
Grading is underway and relatively soon, late in 2007, sales will
begin on the 245 lots available for the developer constructed resi-
dences and custom homes sites that make up Wilder, located just

south of Highway 24 at the Gateway exit.  It has been approximately 20 years
since Pacific New Wave purchased what was once known as Orinda Gateway,
and Montanera, but has been re-named Wilder, one of the last large available
parcels of developable land close to San Francisco.  This project has certainly
seen its ups and downs over the years.  It was given the go ahead, had the go-
ahead rescinded, sued the City of Orinda in state and federal court, had
lengthy settlement negotiations, a golf course was at one point approved, then
taken off the table, numerous public hearings were held, and in 2001 an ad-
ditional parcel, part of the McCosker Ranch, was purchased to bring the proj-
ect up to the current 1,600 acres. Owner of the project since 1996, Orinda
Gateway, LLC has jumped through numerous hoops to get the project off the
ground.  They got approvals from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the San
Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (red-legged frog concerns) and finally the California Department of
Fish and Game (Alameda Whipsnake concerns).  In addition, there were all
the usual approvals, a Preliminary Development Plan, Final Development
Plans, and of course, Environmental Impact Reports (EIR).

Jason Keadjian, who grew up in Orinda and is now the Spokesperson
for Orinda Gateway says, “We are really excited about the project, it opens
up the entire west end of town allowing access to existing trails and providing

additional recreational opportunities for Orindans.”  Indeed, 1,400 of the
1,600 acres will be protected open space, and five state of the art playfields
will be constructed for baseball and soccer use, two with lighting and artificial
turf.  To serve the playfields, there will be approximately 300 parking spaces,
restrooms, water fountains, picnic tables and a playground.  Although Orinda
Gateway is designing and building the playfields, they will be owned and
operated by the City of Orinda once complete, and meant for public use.

Project Manager Michael Olson of Brooks Street said, “We really lis-
tened to residents’ concerns and kept the overall design reflective of the
Orinda vernacular.”  The planned swim club for use by residents-only will be
similar to the Orinda Country Club’s design, but with a much lower profile.
Landscape Architect Hart/Howerton has planned many whimsical, lush walk-
ways throughout the project.  Robert Hidey Architects Inc. is slated to design
non-custom built homes.  Designs will be subject to the Design Review
process by the City, just like everyone else.  Toward the south end of the proj-
ect an Art and Garden Center will be built for public use, with much commu-
nity input.

Prices for the large, upscale homes will be market driven.  Lots sizes
run from 9,000 square feet to ½ an acre.  In addition to the home purchase
price, buyers will have a monthly maintenance fee to cover upkeep of com-
mon areas and the swim club.

Two of the main concerns of area residents are emergency vehicle ac-
cess, and where new homeowners’ children will attend school.  Because of
Highway 24 traffic, two emergency vehicle access roads will be constructed
linking the project with Orinda proper.  One will be on Brookside, the other
on Edgewood Court off of Lost Valley.  School children will attend Orinda
schools, Miramonte, OIS, and either Wagner Ranch or Del Rey.   

For now, that consistent hum you hear is the sound of earth movers,
moving several million cubic yards of dirt, grading the property, all of course
approved by the City, and the rotor blades of a pair of helicopters hired to
pour new foundations for the four sets of PG & E towers that will be relocated
below the crest of the hill.  When you create a brand new neighborhood from
scratch, power lines clearly mar the aesthetic.
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Check out the Google Earth map of this area by going to
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=orinda+ca&ie=UTF8&ll=37.86657,-

122.189845&spn=0.011265,0.022402&t=h&z=17&om=1
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Personalized Nutrition Programs

Lasting weight loss

Lower Cholesterol

Call today to schedule your
Fitness & Body Composition Analysis

254-1080
www.lamorindanutrition.com

89 Davis Rd. #180, Orinda

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured

http://www.lamorindanutrition.com



