
Measure C on

Lafayette’s June 5th

ballot deserves our commu-

nity’s support.  Lafayette cur-

rently faces a $24 million gap

between anticipated revenues

for roads and the expendi-

tures required to maintain all

roads and fix the 118 that

have failed.  Measure C

would provide the necessary

monies to bring all public

roads to a good quality and

maintain them for the next 30

years.  Road repair and main-

tenance would be funded by

a parcel tax, not to exceed

$150 per year per equivalent

residential unit for thirty

years.

Most of Lafayette’s

homes and the neighborhood

roads that serve them were

built in the early 1960s.

Without maintenance, roads

will last for twelve to fifteen

years before their condition

declines sharply and will fail

totally after about forty years.

Reconstruction of totally

failed roads costs as much as

ten times more than main-

taining roads in good condi-

tion.

In 1995, recognizing

that the City did not have the

funds to repair and rebuild its

failing roads, voters approved

a $13 million bond which fi-

nanced the repair of arterial

and collector streets used by

the most city residents.  The

work contemplated by that

bond is complete and the

money has now been spent.

While $13 million was a

significant amount, it was far

short of that needed to repair

all of Lafayette’s public

roads.  Currently, 118 in

Lafayette are considered to

be in a “failed” condition.

The City consistently spends

$1 million a year from its

General Fund on roads.  In

addition, it has contributed

$2.6 million from its reserves

since 2004 to repair some

roads before they failed, but

those excess reserves are now

depleted.  

Some residents have

questioned why the City has

not dedicated to roads money

spent on or committed to

projects such as the Veterans

Memorial, the new library,

the Downtown Specific Plan,

the multi-sport court project,

or the Pleasant Hill Road im-

provements.  First, the City

could not have legally used

funds on neighborhood roads

that it spent or is spending –

redevelopment dollars, con-

tributions, or state grants – for

the Veterans Memorial, the

new library, or the Down-

town Specific Plan.  The

multi-sport court will be

funded entirely by Parkland

Dedication Fees and dona-

tions.  The City’s funds are

committed to the parking lot -

for which Parkland Dedica-

tions Fees cannot be used –

which will serve hundreds of

people who come to the

Community Center each

month for various programs,

events, and meetings.  While

the City contributed General

Fund dollars to Pleasant Hill

road improvements sought

by scores of neighbors, 85%

of expenditures came from

outside grants, unavailable to

repair neighborhood roads.

Of necessity, the City

must balance its scarce re-

sources among many worth-

while interests.  Forty-three

percent of our $10 million

General Fund budget goes to-

ward our small police force.

The rest supports planning,

public works, engineering,

and administration, several of

which generate revenue that

helps offset their costs.  Cut-

ting the $5.7 million on non-

police expenditures in the

General Fund budget by even

10% is not supportable, in my

opinion, and would yield

only $570,000 annually, not

nearly enough to

solve our $24 mil-

lion problem.

A vote for

Measure C is a vote

for fairness.  Our

neighbors on failed

roads have paid

their taxes to help

repair arterial, col-

lector, and some

more highly used

residential roads.

Owners of commer-

cial real property

will also pay their

share.  A vote for

Measure C is a

good investment.

Once repaired, an-

ticipated revenues

can continue to maintain all

roads in good condition, and

good roads throughout

Lafayette will enhance prop-

erty values.  Without the

needed funds from Measure

C, our roads will continue to

deteriorate, and the cost to re-

pair them will increase sub-

stantially.  A vote for Measure

C is a vote for safety.  Good

roads are safer for our cars,

our pedestrians, and our bicy-

clists.  A vote for Measure C

is a vote for an affordable tax,

an amount of money many

couples spend on only two

dinners out in town.  Finally,

a vote for Measure C is a vote

for accountability.  Measure

C provides for an outsight

committee to ensure that

moneys are spent for in-

tended purposes.

I urge Lafayette resi-

dents to join the Lafayette

City Council, the Lafayette

School District Trustees, the

Lafayette Homeowners

Council, the Lafayette Tax-

payers Association, the Dia-

blo Valley League of Women

Voters, the Lafayette Cham-

ber of Commerce, the

Lafayette Citizens for Fair

Taxes and a long list of con-

cerned citizens in voting

“yes” for Measure C on June 5.
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City Council 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Calendar

check online:

Town of Lafayette:
http://www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

for:

• all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.lafayettechamber.org

for:

• local businesses

• upcomming events

Monday, Apr 23

Monday , May 14

Lamorinda Community, Calendar, Agendas, Notes, News Lafayette

Planning Comm. 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Apr 19

Thursday , May 3

Design Review 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Tuesday, Apr 24

Tuesday , May 8

Park, Trails, Rec. 7pm
Community Center

500 St Mary’s Road

Wednesday, May 9

Circulation 7pm
Community Center, Manzanita Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, May 7

Emergency Prep. 9:15am
City Offices

3675 Mt, Diablo Blvd. Suite 265

Wednesday, May 9

Senior Services 4pm
Community Center, Alder Room 

500 St Mary’s Road

Thursday, Apr 26
Youth Services 6pm
Community Center, Elderberry Room

500 St Mary’s Road

Monday, May 14

Confused by the Stock Market?
We can help.

