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ARE YOU RAISING MOSQUITOES
IN YOUR BACKYARD?

Submitted by Orchard Nursery, Lafayette
t's never too late to take a look around your home and garden
for standing water. West Nile Virus is still a concern where we
live and we can all be good neighbors by making sure we're part
of the solution. Most folks are amazed at what they find when
they actually go outside and take a good look.

We tend to forget about things we tucked in on the side of
the garage last winter, or gardening clogs or a wheelbarrow that
we left behind the shed or a water bowl for Fido that fell behind
the dog house. Here is a check list of places to look:

« Ponds, fountains, birdbaths

« Swimming Pools, spas

« Plastic Wading Pools

+ Boats

« Animal Watering Bowls & Troughs

« All Kinds of Empty Containers

« Other Standing Water
Mosquito Facts:

« All mosquitoes must have water to complete their life cycle.

- Only seven days are required to complete their life cycle

(egg to adult) during warm weather.

« Mosquitoes do not develop in grass or shrubbery.

- Only female mosquitoes bite to obtain blood.

- Male mosquitoes feed only on plant juices.

« Female mosquitoes may live as long as three weeks during

summer or many months over winter in order to lay eggs

in spring.
According to the Contra Costa Mosquito
and Vector Control District, the owner of a
piece of property on which a breeding source is located,
is responsible for the abatement and prevention of its
recurrence. The District can inform owners of mos-
quito breeding and assist them in working out a

Koi swim happily in the pond

satisfactory correction. In extreme cases, where the owner
does not accept responsibility to the public, the nuisance
may be abated and a lien filed against the property as provided by the California State Health and Safety Code.

The good news is that mosquito fish, Gambusia affinis, are indispensable to mosquito

control programs. They eat mosquito larvae as fast as they hatch. You can get mosquito fish for free from the Vector Control Office.
Use them for stocking ponds, fountains, unused or out-of-order swimming pools, and animal water troughs. They require no feeding
and all you have to do is protect them from garden sprays, chlorine or other chemicals used to clean the pond. The District stocks
thousands of these fish in artificial lakes, reservoirs, waste water disposal lagoons, natural creeks, and drainage channels to eliminate
the need for frequent spraying with an insecticide.
So, be a good neighbor and take a stroll through your garden today!
Visit with representatives from Contra Costa Mosquito Vector Control:
Saturday, July 21st, 11-1 pm. Orchard Nursery & Florist,
4010 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette; 925-284-4474
Or you can contact them:
Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control District

155 Mason Circle; Concord,
CA 94520; (925) 685-9301

E-mail: ccmvcd@ccmvcd.net

Information from the
CCMVCV handout entitled
“Are You Raising Mosquitoes in Your Backyard?”




Volume 01; Issue 08 www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, May 30, 2007

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

R saesas she st st et s

od

§

THE ART OF PRUNING JAPANESE NMAPLE

Workshop by world renown
pruning instructor Yuki Nara
Moraga Garden Center

Free for fathers... and mothers too!

June 17th 2007 - 10 AMto 12 Noon
Seating is limited,
register in advance by phone (925) 376-1810

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

Garden nghTS landscape &

pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning “ﬁﬂ\? .
Landscape Design-Build Firm b TR
Offering Services in . . . N,

: } L

* Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry
* Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
* Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
* Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797

Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years. Bonded - Licensed & Insured
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Have trouble keeping weight off?

-Phgsician cliagnosis & treatment

‘Medications &/or supplements WCigh 2 Hcalth BIG OAK (925) 2 1 0- 74'.‘00

Medical meal rePIacements Can helP you ?ir\cl WINDOW WASHING &
Mindful eatingcoacl']ing & ‘(CCP RAINGUTTER CLEANING SERVICE
«Solutions for stress, mood slcep , g o Free Fstimates ior Di

s ) t]’T h l t]"l . ® 15 Years Experience . : * Senior Discount
*Personable, customized, simpie  heaithiest gou * Insured . Ernger)fts(gB/aﬁ?YWork * Joseph Ryan / Owner

SUMMER SPECIAL 20% OFF FIRST MONTH

Call now for a
free consultation
(925) 658-2500

Call: (925) 930-7186

Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH . ©

Bariatric & Preventive Medicine & Drai nage System S g

Eg?a%ct);ntam View Drive, ¢ French Drains E

www.weigh2healthmd.com £ Subterranean Water Problems 3
Retaining Walls / Excavation

PO. Box 478; Lafayette 94549 www.devengenzo.com

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell ! Nursery
e Shrubs
e Garden Accessories

¢ Flowers

¢ Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com






