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Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Orinda
City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library

24 Orinda Way

Calendar

check online:

Town of Orinda:

http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/

for:

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:

http://www.orinda

chamber.org/

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Tuesday, Apr 10

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, Apr 10

Traffic Advisory 7pm
Mayor's Conf. Rm, City Offices

14 Altarinda Road

Park & Recreation 7pm
Community Center

500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, Apr 11

Wednesday, May 9

Historic Landmarks 3pm
Gallery Room, Orinda Library

22 Orinda Way

Tuesday, Apr 24
Liaison 8:30am
Room 7, Community Center

26 Orinda Way

Monday, Apr 2

IF YOURYY
BELONGINGS ARE

WORTH MORE THAN $1WW ,
STORE THEM AT 5A!

 IF YOUR
BELONGINGS ARE

WORTH MORE THAN $1,
STORE THEM AT 5A!

BRING THIS COUPON IN ANDBB

1,000’S OF HOTELS TO CHOOSE FROM, NO PUR-
CHASE NECESSARY TO WIN. FOR ALL DETAILSCC
CHECC CK 5Aspace.com Or call 886-3000

MORAGA

(925) 631-7000
455 Moraga a Rd. Suite F

ENTER TO WIN A

FREE
$250 MARRIOTT

GIFT CARD*

Isn’t your stuffu worth more than a f $1?$$

ENTER TO WIN A

FREE
$250 MARRIOTT

GIFT CARD
Rheem Blvd.

Rheem
Shopping

Plaza
s

WWW
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$25 units are selected sizes. *No purchase necessary, need not be present to win. Campaign expires
5/31/07, check our web site at www.5Aspace.com for Hotel Gift Card details.

Do you prefer talking to real people, rather than a record-
ing? NO PROBLEM! 5A has storage counselors at each

a local business? 5A is family run, local & has been in
of our 10 Bay Area Locations.  Do you want to deal with

business for over 35 years. They have over 45 customer

on the Internet today
benefits to help you with your storage needs. Contact them
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• Shrubs

• Garden Accessories

• Flowers

• Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713
- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell Nursery

Campaign for Orinda 
Bond Takes Off
By Chris Lavin, Contributing Writer

Volunteers have opened

a campaign headquar-

ters in Orinda’s old library

and launched a new website

to support Measure E, a

bond measure up for a vote

in June to help fix crumbling

and deteriorating roads as

well as the water pipes be-

neath them.

“We all know that this

is the most pressing issue

facing our city,” said Mayor

Steve Glazer.

The vote, scheduled for

a June 5 special election,

needs two-thirds approval to

pass. It calls for the city to

sell a $58.6 million bond, to

be paid back by taxpayers. A

similar measure for a

slightly larger amount failed

by a slim margin last No-

vember.

“I believe we’re very

ready, this time,” said

Orinda Councilmember Sue

Severson, who supports the

measure.

The issue of whether to

float a bond or not has been

on the front burner for

Orinda for more than three

years. When Measure A

failed last November, how-

ever, it did not seem to take

the wind out of the sails of

those who supported it. A

cantankerous City Council

election on the same No-

vember ballot added to the

controversy surrounding the

measure. However, since the

start of the year, the council

has been working together

to address the deteriorating

conditions of Orinda’s 92

miles of road that were in-

herited from the county

when Orinda incorporated in

1985.

“It would be a terrible

situation not to have the

water pressure to put out a

fire,” Severson said.

Opponents of both

measures have boiled their

arguments down to a few:

They do not believe Orinda

has had the correct spending

priorities, they believe too

much as been spent on cre-

ating new city offices, and

some believe that the city

spends too much on the mu-

tual fire department.

Now, city council

members believe they have

addressed those arguments.

In a letter sent out to all

Orinda citizens, Glazer has

reiterated that money to fix

deteriorating infrastructure

will not come only from the

bond measure, but from

other sources, as well. He

said that some city reserves

will be used, state and fed-

eral bond money will be

sought, and money also will

be sought from East Bay

Municipal Utilities District

and the fire department.

The campaign’s new

website is

www.FixOrindaRoads.com,

where information about the

bond measure, campaign

contributions and volunteer

opportunities may be found.   

Chandrasekaran Discusses 
“Life in the Emerald City”
By Lee Borrowman

Rajiv Chandrasekaran,

Baghdad bureau chief,

from April 2003 to October

2004, and now assistant

managing editor for the

Washington Post, made an

appearance at the Orinda

Bookstore on Saturday,

March 24, to discuss his

new book, “Imperial Life in

the Emerald City: Inside

Iraq’s Green Zone.” 

An audience of about

sixty interested listeners

heard Chandrasekaran speak

on the U.S. occupation of

Iraq in 2003-2004, from the

appointment of Bush loyal-

ists who were unqualified to

manage the occupation and

the dismissive attitude that

Coalition Provisional Au-

thority L. Paul Bremer took

towards the needs of the

Iraqi people, to the reality of

life in Baghdad during that

period.

Debbie Trotter was in

the audience. “He’s a very

good speaker, and very cred-

ible. Despite the fact that

what he was saying was at

times horrific in detail as to

what the U.S. had done, he

seemed to be impartial and

to be offering a fair repre-

sentation of what really hap-

pened,” said Trotter.

The Campolindo and

Stanford alum also took

questions from the audience,

and spoke briefly about the

current situation in Iraq.

When asked why we are

only now finding out the de-

tails of the occupation,

Chandrasekaran explained

that much of the information

was locked in the heads of

those who had been there.

While researching the book

he interviewed people in

Washington, D.C., who

spoke to him for hours on

the subject in what seemed

to be an almost therapeutic

exercise for them. 

As for the current situ-

ation, Chandrasekaran be-

lieves the war was a

mistake, but that the U.S.

cannot leave Iraq at this

time. He said that the gov-

ernment is reluctant to allow

Iraqi refugees into the U.S.

now because that would be

an admission that mistakes

were made. He also spoke in

favor of a limited partition-

ing of Iraq, as a likely but

imperfect part of the solu-

tion.

Bank Robbery Attempted
By Lee Borrowman

On Wednesday, March

21, two armed men at-

tempted a take-over style rob-

bery of the Bank of America

branch at 31 Orinda Way.  At

approximately 9:50 A.M.,

two masked men carrying a

rifle and a handgun entered

the bank.  They ordered bank

employees to the vault, but

fled upon finding the vault

locked. Take-over style rob-

beries are very frightening,

but no one in the bank was in-

jured during the attempt.

Orinda police were able

to obtain good descriptions of

the suspects and their vehicle,

a black SUV, from tellers and

customers, and a chase en-

sued involving several local

law enforcement agencies,

including the California

Highway Patrol, Contra

Costa County Sheriff and the

Lafayette Police Dept, which

sent its canine “Doc” to assist

with the search for the sus-

pects. 

The suspects were pur-

sued to the edge of Rich-

mond, where they abandoned

their vehicle and fled on foot,

causing a lock-down at

nearby De Anza High School

for the protection of the stu-

dents.  One suspect was ar-

rested in the vicinity of the

vehicle, and at press time on

Monday the other was still at

large although police are in

possession of information

that may lead to his identity,

according to Sheriff’s

spokesman Jimmy Lee.  

Are you active in Town?
Do you enjoy attending Council or Planning Meetings?

Become a Contributing Reporter 
for the Lamorinda Weekly!

Your impartial reporting of issues is more important than your pre-
vious writing experience.  

Email us at info@lamorindaweekly.com
or call 925-330-1983

Rajiv Chandrasekaran at the Orinda Bookstore Photo by Andy Scheck
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