• Providing 25 years of sound, 
trustworthy financial advice in  
your local community.

• One of the Largest, 100% Fee Only, 
Independent Advisory Firms
in LaMorinda.*

• Experienced professionals - 
CFP®, MBA, CMFC on staff

Call now to schedule your Free Initial Meeting!
Phone:   925 - 299 - 1500        $500,000 Portfolio Minimum

Capital Advantage, Inc.
Retirement Planning & Investment Management Specialists

A Wealth Management Firm

3708 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite 200,  •  Lafayette, California 94549  •  www.CapitalAdvantage.com

* 3/2007 AUM $264MM, independent of banks, brokers or investment products.

Are you active in Town? Do you enjoy attending
Council or Planning Meetings?

Become a  Contributing  Reporter for the 
Lamorinda Weekly! 

Your impartial reporting of issues is more 
important than your previous writing experience.  

Email us at info@lamorindaweekly.com 
or call 925-330-1983

Spring Break Vacation Plans?
Going on a Ski Trip?

Let us take the worry out of
what to do with your home and pets

while you are away.

• Pet Sitting
• Dog Walking
• Pet Taxi
• Home Watch/Security,
• Collect Mail and Newspapers
• Water Plants
• Insured and Bonded

925-254-3677 Office
925-368-8978 Cell

animal-house@comcast.net

FIX OUR ROADS – SUPPORT MEASURE C
Guest Commentary

Submitted By Carol Federghi, Mayor

City of Lafayette

Auto burglary, 4/01/07  Un-

known suspect using un-

known object broke

passenger side window of ve-

hicle.  Suspect entered vehi-

cle and removed Dell laptop

computer, HP 41 Cx calcula-

tor, Nikon digital camera and

a jacket.

Suspicious circumstances,

lost property, 4/01/07  Gradu-

ating St. Mary’s college stu-

dent left purse in Bistro

restaurant of the Lafayette

Park Hotel.

Lafayette Celebrates Earth Day
in a Big Way
By Steve Richard

On Sunday, April 22, the

City of Lafayette and

Acalanes High School are

combining two exciting

events—Lafayette’s second

annual Earth Day Festival

and a student organized Sci-

ence Symposium on global

warming.  The theme is

“Global Warming – A Local

Event,” focusing on the

threat of global warming

and what we can do about it

in Lamorinda.

The highlight of the af-

ternoon is the Science Sym-

posium on global warming

from 1:00- 2:00pm in the

Performing Arts Theater at

Acalanes High School.

Acalanes students have been

planning the event since the

beginning of the year, with

the assistance of two teacher

advisors—Janet Thomas

and Thomas McNamara.

The Symposium will be

kicked off by seniors Ken-

nan Cronen and Jeremy

Wolff who will introduce

the issue of global warming

and how it is directly affect-

ing the world in which we

live.  Wolff said, “We hope

to make people realize that

even one person can make a

difference.”  

The Symposium’s

keynote speaker is well-

known Professor Dan Kam-

men, a professor in the

Energy and Resources

Group and the  Director of

the Renewable Energy Lab-

oratory at UC Berkeley, who

will talk about global warm-

ing and steps we must take

to improve our situation.

Speaker Adam Lerner will

shed light on solar panels

and Becky Shafi, an agent

with AAA, will be talking

about how to reduce green-

house gases by making

smart transportation deci-

sions.

continued on page 7

Symposium organizers Will Ewing, Helen Bullard, Kennan Cronen,
Stephanie Long and  Adithi Rajagpuram

• Affordable Monthly Rentals • Enrichment Programs

• Newly Remodeled • Computer Center

• Private Patio/Balcony • Library with Cozy Fireplace

• Gracious   Restaurant   Style   Dining • Outdoor Sitting Areas

• Weekly Housekeeping • Covered Parking Available

• Scheduled Transportation • Pet Friendly Community

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Dirt, big trucks,

music…what could

be more fun?! After years

of planning and fundraising

the new Lafayette Library

and Learning Center is

breaking ground for its new

home. The celebration is

scheduled for April 20,

2007 from 4:00 to 5:00

p.m. at the site of the new

facility at the corner of

First Street and Golden

Gate Way.  The celebration

hopes to involve the

Lafayette community in its

new Library’s ground-

breaking with a brief cere-

mony to introduce key

players followed by food,

music, and family fun.

Lafayette residents and vis-

itors are invited to join in

on this special historic day.

Speakers at the

groundbreaking ceremony

will include Mayor Carol

Federighi, Supervisor

Gayle Uilkema, County Li-

brarian Anne Cain and

Anne Grodin.

Mayor Federighi is de-

lighted to celebrate the start

of the building’s construc-

tion. The Mayor noted,

“What better way to in-

volve the Lafayette com-

munity and its friends than

to invite them to participate

in this historic ground-

breaking day for our new

Lafayette Library and

Learning Center.”

Mayor Federighi is-

sued a special invitation to

children to join the festivi-

ties. “This is a great oppor-

tunity for children to

witness the official start of

their new Library. There

will be hardhats for the

children as well as huge

construction trucks and

machinery for them to ex-

plore.” Refreshments and

music will be provided.

New Library Breaking Ground –
Come Join the Fun!

Camino Colorados, Lafayette Photo by Andy Scheck
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