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April success tips brought to you by the Moraga Garden Center:

1. Plant ground cover now so plants will establish
a strong root system before hot weather comes.

2. Plant an herb garden to add flavor to your cooking.

Mint to garnish drinks, chamomile for a relaxing

tea and catnip for kitty.

Fertilize plants you didn’t last month.

4. Re-peat or replace loam as needed. There are new
varieties of grass that use less water, stay greener and
are more disease resistant than grass of just
5 years ago.

S. Apply iron to citrus and azaleas and other
acid loving
plants if the new leaves are yellow between the veins.

6. Terrace sloping yards to create an illusion of more
space and greater depth. Terracing also helps reduce
run-off and keeps soil in place.
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pril is right the time to prepare for your summer fiestas. Plant

tomatoes now and enjoy home-grown, vine-ripened tomatoes
this summer and fall! Use these tips for a bountiful crop and top
quality fruit:

* Select several varieties to lengthen your harvest period,
and to learn which ones taste the best and perform well in your gar-
den. Be certain to try some Heirloom tomatoes.

* Choose a sunny spot — at least six hours of sun per day —
and amend the soil with lots of Greenall Fir Mulch and add EB
Stone organics Sure Start to give them a strong start.

* Unlike almost all other plants, plant tomatoes deep, about
2 inches deeper than in their original containers. Additional roots
will form along the bared stem. Gently back-fill and firm up the
soil around the stem. Form a basin around the plant for watering.

» Stake or cage the plants to keep the tomatoes off the
ground. It’s best to put these supports in when you plant, not later,
so you won'’t disturb their roots.

» Irrigate the plant, water deeply, but not too often. Add
mulch to help maintain a more even soil moisture level.

* Delicious home grown vegetables!

Growing your own vegetables is a healthy family activity, and
there’s nothing quite like eating home grown vegetables from your
garden when harvest time arrives. No store bought vegetable,
picked weeks before ripening, can match the flavor and tenderness

B S

Lt SRR e N
Chucho Torrente works for the Moraga Garden Center

of a vegetable picked at exactly the right moment! Seasonal veg-
etables to plant in mid to late April, as the weather warms, include
tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, corn, chard, eggplant, squash, beets,
carrots and radishes.

Use the soil amendments and fertilizers mentioned above to pro-
duce more and larger vegetables.

Don’t Deep Plant Trees!

Researchers at Texas A&M recently reported strong evidence that
trees which are planted lower than their original container — as little
as 3” inches deeper — suffer detrimental effects. Species in the
study included sycamore, ash, crape myrtle, oliander and vitex,
which were all planted either at the same depth they were in their
containers, 3” below, or 3” above. Trees planted at the high level
all had 100% survival and some grew faster than those planted at
the same level. For trees planted deep, all species either had less
than 100% survival, or grew more slowly than the other trees.

By Sophie Braccini; information for this article was submitted by
Dr. Wayne S. Moore and Frances Wilson for Moraga Gardens.
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Chucho Torrente Tomato Plans at the Moraga Garden Cente
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&y Spring Flowers With this Ad:

& Bushes
& Trees Free Gladiolus Bulbs
& Vegetables with Purchase on
& Soil Tuesdays!
& Fertilizer (in April) V] ENG EN
& Organic ) o" ?o
@ Seeds Get expert advice
from Kenny and Call: (925) 930-7186
his teand Drainage Systems g
French Drains v
Subterranean Water Problems 3
Retaining Walls / Excavation
PO. Box 478; Lafayette 94549 www.devengenzo.com

< . .

" Spring is out!

' Open every day of the week
April thru October!

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

Garden nghTS landscape &

pool develop

Garden Lights is an Award Winning AT
Landscape Design-Build Firm : o
Offering Services in . . .

* Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Conerete - Carpentry
* Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
* Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
* Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797

Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded - Licensed & Insured
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REALLY COOL _
STUFF...

A family owned shop with
Really Cool Stuff for the home and
garden. A little shop filled with
hand picked items that you
will feel good about bringing :
home or giving to your best friend.

3454 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayetie » 925.284.0159
A LITTLE SHOP NESTLED UNDER THE BIG OAK TREE...
AT 2ND & MT. DIABLO BLVD » www.keenanheinz.com
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e Garden Accessories

e Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

- Open Daily -

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell |/ Nursery

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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