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because they know I’ll find

them the best loan program,

at the best rate, every time.”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant
Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com
www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

1777 Botelho Drive • Walnut Creek, CA 94596
serving Lamorinda since 1986
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925-627-7109

Contentious Construction Consumes
Commission & Council Clocks
By Steve Angelides

Acontentious construction project on Draeger Drive consumed
four hours of time of the Moraga Planning Commission and

Town Council last week.
Last Monday the Planning Commission spent almost two hours

before deciding that the guest unit constructed on that property in-
cluded a deck. The Town’s Design Review Board had specifically pro-
hibited a deck when it approved the project. Commission Chair Bruce
Whitley summed up the views of the commissioners when he said, “If
it looks like a deck, and quacks like a deck, then it’s a deck.”

The applicant, Mike Raff, claimed that the disputed surface was
only the roof of a pool equipment shed. However, because the surface
was accessible from the guest unit through a sliding glass door, and
bordered by a three foot parapet wall (which Raff claimed was only a
fence) the commission decided it was a deck.

The commissioners gave Raff some advice on how to eliminate
the deck, namely to replace the sliding glass door with a window, and
remove the parapet wall. Raff will have the opportunity to submit a

compliance plan before the matter comes back on the Commission
agenda.

Last Wednesday the Town Council took over two hours to de-
cide that the construction of a concrete retaining wall on the Draeger
Drive property had materially altered the grade and therefore required
administrative design review. The question originally on the agenda,
whether the wall was a nuisance, became moot because the contractor
removed the backfill from behind the wall before the meeting.



Demo Day

Just in Time for Dad’s Day!

Demonstrating Weber’s Grilling Gear, Rotisseries, 
Roasters, Smokers and much more!

Enter to Win Hourly Prizes

Giveaways include Weber

portable BBQ’s and other

valuable accessories.

(Hourly Drawings 
between 11am-3pm)

Moraga Hardware & Lumber   •   across the way 
1480 G Moraga Road  •  (925) 376-3600

Moraga Shopping Center

HARDWARE LUMBER

since 1967

a unique lifestyle store   
Shop Moraga First  •  Support your locally owned & operated businesses

Free Assembly and Delivery
(In Lamorinda June 1st - 3rd)

Come see the
largest assortment of

Weber grills 
on display & in stock

in Contra Costa
County
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30 Ramona Drive, Orinda           $875,000
Darling 3Br/2Ba       First Open Sun. 1-4

653 Augusta Drive, Moraga        $885,000
Spacious 4Br/2.5Ba  First Open Sun. 1-4

10 Berkshire Drive, Moraga       $849,000
Updated 3Br/3.5Ba   First Open Sun. 1-4

121 Cypress Pt. Way, Moraga     $779,000
MCC Single Lvl 2Br+Den Open Sun. 1-4

3320 Woodview Ct., Lafayette      $1,395,000
Gorgeous Updates 4+Br    Open Sun. 1-4

275 Paseo Bernal, Moraga          $785,000
End-unit Light + Bright     Open Sun. 1-4

3 PROFFESSIONAL AGENTS -AT YOUR SERVICE

http://www.theolsenteam.com



