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Teen Scene: An Editorial on Gun Control
By Taro Takigawa, JM graduate

On Monday April 16, 2007, University of
Virginia Tech student, Korean Cho

Seung-Hui, killed 33 people, including himself,
in the worst school massacre in the history
of the United States.  Because of Virginia’s
overly lax gun control laws, Cho was able to
purchase two semiautomatic guns near the
Virginia Tech campus.  Unfortunately, it takes
a tragedy like this to demonstrate our need
for stricter gun control laws in all 50 states.

Unrestricted gun laws in Virginia
allow citizens to purchase unlicensed hand-
guns with no collapsible stock or an un-
threaded barrel once a month.  This law
should be abolished and a stricter, revised
gun control policy should be implemented.

In 2005, 14,860 homicides occurred
in America.  Out of those 14,860, 10,104
were killed by firearms.  Gun-related homi-
cides are tragic and to prevent them, many
states should attempt to pass California gun-
control laws like Kasler vs. Lockyer and Har-
rott vs. County of Kings to make purchasing
firearms more difficult.  Policies and laws
such as these would effectively limit gun vi-
olence around the country.

To reduce illegal gun selling, former
President Bill Clinton signed the Brady Bill
into law in 1997.  It requires that any person
or persons buying a firearm receive a back-
ground check and prevents criminals and mi-
nors from legally purchasing firearms.
However, in spite of constant amendments
and changes to the Bill which have limited its
effectiveness, the Brady Bill is a step toward
reducing gun violence.

To stop gun violence in the United
States, we should have an effective program
that commits additional police to crime-pop-
ulated areas.  Operation Ceasefire is a mis-
sion to stop teenage crime and gun violence
in Boston.  Today, Operation Ceasefire is in-
credibly effective, preventing much crime in
the Boston area.  According to a Harvard
University Kennedy School of Government
study on Operation Ceasefire, “…For the
second full year of operation, through May
31, 1998, there was a 71% decrease in homi-
cides by persons ages 24 and under and a
70-percent reduction in gun assaults (for all
ages).”  Therefore, programs similar to Op-
eration Ceasefire should be implemented
where crime is a huge issue, like Los Angeles,
California.

To prevent future tragedies, people
should fight for harsher gun control laws
that ban the selling of firearms to underage
children and irresponsible adults.  By taking
actions and enforcing laws in the United
States, we can stop the majority of sense-
less gun homicides like the massacre at
Virginia Tech.

Taro Takigawa
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Law Office of Radcliffe & Radcliffe
455 Moraga Road, Suite A
Moraga, California 94556
925.376.2325 – 925.376.2328 (fax)

Serving Lamorinda for over 30 years.

Martha C. Radcliffe – Estate planning
Lisa J. Radcliffe – Family Law, custody, support and visitation

Orinda Optometry Group
Dr. Kristine M. Eng • Dr. Weylin G. Eng • Dr. Kelly S. Shintani

20 Orinda Way • Orinda • 925.253.1320

Newly remodeled o!ce & expanded frame selection
Total eyecare for infants to adults  •  Glaucoma, cataract & diabetic eye evaluations

•  Urgent eyecare available  •  Contact lenses including Bifocals
Laser surgery consultation  •  Most insurance accepted

ORINDA ACADEMY

ORINDA ACADEMY

summer school 2007
Session 1:   June 18 - July 10
Session 2:   July 12 - August 3

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

• Earn High School Credit
• Algebra 1 & 2,  Geometry
• English. U.S. History
• Basic Skills Review for Middle School
• College Prep Requirements
• Yoga Focusing Class
• One-on-One Interaction with Teacher
• Small Class Size

College Preparatory • Grades 7-12
Fully Accredited

Music, Art, Sports, Drama, Computers

Celebrating 25 years 
in Orinda

19 Altarinda Road, Orinda    (925) 254-7553  x305
www.orindaacademy.org

Limited Openings
for Fall ‘07
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Golden Gate Boys Choir
and Bellringers SummerMusicCamp

For a camp packet, call the GGBC at (510) 887-4311 
or view web site   www.ggbc.org

Resident and Day Camp Programs
July 29 - August 11, 2007

Diocesan Youth Retreat Center
1977 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette 94549

• Choral music 
• Orff instruments, handbells, chimes

Full afternoon swimming & sports 
program, arts and crafts




