Wednesday, April 04, 2007 visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com Page: 5 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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YOUR Lafayette
Prudential California REALTOR®Does!

Offered at $749,999
LAFAYETTE BORDER - OFF RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD.
Gorgeous 4 bdrm.,2 ba. remodeled home with
stunning views! Granite in the kitchen, dual
pane windows, cent. a/c and quiet court.
Backyard with patio, lawn and pool.

call:  (925) 283-7000

Offered at $745,000

Open SUN April 1st, 2-5pm. Sunny 3 bd. home,

oak floors, quiet end of cul-de-sac on .23 acre

minutes from fwy. New maple kitchen cabs,

counters, floor; new roof in 2007.

Adjacent lot also for sale; .35 acre - $450K.
call:  (925) 283-7000

Selling your home for more money
and less inconvenience to you

We handle it all!

(#9 Prudential

2724 BUENA VISTA AVE
WALNUT CREEK

1656 PARKSIDE DRIVE
WALNUT CREEK

California Realty

999 Oak Road
Lafayette, CA 94549

925-283-7000

We use the best:
Handymen, Inspectors, Painters and Roofing Contractors
Professional Home Stagers, Traditional and Feng-Shui
Housekeeping Services
Moving Services
Mortgage Brokers & Title Companies
Full Service Strategic Marketing Plan tailored to sell your
home quickly for the best price and terms!

And much more!

Offered at $569,950
Downtown Walnut Creek! Beautifully updated 2

bd. 2.5 ba. 1,500+ sf. end unit. Walk to BART &
shopping. Granite kitchen, new carpet, crown
molding, vaulted ceilings, alarm, laundry and cent

a/c. See v-tour at ww.prurealty.com/jamescollins

Offered at

Desirable Larkey Park District. Down a long private
lane, yet near Larkey Park. This home features 3
bdrms, 2.5 ba, tile floors, new carpet and paint,
expansive rear deck with mountain views.

See virtual tour at www.2724BuenaVista.com

$739,500

Representational Artist
Brings Local Area to
Life

Artist Andrew Denman

...continued from page 1.

Also, anyone who visits
the reservoir frequently is
very much aware of them,
but new visitors are often
amazed to see the large flock

Denman painting

of wild turkeys often visible
quite close to the road along
the dam.”

In his painting, Sunset
over the Reservoir, Denman
used the view from the fire
trail at the top of Meadow
View Court in Orinda, just a

i
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“Ris for Raptor”

call:  (925) 283-7000

call:  (925) 283-7000

Life in LAMORINDA

few blocks from where he
lives. “It’s one of my fa-
vorite spots,” he said, “Of
course the coyote was not
present at the time I came up
with the idea for the piece,
though I have seen coyotes
along the trail before.”
Denman continues to
expand the confines of the
term ‘wildlife artist’ by some-

times incorporating elements
of modern art into his pieces,
as well as architectural
themes and infrastructure
(such as the windmills on the
Altamont Pass) that tradi-
tional wildlife artists would
avoid.

For example, one of
Denman’s acrylics, entitled
“Transport,” shows the con-
trast between the stark ce-
ment beams of the 680
corridor temporary overpass
towering in the sky and birds
taking flight from beneath the
freeway, while miles above
the exhaust of a jetliner cuts
through the clear blue sky.

His paintings are so intricate
he often borrows taxidermy
specimens from local muse-
ums to ensure the accuracy of
his work.

“If I can find the subject
in the wild setting in which I
wish to paint it, that’s great,

“She”
but this rarely happens,” he
said. “It is much easier to
photograph captive speci-
mens, like at the Lindsay Mu-
seum, and then place them in
an environment.”

Once while photograph-
ing a full grown male white
tiger, the trainer let the animal
get a bit closer to Denman
than she intended. “I was
crouched on the ground when
the tiger approached, gently
butted its enormous head into
my chest, and licked my
face,” he said. “He wasn’t re-
ally being threatening, but it
was a bit unnerving none the
less. Having been around
wild animals with some fre-
quency, | just tried to stay still
and hold my ground until the
trainer pulled him away.”

Other than his shirt
being wet with tiger slobber,
Denman says he was un-
scathed.

Over the duration of his
15-year career as a wildlife
artist, his award-winning
work has been featured in
magazines such as American

TOWN HALL THEATRE
COMPANY of Lafayette

Located at
3535 School St
Lafayette 94549

On the corner of School St

and Moraga Road
WWW.THTC.ORG

Artist, Wildlife Art, The
Artist Magazine and South-

west Art.  His one-man-
shows have garnered national
attention, and his representa-
tional acrylics have hung next
to such artistic greats as
Robert Bateman, Carl Bren-
ders and John Seerey-Lester.

“I feel grateful every
day that, despite the strug-
gles, I am actually making a
living doing what I love,” he
said. “I feel fortunate to have
the opportunities to observe
wildlife that I have had, to
connect with my audience
and help foster a love of art
and nature, and to meet such
interesting people, from other
artists, to collectors, to
wildlife enthusiasts and ex-
perts. Art has the ability to
expand one’s world; it cer-
tainly has mine.”

To view more of Andrew
Denman’s work, or to contact
him directly, you can visit his
website at
www.andrewdenman.com.

Although Denman
showed artistic talent in
grammar school, he says he
didn’t take private art classes
until junior high because no
one would teach light and
shadow, color theory, and
composition to little kids.
He sold his first painting
when he was only 13-years-
old, and soon after sought
gallery representation at Pa-
cific Wildlife Galleries in
Lafayette where he contin-
ues to display his work.

Gallery owner Dennis
Salvo recalls, “He started
coming in when he was just
13. At that time he worked in
colored pencil and water
color. I'm very selective
about what I display, and I
politely told him, ‘You’re
not good enough,” but he
kept coming back. I’ve never
seen anyone so determined
and focused.” A few years
later, thirty five of Denman’s
paintings were sold at his
first show at Pacific Wildlife
Galleries.

THe Mavvest ComevY oF fHem ALL!

LEND ME A
TENOR

Ken Ludwi

"Uproarious! Hysterical!"
-USA Today

MAR 22 - APR 21
For Tickets (925) 283-1557

Box Office open 3pm - 6pm, Tuesday - Saturday
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