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This Friday - Outdoor Theater for the Younger Set!
By Lee Borrowman

If “Man and Superman,” the current Cal Shakes production at the Bruns
Amphitheater, is a bit too much for your family, head out to Moraga this

Friday instead.  The heat of Agrabah will fill the air when young performers
take the outdoor stage in the Disney musical “Aladdin, Jr.” Audience mem-
bers are encouraged to bring picnic dinners, blankets and lawn chairs to the
evening performance at the Hacienda de las Flores at 7:00 on July 27th.

Producer/Director Rachel Pergamit has been teaching children’s the-
atre for twenty years. A veteran performer and director, she founded the
After School Drama Club in 1999, adding a Summer Drama Camp in 2006.
Pergamit started performing with the Moraga Playhouse when she was
seven, later directing for the Children’s Theater division and Main Stage.
She has worked for theater companies all over the Bay Area, and is currently
the Assistant Artistic Director and a member of the Board of the Galatean
Players and the Production Coordinator for the City of Walnut Creek Civic
Arts Education program. 

To prepare for Friday’s performance, the cast of children, ages 8-13,
has spent 3 weeks learning the ins and outs of producing a musical from
theatre professionals. Pergamit says, “The kids are learning the basics
of live performance -- how to put together a show and perform it for a
live audience.  But more than that, they are gaining self-confidence and
inner strength.  They are being challenged in a safe and comfortable en-
vironment.  We create theatre in a low-key, high energy atmosphere.
This isn't about creating a star but instead about teaching the children

how to work as an ensemble.” 
Debbie Parish’s daughter Emily has enjoyed performing with the

After School Drama Club, and after attending a performance of last
summer’s production insisted on joining the cast this year. Parish says,
“Rachel (Pergamit) is great with the kids. It’s wonderful to have a local
arts offering that kids can take advantage of.”  

Drew and Rachel Jackson are in their second year at Summer
Drama Camp. Their mom, Mary Cosola, believes that kids respond well
to Pergamit, who manages to be an effective director while giving the
kids an opportunity to have fun. Additionally, Cosola says her kids get
some of the same advantages from being in an ensemble cast that chil-
dren get from participating in organized sports. “They learn to work as
a team, and do their part to support the group effort. Everybody wins in
the end!”

What does the cast have to say?  “Come see us! We’re going to be
fabulous!”

Pergamit’s production staff includes Music Director Frank Ryken,
who is also the Chorus Master of the Moraga Community Chorus, cho-
reographer Nicole McGann, and Brian Pergamit,  co-producer and Tech-
nical Director.

Advanced tickets are $6 and can be purchased by calling 925-300-
8337. Tickets are also available at the gate for $7. Gates open at 5:30 for pic-
nickers. For more info, go to www.AfterSchoolDramaClub.com.

Rachel Pergamit

The cast of Aladdin, Jr on the Hacienda stage Photo by Lee Borrowman
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Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way;   Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

Sale ends 07/31/07

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

© 2007 by True Value ® Company, Chicago, IL 60631

Get outstanding low prices
on quality products

of the month

• Up to 8,500 sq. ft. coverage
• Easily adjustable for full or partial pattern
or reversing full circle, at different distances
• Wide, stable flow-through poly base
L 767 184 B4 While supplies last.

• Built-in timer for automatic operation
• Up to 3,500 sq. ft. coverage
• Poly base, metal spray tube
L 581 817 B6 While supplies last.

2-Pk. OFF!
6-Oz. Deep Woods
• Great for hiking and camping
• Repels ticks, mosquitoes,

aflies, gnats, no-see-ums,
fleas and more

• 25% DEET
L 767 303 F18 
While supplies last.

6’ Black Wrought
Iron Torch
• Beautifies your patio,

deck or garden
• Adds illumination
• Weather-resistant
L 685 885 F18 
While supplies last.
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Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers

For a camp packet, call the GGBC at (510) 887-4311 
or view web site   www.ggbc.org

• Choral music 
• Orff instruments, 

handbells, chimes

Parents Day Concert
Free and open to the public

Saturday, August 11, 2007
2:00 p.m. in the afternoon

Diocesan Youth Retreat Center
1977 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette




