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So we have a lot of activity,

some homes sold over the

asking price and some not

doing so well, and an over

whole stabilization.  But

what is the difference to

buyers between a good

house and a not so good

one?  Of course, “location,

location, location…,” but a

well organized floor plan,

good quality finishes, orien-

tation, sunlight and square

footage are all very impor-

tant in what makes a house

appealing.  Pricing too high

will hurt as well, not gener-

ating enough offers and

leading to price reductions.

But at the end of the

day, we all ask the same

questions: Is it a good time

to sell? Is it a good time to

buy?  According to Ben

Olsen, if you are planning to

move to Rossmoor this is a

very good time, because as

prices are stable here but

they have gone down by

35% over there.  Sellers

have to be aware though that

there has been a shift in the

relative powers of the actors

on this market.  Buyers take

their time, and they bargain.  

If you want to buy

today you are in a good po-

sition.  The inventory is not

too high in our area, but

there are choices.  Interest

rates are still low. Tammy

Cryer from the Home Loan

Group reminds us that you

can get a loan for 6 ¼ %

today when on the long

term, the average 30 fixed

rate is 8%.  In talking to

Cryer and other loan con-

sultants, it is clear that the

level of debt in our area is

quite high.  They confirm

that a 55% rate of debt to

gross income is deemed ac-

ceptable, provided a stellar

credit score and a substantial

income.  

So we still enjoy an ac-

tive and healthy real estate

market in an otherwise de-

pressed area.  What sets us

apart from the rest of Contra

Costa?  First, it’s our relative

affluence.  Look at Marin

County and the Peninsula --

there too, no sagging in real

estate prices.  People there,

like here, upgrade in the

same neighborhood.  But we

need to keep attracting

young families and for

them, the key is our schools.

Lamorinda real estate agents

tacitly acknowledge,

through their involvement

with LASF, MEF and EFO,

that the value of our homes

is tied to the quality of our

schools.

LAFAYETTE BORDER - OFF RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD.
Gorgeous 4 bdrm.,2 ba.  remodeled home with
stunning views! Granite in the kitchen, dual
pane windows, cent. a/c and quiet court.  
Backyard with patio, lawn and pool.

612 Alpine Court
Plesant Hill

Offered at $749,999

Open SUN April 1st, 2-5pm.  Sunny 3 bd. home,
oak floors, quiet end of cul-de-sac on .23 acre
minutes from fwy.  New maple kitchen cabs,
counters, floor; new roof in 2007.  
Adjacent lot also for sale; .35 acre - $450K.

60 Carolyn Court
Lafayette

Offered at $745,000

call:    (925) 283-7000call:    (925) 283-7000

Downtown Walnut Creek! Beautifully updated 2
bd. 2.5 ba. 1,500+ sf. end unit. Walk to BART &
shopping.  Granite kitchen, new carpet, crown
molding, vaulted ceilings, alarm, laundry and cent
a/c. See v-tour at  ww.prurealty.com/jamescollins

1656 Parkside Drive
Walnut Creek

Offered at $569,950

Desirable Larkey Park District. Down a long private
lane, yet near Larkey Park. This home features 3
bdrms, 2.5 ba., tile floors, new carpet and paint,
expansive rear deck with mountain views. 
See virtual tour at  www.2724BuenaVista.com

2724 Buena Vista Ave
Walnut Creek

Offered at $739,500

call:    (925) 283-7000call:    (925) 283-7000

Meet the New Guy at

Orinda’s Coldwell 

Banker Residential 

Brokerage

Coldwell Banker Resi-

dentail Brokerage is

pleased to welcome Walter

Nelson as its newest sales

associate.  In his new posi-

tion, Walter will specialize

in residential sales in Lam-

orinda. 

“We are thrilled to have

Walter join our team,” said

Val Cook-Watkins, manager

of the Orinda office.  “He

has been a top performer

throughout his career be-

cause of his passion for

serving customers.  We

know Walter will continue

his outstanding service and

become a favorite among

Coldwell Banker Residen-

tial Brokerage customers.” 

Prior to joining Cold-

well Banker Residential

Brokerage, Nelson worked

at Prudential Real Estate.

Before joining Prudential,

he worked at Sage Broker-

age, a full-line food broker-

age specializing in produce

and snack foods for the in-

dustrial food network. 

He is an active member

of Lamorinda Sunrise Ro-

tary, American Legion of

Lafayette and the Moraga

Chamber of Commerce.  In

addition, Nelson is a Distin-

guished Toastmaster with

Toastmaster’s International.

Nelson recently com-

pleted an intensive training

program through Coldwell

Banker Residential Broker-

age Northern California

University and Buffini &

Company, which empha-

sized the principles and

techniques of real estate. 

He earned his bache-

lor’s degree in human re-

sources and organizational

behavior from the Univer-

sity of San Francisco.

Nelson can be reached

at Coldwell Banker Resi-

dential Brokerage Orinda,

located at 85 Moraga Way

or by phone at

925.253.6334.

