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Urinetown:
One-of-a-Kind Musical Production Opens at SMC
By Jennifer Wake

When starving artists
on a trip to Europe

were rationing money for
the day, they found them-
selves confronted with pay
toilets and the decision of
whether to use the facilities
or to eat.  Through this rev-
elation, the Tony award-
winning musical
“Urinetown” was born.  

Set in a futuristic
Gotham-like city with a ter-
rible water shortage, “Urine-
town,” written by Greg
Kotis and Mark Hollmann,
is a comedic tale of greed,
corruption, love and revolu-
tion in a time when water is
worth its weight in gold.
Critics describe the score as
“passionate, melodic and hi-
larious,” incorporating mu-
sical styles from Guys and
Dolls to West Side Story and
Les Miz. 

The epic musical,
which features a live five-
piece orchestra and is di-
rected by award-winning
Saint Mary’s faculty mem-
ber Reid Davis, opens
Thursday, April 26 at 8 p.m.
at Saint Mary’s LeFevre
Theatre.  

“It’s an absurd way of
saying where we’re all head-
ing,” said Davis, who is part
of a cadre of professionals
involved in the production;
the staff includes musical di-
rection by Greg Zema; cho-
reography by Megan Opel
and Shaunna Vella; scenic
design by Michael Cook;
lighting by Rob Anderson
and costumes by Valera
Coble.  Davis describes the
musical as “a 30s Depres-
sion-era musical with a dash
of futuristic dystopian
drama.”

The 16-member en-
semble cast each has a rich
character to play.  “And
they’re hilarious,” added
Davis.  “A lot of [the stu-
dents] have been working in
theater since they were little
kids.  We needed a high op-
eratic score and their voices
are astonishing.”  

The cast includes Saint
Mary’s students Danielle di
Paola, Vincent Rodriguez,
Andrew Russ, Jillian Duffy,
Marc Helou, Katie Cooper,
Elizabeth Morales, Taylor
Johnson, Mary Eileen
Young, Danny Gutierrez,

Felisa Arguello, Lillette
Lorenzana, Chris Coleman,
Jose Luis Cordoba and
Bethany Souza.  Because of
the cast’s stellar singing
ability, Davis said he and the
others realized they could
work with a smaller cast of
16 without adding a host of
supporting cast members.  

“It’s exciting to see the
students put on such a pro-
fessional production and
learn a score that’s very
complicated,” he said.
“We’re all blown away by
their talent.”

Following the opening
performance on April 26,
additional performances are
on April 27 and 28 at 8 p.m.,
a matinee on April 29 at 2
p.m. and performances on
May 2, 3, and 4 at 8 p.m. in
LeFevre Theatre on the
Saint Mary’s College cam-
pus.  Tickets are $15 gen-
eral, $10 for Saint Mary’s
College students, faculty
and staff.  

To purchase tickets please
call the Performing Arts
Department at 
(925) 631-4670.

Saint Mary's cast in rehearsal at LeFevre Theatre. Photo by Jennifer Wake
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