
Wednesday, April 04, 2007Volume 01; Issue 04 www.lamorindaweekly.com

Moraga Joins Regional Communications System
By Steve Angelides

The Moraga Town Council has
unanimously agreed to sign a

letter of intent to join the East Bay
Regional Communication System
(EBRCS) to provide radio commu-
nications for its police and public
works departments.

This new system, which is
eventually expected to provide co-
ordinated emergency communica-
tions for all public agencies in
Alameda and Contra Costa Coun-
ties, except BART, is not yet
funded, but is expected to cost $60
million, according to Moraga Po-
lice Chief Mark Ruppenthal. Rup-
penthal said the plan is to seek
federal funding for the new sys-
tem. The letter of intent does not
bind Moraga to join the system,
but allows the Town to get in on
the ground floor of the planning. 

As a show of good faith, the
town is also putting up $4,400
along with its letter of intent. That
amount is calculated based on
$100 per radio. Between the Police
Department and the Public Works
Department, the Town currently
has 44 radios.

Emergency communications
for the Town are currently pro-
vided through the Contra Costa
County Sherriff’s Department.
Using the current system, the po-
lice departments of Moraga,
Orinda, and Lafayette can easily
communicate with each other.
However, with all of the other
local agencies expected to join the
new system, the Town would have
no choice but to follow suit. 

Ruppenthal explained that
during any emergency it is neces-
sary for all of the agencies to be
able to communicate with each
other in order to do their work. He
said that this became apparent lo-
cally after the Loma Prieta earth-
quake and the Oakland Hills Fire,
and became apparent nationally
after 2001.
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FREE
COMPUTER
SERVICES

FREE
COMPUTER
REPAIRS

Buy 1/2 hour at $49,
Get second 1/2 hour free

Buy 1/2 hour at $49,
Get second 1/2 hour free

Hardware, software & Internet
Set up, repair & upgrades

Wired & wireless networking
Virus & spyware removal
Data backup & transfer
Music, photos & video
Websites & programming
Personalized tutoring

Having computer problems?
We may be able

to solve your problem
over the phone for free!
Call Us Day or Night.

Ask about our Satisfaction Guarantee.

Windows • Mac • Linux • Unix
With coupon first hour. Limited time offer.

New clients only. Not valid with other offers.

Windows • Mac • Linux • Unix
With coupon first hour. Limited time offer.

New clients only. Not valid with other offers.

Located in Moraga
Over 25 Years Experience

Let us set up & secure
your computer & network!

Home & Office Visits
24 Hour Emergency Service

925-465-9567
www.DiabloLink.net
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The Right Lender to KnowTM

“My clients keep coming back

because they know I’ll find

them the best loan program,

at the best rate, every time.”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant
Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com
www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele
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