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Jazz Messengers in Monterey

The Stanley Middle
School Jazz Messen-
gers made a three-peat ap-
pearance at the Monterey
Jazz Festival’s Next Genera-
tions Festival the weekend
of March 24. Participation in
the Festival is by invitation-
only, after a blind audition.
Music Director Bob Athayde
is very proud of his musi-
cians.

Award winner ngela Falk

“It was the best they’ve
ever played,” reported
Athayde. “Fourteen of our
kids took solos in our per-
formances. Other bands fea-
tured only a few kids. With
us, all of our kids contribute
and all of our kids grow.”

6-grader Angela Falk
won an award for her out-
standing trombone solo.

“It’s pretty cool,” she smiled.

The Round-Up is Coming!
Submitted by Debbie Mckeen

ome on down and join
the fun at this year’s
Wagner Ranch Round-Up
Saturday, April 28th
from 11:00 am- 3:00‘]’
pm. The Round-Up wel- /
comes
share in the fun, g
food and festivi-
ties! There will be
great music, terrific
food, games, pony
rides, a cake walk,
inflatable ~ amuse-
ments, a bake sale and
much more! The
Round-Up is the

,/’“

everyone to M7 e

rootin’, tootin’ event of the
year!
Don’t miss Kiss-the-
-~ Pig! Alittle fundraising
\ fun — the kids put
| quarters, dollars,
i | dimes and nickels in
» piggy banks in the
name of the teacher
they want to Kiss-
the-Pig. The teacher
with the most in
J their bank gets the
honor of kissing Basil
the Pig on Round-Up
v Day!

Burton Valley’s Science Fair
Submitted by Robin Longchamps

esse Longchamps and

Evan Brown sold pizza
at Burton Valley’s Science
Fair.

The fifth graders are
raising money by selling do-
nated goods and local deliv-

We’ll change the way you think about fitness forever.

Only your trainer
sees you sweat.

All the world
sees you fit.

ACCOUNTABILITY
IS KEY.
“At Fitness Together, we’ll help you make the

ered pizza - Pizza Oliva - to
earn money for their auto-
graph t-shirts, yearbook and
graduation party from ele-
mentary school to middle
school.
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Optimum health is the right goal - at any age - to enhance the quality of your life.
It's attainable here. Your personal trainer will keep you focused and on track.

Tee-Time!

By Andy Hubbell, Contributing Writer

he mention of balls and

tees this time of year
might bring to mind golf for
many. Butnot to local kinder-
gartners! For them, these
words conjure up the kind of
excitement only baseball can
bring, especially ifit’s the first
baseball you have ever played.
Like the time-honored spring
ritual of the grand old sport it-
self, Tee-ball has begun
throughout Lamorinda, bring-
ing kindergartners out to local
ball fields every Saturday to
learn the basic skills and rules
of the game. And with the
kids come many dads and
moms, to coach and cheer and
to generally have a great time.

But the local history of
Tee-ball, the first formative
step in our children’s introduc-
tion to the “national pastime,”
is probably not well-known,
and certainly not as deep as
some might expect. In fact,
prior to the 1980’s, young kids
in Lamorinda didn’t have the
option to learn the nuances of
hitting a baseball from a tee, at
least at an organized level.
Organized baseball essentially
meant coach-pitch with a
hardball, or in some cases an
overly-soft nerf ball, which
didn’t appeal to many parents
of kindergarten-age children.
According to longtime Mor-
aga resident Art Coombes,
one of the moving forces be-
hind establishing an LMYA
Tee-ball program in the area,
many kids were choosing to
play other sports in the spring
as a result. With young kids
of his own clamoring to play,
Coombes became Moraga’s
first Tee-ball commissioner in
1982, joining forces with two
other local volunteers, Charlie
Franklin and Kurt Jacbos, to
form co-ed leagues in
Lafayette and Moraga. One
of the first things Coombes
did was to bring in equipment,
such as batting tees and soft
baseballs, which helped sooth

The Lamorinda School
pages were created as a
place for our schools to
share with the
community all of the
wonderful things our
kids do all day.

We are currently seeking
parent-reporters
(or grandparent, aunt,
uncle, cousin, teacher,
you get the idea)!

If you are interested,
please contact the
Schools Editor,

Lee Borrowman,
at

lee@lamorindaweekly.com

Complete fitness assessment
Customized progressive goals

Comprehensive weight, cardio

and flexibility training

Continious one-on-one coaching
Private workout suite
Calorie-controlled meal plan
Regular progress tracking
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changes to enhance the quality of your life.
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FITNESS TOGETHER
1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

Lafayette

That’s my passion.”
Thomas Peeks, Owner,
Fitness Together

Lot
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Call for a complementary consultation... 925.962.0497
3586 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B

www.ftlafayette.com

parental worries of
injury. A key
piece of equip-
ment was a nylon-
coated, soft-core
baseball called the
“Incrediball.”
Produced locally
in the Bay Area,
LMYA was able to
acquire quantities
of this baseball
with the help of
another Moraga
resident, and for-
mer major league
ballplayer,  Del
Unser.

LMYA Tee-
ball was an imme-
diate success, and
has remained so to
this day. During
Coombes’ tenure
as commissioner,
games were
played one week-
day afternoon and
on Saturdays.
Much as today,
kids back then had
full  schedules.
Coombes particu-
larly remembers S
one humorous in-
cident in his Tee-ball coaching
career.

“During one game,”
Coombes recalls, “a hard
ground ball was hit to our
third baseman.

He was in the proper position
to field the ball, but the ball

i 1S

Art Coombes, with photo of himself coaching ~20 years ago

Tee-ball today

went right between his legs,
and the boy didn’t budge! I
walked over to him to ask him
why he didn’t try to field the
ball, lifted his cap, only to find
he was sound asleep! Early
morning swim practice, fol-

1y

by a full day of school, and
then tee-ball was too much for
him.”

Today, Moraga Tee-ball
games are played on Satur-
days at the upper baseball
field at Los Perales Elemen-
tary School and Lafayette Tee-
ball games are played the
same day at Stanley Middle
School. Back in the begin-
ning, under Commissioner
Coombes, team jerseys and
caps carried the LM YA name,
differentiated only by color for
each team. Today, though,
each team sports the name and
colors of a Triple A pro team,
with catchy monikers like the
Mudcats, Scrappers, Storm,
and Ironbirds. While Tee-ball
lasts only one season, these
jerseys and caps will remain in
closets for many years after,
providing touchstones to a
happy past when baseball first
touched young lives.

Gameday schedules can
be found at the following
LMYA link:
http://www.Imyasports.com/d
ocuments/TBall Baseball Ga
me_ Schedules/2007 tee-
ball game schedule.doc

Get low prices on
quality top-name products

of the month

Sale ends 04/30/07

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals

56 Orinda Way;
Tel: (925) 254-5429

Orinda, CA 94563

Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

99
WITH CARD

Your Choice: Garden Tools
Get your garden in shape with
round-point shovel or 16" bow rake.
Long-lasting tempered-steel head.
10-yr. warranty.

L 139 568, 138 633 B6

While supplies last.

of the month

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects and expert, local advice.

Jruel/alue.

START RIGHT. START HERE."

You Pay $3.99
$1 99
After $2 Mail-In Rebate. Limit 1

2 Your Choice:
& 10.1-0z. Silicone Il Caulk

Choose clear or white. Seals doors
and windows. Withstands extreme
weather. Use indoors or out.

P 510 446, 479 B12

While supplies last.

Consumer responsible for taxes.

=
99
WITH CARD

5,000-Sq.-Ft. Premium
Weed & Feed Lawn Fertilizen
Controls 200+ broadleaf weeds,
including dandelions. With
controlled release nitrogen for
extended feeding. 29-3-3 formula.
L 532 814 120

While supplies last. Phosph fre
available in some areas.

$
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