Real Estate in Lamorinda: A Healthy Stabilization
By Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Home Sales for March 2007

CITY/AREA NAME: LAFAYETTE

TOTAL    SALES:             25

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $500,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,640,000

MEDIAN AMOUNT:   $1,000,000

AVERAGE AMOUNT: $1,054,860

CITY/AREA NAME: MORAGA

TOTAL    SALES:              6

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $629,500

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,400,000

MEDIAN AMOUNT: $1,050,200

AVERAGE AMOUNT: $1,053,833

CITY/AREA NAME: ORINDA

TOTAL    SALES:               8

LOWEST  AMOUNT: $652,000

HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,350,000

MEDIAN AMIOUNT: $1,035,000

AVERAGE AMOUNT: $1,218,375

HOME SALES
presented by

March 2007

LAMORINDA

Home sales are compiled by Cal REesource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county
transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.
This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us by 
California REsource.  Neither CalREcource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

942 1st Street, 

$1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1610 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 3-20-07

975 1st Street, 

$840,000, 3 Bdrms, 1223 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 3-9-07

3272 Ameno Drive, 

$1,190,000, 4 Bdrms, 2102 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 3-8-07

3308 Berta Lane, 

$1,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2090 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 3-26-07

131 Castle Court, 

$1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2992 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 3-20-07

3615 Chestnut Street, 

$500,000, 2 Bdrms, 660 SqFt, 1933 YrBlt, 3-27-07

31 Diablo Circle, 

$1,603,000, 4 Bdrms, 2251 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 3-28-07

108 Greenbank Drive, 

$1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 3467 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 3-23-07

3626 Happy Valley Glen Road, 

$850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1304 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 3-23-07

678 Jennie Court, 

$820,000, 3 Bdrms, 1658 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 3-7-07

623 Laird Lane, 

$734,500, 3 Bdrms, 769 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 3-16-07

3646 Madrone Drive, 

$840,000, 1 Bdrms, 1639 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 3-15-07

3 Maloyan Lane, 

$1,640,000, 5 Bdrms, 3537 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 3-23-07

3291 Marlene Drive, 

$1,030,000, 4 Bdrms, 2354 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 3-22-07

1154 Oak Hill Road, 

$1,075,000, 5 Bdrms, 2395 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-7-07

969 Oak View Circle, 

$950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1900 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 3-22-07

2548 Pebble Beach Loop, 

$699,000, 2 Bdrms, 1871 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 3-16-07

844 Santa Maria Way, 

$980,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 3-14-07

3385 St. Marys Road, 

$1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2258 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 3-9-07

527 Silverado Drive, 

$1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2136 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 3-15-07

3180 Somerset Drive, 

$1,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2440 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 3-21-07

3378 South Lucille Lane, 

$800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1226 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 3-15-07

3177 Stanwood Lane, 

$985,000, 3 Bdrms, 1949 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 3-21-07

1 Sterling Heights Lane, 

$835,000, 3-21-07

3307 Sweet Drive, 

$1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1756 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 3-19-07

MORAGA

1977 Ascot Drive #1, 

$629,500, 3 Bdrms, 1782 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 3-13-07

325 Calle La Montana, 

$854,000, 4 Bdrms, 2340 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 3-14-07

1373 Camino Peral #A, 

$900,000, 2334 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 3-15-07

67 Shuey Drive, 

$1,400,000, 5 Bdrms, 2487 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-27-07

1721 Spyglass Lane, 

$1,199,500, 4 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 3-28-07

17 Williams Drive, 

$1,340,000, 4 Bdrms, 2826 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 3-15-07

ORINDA

64 Brookwood Road, 

$652,000, 3 Bdrms, 1351 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 3-8-07

82 Claremont Avenue, 

$845,000, 3 Bdrms, 660 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-21-07

10 Corte Holganza, 

$901,000, 3 Bdrms, 1500 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 3-20-07

59 La Espiral, 

$1,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 2564 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 3-8-07

26 Lost Valley Drive #A, 

$1,169,000, 3 Bdrms, 2108 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 3-16-07

31 Parklane Drive, 

$870,000, 3 Bdrms, 1892 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 3-13-07

20 Southwood Drive, 

$2,350,000, 1 Bdrms, 2398 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 3-28-07

61 St. Stephens Drive, 

$1,635,000, 4 Bdrms, 3058 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 3-15-07

Lamorinda Weekly is an independent publication, 

produced by and for the residents of 

Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda, California

25,000 printed copies, delivered to 

23,000 homes and businesses and other places.

Publisher: Andy Scheck; 

andy@lamorindaweekly.com

Associate Publisher: Wendy Wuerth-Scheck; 

wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Editors: 

Lee Borrowman, Schools, Life and Towns; 

lee@lamorindaweekly.com or 

schooldesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Malia McClurg, Sports; 

malia@lamorindaweekly.com or 

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Jennifer Wake, Saint Mary’s;

jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com

Contributing Writers:

Sophie Braccini, Life and Towns; 

sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Chris Lavin, Life and Towns; 

chris@lamorindaweekly.com

Cathy Tyson, Life and Towns; 

cathy@lamorindaweekly.com

Steve Angelides, Towns and Life;

steve@lamorindaweekly,com

Advertising: 

Wendy Wuerth-Scheck; wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Sophie Braccini-Lucacher; sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

Classified ads: classified@lamorinda weekly.com

Distribution: 9,500 Lafayette households

5,500 Moraga households

7,000 Orinda households

100 St. Mary’s College

2,000 Public places and local business



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


