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In an affluent community like
Lamorinda, the pressure

amoung youth and teenagers to
excel is high, especially when it
comes to academics.  And with col-
lege admissions becoming increas-
ingly competitive year after year,
students often feel the need to spend
extra time outside of school to im-
prove their SAT scores and main-
tain solid grade point averages.  The
various tutoring businesses that
have sprung up throughout Lamor-
inda in recent years help to ease the
stress and pressures high school stu-
dents deal with daily.  From small
enterprises within the home to
large-scale organizations that cater
to hundreds of students, tutoring
businesses are booming  and help-
ing many Lamorinda students re-
ceive the extra personalized
attention they seek.  

Private tutors are common in
Lamorinda but usually only adver-
tised by word-of-mouth.  Moraga
resident Tom Clements assists
dozens of high school students from
Campolindo and Miramonte high
schools. Providing classes ranging
from physics and chemistry to ad-
vanced calculus and SAT II prepa-
ration, Tom is versatile tutor who is
knowledgeable in many subjects
taught in the Acalanes District.
Tom’s 4-6 person group tutorials
have proven to be extremely effec-
tive and worthwhile, in comparison
to traditional one-on-one tutoring.
He commented, "My approach is
much different than standard tutor-
ing, which tends to focus on solving
specific homework problems. I
present material in lecture format,

summarizing the main concepts of
the chapter we happen to be going
over for the week, clarifying the dif-
ficult sections and pointing out
strategies for problem-solving. My
teaching style is casual, compre-
hensive and straight-forward, a
style high school kids can relate to.
Also, by teaching kids in small
groups, a team spirit evolves and
kids benefit from the questions and
comments brought up by other stu-
dents in the group. I enjoy the inter-
action myself and that's one of the
main reasons I teach group ses-
sions."  

A former Saint Mary’s Eng-
lish teacher and freelance writer,
Tom brings special expertise to the
writing and grammar sections of the
SAT. His strategies for acing the
essay portion of the new SAT test
have helped numerous students re-
ceive perfect scores to boost their
overall total. By laying out several
simple steps in crafting a strong
essay, students have been able to

begin the test with calmness and
ease. In addition, Tom is currently
working on a new book, How to
Write a Killer SAT Essay in 25
Minutes or Less, which is sched-
uled for publication in the upcom-
ing months. 

Tutoring is no longer just for
failing students who need a leg up
and some extra support outside the
classroom environment—Lamor-
inda students of all ages, even those
with already stellar records, spend
hours with private tutors or in group
sessions to help them maintain solid
grades.  As Clements commented,
“It's unfortunate, but competition is
unavoidable these days. That's one
reason why tutors are in such de-
mand; parents know that high
grade-point averages and good SAT
scores are paramount in determin-
ing which school their son or
daughter gains admission to. In a
perfect world, it would be other-
wise. As it is, both parents and stu-
dents have to deal with the reality.

Meet Tom Clements, Tutor Extraordinaire
By Sarah Henningsen, Campolindo

Tom Clements with wife Michi
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Lamorinda Resident for 31 Years

• Diversification
• Tax Deferral
• Tax Depreciation
• Single Tenant Triple Net

We help 1031 Exchange 
Investors and Private Clients
acquire Net Leased and 
Tenant-in-common properties.

THE SUREST WAY TO
STOP WORRYING ABOUT YOUR

1031 EXCHANGE
IS TO START LOOKING FOR ONE

David Waal, Principal
(925) 407-4747

2950 Buskirk Avenue, Suite 300
Walnut Creek, California 94597

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member/NASD SIPC

http://www.absolutecenter.net
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Skin Enhancements
Professional Skin Care By Myrna Taiariol

Myrna Taiariol
Licensed Esthetician

1040 Brown Avenue
Lafayette, CA  94549
Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday

By Appointment

925.212.3150

Facials
Peels/ultradermabrasion
Waxing
Tinting
Ear Piercing
Skin Tag Removal www.skinenhancements.com

Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616   •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

Full Service Bike Shop: 

• Repairs, Tune-ups
• Cycling Apparel

• Shoes, Accessories

Orbea  &  Look
Road Bikes

• Road Racing • Road Touring
• Comfort Road • City Bikes
• Bike Path • Cruisers
• Womens Specific Designs
• Mtn. Cross-Country
• All Mountain
• Kids Mountain
• Kids Road
• Little Kids

Major and Minor Brand’s from:
- Santa Cruz  - Orbea - Look

- Independant Fabrications
- Moots - Calfee - Parlee

- Lemond - Gary Fisher
- Trek Womens Specific
- Ellsworth - Co-Motion
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