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If you happened to be hanging out
in the Garden Classroom at Burton

Valley Elementary last week, you
might have had the pleasure of
watching a small group of special ed-
ucation students experiencing the
sensory delights of honeysuckles and
snapdragons, or listened in amaze-
ment to  young voices asking for
“More salad, please!”  From green
beans to chard, if your student attends
BVE she may actually be eating her
vegetables. And there are many more
lessons to be learned in the Garden
Classroom.

There are beds in the Garden
with such names as Pizza, Salad,
Soup and Salsa. Students can visit a
Hummingbird Garden, a Butterfly
Garden or the new Tops and Bottoms
Garden (inspired by Janet Steven’s
Caldecott Honor book of the same
name). Or walk through Central Val-
ley, where food crops grow, and take
the California Native Trail that fea-
tures a wide variety of native plants.
On Wednesdays students can spend
“Lunch in the Garden,” picnicking
and helping out with garden chores.

Science teacher Mallory Peirce
explains, “The garden was designed
from the beginning with curriculum
in mind.  Because of this, while the
garden has been evolving over the
past 3 years to include all elements
needed to teach the curriculum, we
initially developed the lessons to meet

the state content standards - not just
in science, but social studies and other
subjects.  Every lesson in the garden
either enriches or delivers classroom
content.” 

Peirce’s favorite lesson teaches
to a 2nd grade standard, “Soil – It’s
Alive.” Soil is made partly from or-
ganic materials and partly from
weathered rock. Thriving worm bins
and compost bins, for both food
scraps and plant materials, feature the
organic components of the soil. Noth-
ing goes to waste in the Garden
Classroom.  

Even the storm drain serves as
a focal point for a lesson on water-
shed. Science teacher Laura Lowell
takes her 5th grade classes to visit a
creek at the beginning of the school
year. Then they watch water run-off
to the Garden creek go down the
storm drain. Back in the classroom,
they use maps to trace the path of the
water to Las Trampas Creek, where it
joins Tice Creek under Broadway
Plaza to form Walnut Creek, and
moves on through Suisun Bay and fi-
nally meets the ocean. The students
make connections between water
conservation, ecology and the water-
shed.

The Garden Classroom also
serves as an outdoor laboratory for a
lesson on pollination. After dissecting
a flower in the classroom, students
use the garden to watch pollinators at

work; the Garden is home to hum-
mingbirds, butterflies, bees, small
flies and beetles all busily doing their
thing. Other classes use native plants
such as soap root in their studies of
Native Americans.

Support of many organiza-
tions, such as the BVE PTA, Soda
Foundation, LASF, Intero Realty, 
East Bay Nursery, Garden Arts, The
Water Project, and the Lafayette
Community Foundation, and
Boy/Girl Scouts have been invalu-
able. The PTA made possible last year
the hiring of garden manager/instruc-
tor Kim Curiel. Peirce says, “Having
Kim has allowed us to bring children
into the garden, on a weekly basis, for
activities. She has also expanded the
original science/social studies cur-
riculum to integrate nutrition educa-
tion, art, literature and physical
activity.” Nearly all of BVE’s teach-

ers use the Garden in one way or an-
other.  Curiel also encourages stu-
dents to just quietly observe the
Garden. She says, “Their minds re-
ally turn on when they see and smell
and taste.”

How Does Your Garden Grow?
By Lee Borrowman
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Pollinators at work

The Hummingbird Garden
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Kim Curiel (center) with special ed class 
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ORINDA ACADEMY

ORINDA ACADEMY

summer school 2007
Session 1:   June 18 - July 10
Session 2:   July 12 - August 3

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

• Earn High School Credit
• Algebra 1 & 2,  Geometry
• English. U.S. History
• Basic Skills Review for Middle School
• College Prep Requirements
• Yoga Focusing Class
• One-on-One Interaction with Teacher
• Small Class Size

College Preparatory • Grades 7-12
Fully Accredited

Music, Art, Sports, Drama, Computers

Celebrating 25 years 
in Orinda

19 Altarinda Road, Orinda    (925) 254-7553  x305
www.orindaacademy.org

Limited Openings
for Fall ‘07



Wednesday, May 30, 2007Volume 01; Issue 08 www.lamorindaweekly.com

(925) 283-1000

Hair  & Nai l s
Tuesday - Saturday

Evening Appointments

available

HAIR ASSOCIATES
11 Fiesta Lane

Lafayette
(925) 283-1000

http://www.xenophontrc.org



