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Design Board Reviews Content-

Neutral Sign Ordinance
By Steve Angelides

he Moraga Design Review Board spent its June 25 meeting re-

viewing the first draft of a proposed content-neutral sign ordinance
prepared by Planning Director Lori Salamack.

Salamack prepared the draft following a study session at the
Board’s previous meeting during which the Board heard a taped pres-
entation by a law professor who said sign ordinances should be con-
tent-neutral to be enforceable.

The Town’s current sign ordinance is not content-neutral. It has
special provisions for reader boards and marquees, memorial markers,
flags, barber poles, political signs, real estate signs, service clubs, service
stations, special events, and time and temperature signs, among others.

Salamack’s draft proposes to regulate signs depending on the use
of the property where the sign is posted instead of the content of the
sign. “Let’s just say that will be easier to enforce,” Salamack explained
to the Board. Asked how broken the Town’s current ordinance is, Sala-
mack would say only, “it’s broken.”

At the meeting the Board members and the three Town residents
who attended and spoke suggested several significant changes to Sala-
mack’s draft.

The draft allows a permanent 6 square foot illuminated sign on
residential property. It was suggested that only externally illuminated
signs be permitted on residential property, and that 6 square feet was too
large.

Acknowledging the wishes of the merchants who spoke at the
study session for a neon “open’ sign, the draft would allow a one square
foot neon sign. It was suggested that “open” signs that small might not
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be readily available.

The draft limits temporary signs on non-residential property to
10% of the window area. It was suggested that Walnut Creek’s limit of
15% might be more appropriate.

Acknowledging the merchants’ wishes, the draft permits tempo-
rary “A frame” signs on non-residential property. It was suggested there
be a limit on how far from the store front such signs could be placed, a
limit on what percentage of the merchants in each shopping center could
have such temporary signs at one time, and a limit on how close such
signs could be to a scenic corridor.

In an effort to accommodate open house signs, the draft permits
temporary self-supporting signs on Town sidewalks from noon to 5 p.m.
on Sundays. However, after it was pointed out that most of Moraga
lacks sidewalks, Salamack said that issue needs to be rethought.

Salamack said she will prepare a second draft incorporating the
suggestions made at the meeting, and present it to the Board in August
at the earliest.
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