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High-Tech Sewing Studio with Bling!

Sewnow! Makes Sewing Accessible to Everyone

By Lee Borrowman
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Susan Goldie checks a beginning student's work
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« Custom Designed Jewelry

« Remodel Heirloom Jewelry

« Expert Repair
« Appraisals
- Pearls Restrung
Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5
“The Forge”

283-2988 www.waredesigns.com 'L

50% off

Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 1 1wc botery pr prson . 3/51/0.

Usually insatlled while you wait.
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

Have trouble keeping weight off?

OPlﬂgsiCian diagnosis & treatment
*Medications &/or supplements

'MCCJ ical meal rePIacements

Mindful eating coaching

«Solutions for stress, mood, sleep

'Personab[e, customized, simPIC

SUMMER SPECIAL 20% OFF FIRST MONTH

Call now for a
free consultation
(925) 658-2500

Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH
Bariatric & Preventive Medicine
953 Mountain View Drive,
Lafayette
www.weigh2healthmd.com

Weigh 2 Health
Can helP you find
& keep
the healthiest you

n a large room that’s flooded

with natural light and that
somehow seems calm and quiet
even when it’s full of excited stu-
dents, Susan Goldie leans over a
young girl’s shoulder and says
softly, “You’re doing a great job,
and I love your choice of
fabrics!” The girl smiles, and con-
tinues to carefully guide her cre-
ation beneath the slowly-moving
needle of a sewing machine while
her mom looks on proudly. “I
can’t sew a stitch myself,” says
the mom, “so I’'m absolutely de-
lighted that my daughter has this
chance to learn!”

The place is Sewnow!,
which opened its doors in
Lafayette  last ~ December.
Sewnow! offers classes in fashion
design and sewing for kids (8+),
teens and adults, specialty work-
shops on topics such as embroi-
dery and alterations, “open
studio” access, custom birthday
parties and an immensely popular
summer camp.

“We (Goldie and husband
Peter) came up with the concept
for Sewnow! when we realized
that young girls and teens were
very interested in creating their
own fashions, and there is not re-
ally anything available that allows
them to learn the traditional art of
sewing in a modern, hip way,”
explains owner Goldie, who is
also one of three supremely pa-
tient instructors at the studio.

Sewnow! gives budding
fashion designers the chance to
create their own clothes that ex-
press their unique style and per-
sonality. “Every project begins at
the design table, where students
use our templates to plan their de-
sign, choose their fabric and find-
ings, and sketch their idea. We
then teach them all the skills they
need to cut it out and sew it to-
gether,” Goldie continues. “It is
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so rewarding and exciting when
young designers complete their
first tote bag and are amazed to
see how professional it looks.”

The classes are popular
with kids and adults alike, quickly
becoming a favorite after-school
activity this past spring. “90% of
the students from our first session
of Fashion Sewing 101 returned
to do our 201 class, and we have
been excited to add an extra camp
session this summer in response
to high demand,” notes Goldie.
“Adults using our open studio
time have commented that our
machines are incredible-‘they
even thread themselves!’, and it is
so nice not to have to use the din-
ing room table to cut out a big
project.”

And the bling? Many of the
kids’ projects are finished at a
table dedicated to decoration. If it
sparkles, shines or glitters, it can
be attached to a creation. Can you
have too much bling? “Yes,” said
Goldie during a recent birthday
party, “We usually have to set a
time limit, or else they’ll just keep
adding more!”

Who Are They?

Susan and Peter Goldie live in
Lafayette. Susan is a graduate of
LaSalle Fashion College in Mon-
treal with nineteen years of expe-
rience in fashion design. She has
designed costumes for major the-
atrical productions and also ran a
couture design business offering
custom wedding gowns and
evening wear. Peter is a success-
ful business executive with
twenty-one years of marketing
and management experience.
Where Are They?

Sew Now! is located at

960 Moraga Rd, Lafayette.

For more information go to
http://www.sewnow.com,  or
email info@sewnow.com.
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Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

“For all your drainage needs”

* French Drains

¢ Underfloor Drains

* Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

* Retaining Walls

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208
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visit our website

www.bayarea drainage.com



http://www.bayareadrainage.com



