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MySpace? Facebook? What’s a Teen to do?
By Nee-Sa Lossing, Miramonte High School

ver 50 million MySpace

accounts have been created
since the birth of the site in 2003,
most of them belonging to youth
between the ages of 14 and 24,
according to:
www.collegewebeditor.com.

“It’s not okay for teens to
spend so much time online, be-
cause it really affects people’s
schoolwork, and people just aren’t
personal anymore,” said Mira-
monte High School junior Sasha
Patpatia. “The other side of that,
though, is that it helps you to com-
municate with people you other-
wise wouldn’t have met. I've met
alot of cool people with the same
interests as me through My-
Space.”

Inrecent years, it is obvious
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that the social development of
teens is no longer restricted to
face-to-face interactions. With the
increasing popularity social net-
working sites, such as MySpace,
teens’ relations with their peers
have crossed over onto the inter-
net.

Facebook, another social net-
working site, used to be exclusive
to college students trying to find
friends on their own college cam-
puses. In late 2006, though, the
site became welcome to anyone
with an email address, and has
since been growing in popularity
among high school students. With
about half the amount of mem-
bers as MySpace, Facebook cre-
ates a closer-knit community that
is further emphasized by grouping
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members together based on the
school that they attend.

A major appeal of social network-
ing sites to teens is the ability to
create an online personality that
will attract other people with the
same interests.

“Social networking sites re-
ally create situations where you
can find friends and groups where
you fit in and feel like you be-
long,” said Patpatia. “I think thata
sense of belonging is something
that every teen needs, and if they
find it through MySpace, then
that’s that.”

No matter what, teens will
always find a way to create the
bonds that they need to develop
socially, whether it be online or
not.

Hair @ Nails

Tuesday ~ Saturday
Evening Appointments

available
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Xenhophon

Therapeutic Riding Center’s
15th Anhniversary

- Open House Celebration!

' Sunday June2¢ 14pm 60 Donh Gabriel Way, Orinda

Drop by for a demonstratioh, meet our horses,
4 join us for hot dogs & |lemonade!

www.Xenophontrc.org
Cerving our community ohe child at a time



http://www.xenophontrc.org
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ORINDA ACADEMY

summer school 2007

o) ' Session I: June 18 - July 10
‘ Session 2: July 12 - August 3
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

* Earn High School Credit

* Algebra | & 2, Geometry

* English. U.S. History

* Basic Skills Review for Middle School
* College Prep Requirements

*Yoga Focusing Class

* One-on-One Interaction with Teacher
* Small Class Size

Limited Openings
for Fall ‘07

College Preparatory ¢ Grades 7-12
Fully Accredited
Music, Art, Sports, Drama, Computers

Celebrating 25 years
in Orinda

((() ) ORINDA ACADEMY

|9 Altarinda Road, Orinda (925) 254-7553 x305
www.orindaacademy.org





