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Miramonte Speakers Prevail

By Nee-Sa Lossing

he Miramonte High School Public

Speaking team reached their sought-
after goal once again, the state tournament.
Thirty-one students spoke at the tournament,
which Miramonte first attended in 1982.

The success of the team was spread
among many categories of speech, all of
which are practiced throughout the school
year leading up to the event.

In International Extemporaneous,
Michelle Chern was a semi-finalist, while
Tony Wang placed seventh.

In National Extemporaneous, Maria
Theophanous placed fourth and Alina
Hasanain placed sixth.

In addition, Joseph Chen was a semi-
finalist in Original Prose and Poetry, Alison
Karol was a semi-finalist in Oratorical Inter-
pretation, Zoe Pehrson was a semi-finalist in
Thematic Interpretation, and Meghan Radler
was a semi-finalist in Original Oratory.

The Public Forum debate team of

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Emily Chesbrough and
Elliot Olson competed
in the semi-finals, and
placed third in state.

All members of the Miramonte Con-
gress, a group of students assembled to em-
ulate governmental congress in competitions
against other schools, advanced in the tourna-
ment. Hayley Andrews, Alia Fite and Pierre
Thompson were semi-finalists, while Rajan
Banerjee was a finalist. The highlight of Con-
gress’ success was Nico Kirk-Giannini, who
was the state champion.

“These students worked so hard, and it
means so much to them to even qualify for
state,” said Miramonte Public Speaking
teacher Sandy Maguire. “1 was proud of all
thirty-one of them.”

After Miramonte’s triumphs at state,
eight students will continue on to participate
at the national tournament in June. Students
include Zak Dychtwald, Elise Washburn,
Shawdee Rouhafza, Tony Wang, Alina
Hasanain, Lucas Duplancic, Jordan Mushe,
and Nico Kirk-Giannini.

In Patti’s World, Everyone’s A Winner!

Patti Camras
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Other recent achievements for Mira-
monte Public Speaking include service club
competitions, in which the winners are
awarded scholarship money. Nico Kirk-Gi-
annini was the Northern California regional
champion in Rotary’s Four Way Speech
Contest, and was awarded $900. Zak Dycht-
wald, the state champion and a national quar-
ter-finalist, was awarded $1500.

For the tenth year in a row, Miramonte
students will be performing at the Orinda
Masonic Club, at an annual public speaking
event. Students include Zak Dychtwald, Nico
Kirk-Giannini, and Shawdee Rouhafza.

After many such accomplishments in
past years, and the more recent ones at state,
Miramonte Public Speaking teacher Sandy
Maguire was honored at the school’s annual
Visual Performing Arts (VPA) showcase.

“As a coach of the program I was
deeply honored to be recognized by the VPA
organization,” said Maguire.
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Come to where your trammg is customlzed and strictly prlvate.

Optlmum health is the right goal - at any age - to enhance the quality ofyour life.
It's attainable here. Your personal trainer will keep you focused and on track.

Only your trainer Complete fitness assessment
sees you sweat. Customized progressive goals
Comprehensive weight, cardio
All the world and flexibility training
sees you fit. Continious one-on-one coaching
Private workout suite
ACCOUNTABILITY Calorie-controlled meal plan

IS KEY. Regular progress tracking

“At Fitness Together, we’ll help you make the
changes to enhance the quality of your life.
That’s my passion.”

Thomas Peeks, Owner,
Fitness Together

FITNESS TOGETHER
1 Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal

Call for a complementary consultation... 925.962.0497

3586 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B = Lafayette = www.ftlafayette.com
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Celebrate Memorial Day with
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¢ Free hotdogs!
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e Free popcorn!

* Free flags!

e Ballons for thé)kids!

Saturday, May 28 e 10am-2pm

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way; Orinda, CA 94563 w =

Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet; www.truevalue.com/orindahardware START RIGHT. START HERE."






