
roads bond!

Helen Oliver

Julie,

Thank you so much for pro-
viding us with the new Lam-
orinda Weekly. We were
thrilled to find it on our
driveway. We have missed
having news about our local
community and your first
edition shows that you and
your staff will be doing a
great job.

We used to take the Moraga
Sun, back in the days you
could do that. We take the
Chronicle and, several
times, have subscribed to
the Contra Costa Times for
a short time to get local
news. But there was just too
much paper plus we had to
look hard to find the local
stuff.

We wish you and your staff
much success and we will
be sure to patronize our
local advertisers and tell

them that we read about
them in the Weekly.

Chuck and Mary Smith
Moraga

Thank you. This newspaper
gives us pertinent, well writ-
ten news about our local
area. I will look forward to
forthcoming issues.

Nancy Kornfield

first issue. [ am so thrilled
that all of you are working
so hard on this newspaper.
Your article on the front
page “The Little Paper that
Could” was great. What a
nice touch. The back page
with Shop Moraga First was
such a gift to the town. WE
so appreciate all your hard
work.

Best Regards,

Edy

Dear, Lamorinda Weekly
We are not at all part of the
Lamorinda area. The papers
that you delivered to canyon
on March 16 were not ap-
preciated and we are going
to consider this littering, if
you want to put these papers
somewhere please ask the
post master if you can put
them inside of the post of-
fice. We are not Lamorinda
Housholds.

Sincerely, Canyon Residence

Town Hall Theatre Presents

Lend Me A Tenor

Town Hall Theatre Com-
pany presents Ken Lud-
wig’s clever and wildly
entertaining “Lend Me a
Tenor,” winner of two Tony
Awards, four Drama Desk,
and three Outer Critics Circle
Awards.

The story is set in 1934.
The Cleveland Grand Opera is
celebrating its biggest night in
history. World famous tenor
Tito Merelli, known to his
fans as “Il Stupendo,” is
scheduled to sing the lead in
“Otello” to raise $50,000 for
the company. Chaos sets in
when a “Dear John” letter is
mistaken for a suicide note,
and the onstage appearance of
Tito seems unlikely.

However, for Henry
Saunders, general manager of
the Cleveland Opera, “the
show must go on”—under
any circumstances. When

Saunders convinces his young
assistant Max to pretend to be
Il Stupendo, confusion and
laughter follow, with two
Otellos loose in the hotel, pur-
sued by lingerie-clad young
women, each of whom thinks
she is with the genuine opera
star.

“This is the second fun-
niest play ever written,” says
director Daren A. Carollo. “It
is fast-paced and constantly
manic, and as a director, it’s a
constant challenge to stay
ahead of the audience. This is
a great show for Town Hall,
with clever writing, terrific
acting, and it gives an oppor-
tunity to our cast to make their
own comic bits. They are
being given free rein to be
funny, and I guarantee it will
be a good time.”

“I have been acting in
New York and recently moved

to this area. When 1 heard
about ‘Lend Me A Tenor,” 1
was really excited to take on
the challenge of Saunders,”
says Curt Williams, who plays
the general manager of
the opera company. “Every-
thing Saunders does to save
the show turns out wrong, and
itis all hysterically funny. This
is going to be a really enter-
taining show.”

Sophisticated  themes.
For mature audiences (adult
themes and comic sexuality).
Not recommended for chil-
dren under 10. Length: 2
hours.

Contact the Town Hall
Theatre Company box office
for dates, times, and ticket
prices: 925-283-1557, or visit
www.townhalltheatre.com .
The Town Hall Theatre Com-
pany, located at 3535 School
Street at Moraga Road in
Lafayette, is the oldest, contin-
uously active theater in Contra
Costa County.

Are you ready for Spring?
The Shelby Sexton Salon can make you blossom!

sh

elbysexton
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COLOR SPECIALIST | HAIR CUT & DESIGN | EXCLUSIVE KERASTASE® TREATMENTS
WEDDING & SPECIAL EVENTS | CUSTOMIZED HAIR & MAKE-UP | HAIR EXTENSIONS
CUSTOM WIG & HAIR PIECES | THERMO HAIR RELAXING | BROW DESIGN & LASH TINT
CUSTOM & SEASONAL FACIALS | VITAMIN-INFUSED FACIALS

FULL LINE OF MASSAGE SERVICES

Mention this ad to receive a
Free Kerastase® Treatment or 10% off your next cut and color!

33 LAFAYETTE CIRCLE (in La Fiesta Square), LAFAYETTE o

925.962.1900
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