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Ware  Des ign s
Fine Jewelry since 1977

• Custom Designed Jewelry
• Remodel Heirloom Jewelry
• Expert Repair
• Appraisals
• Pearls Restrung

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tues 12-5 Wed-Sat 10-5

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 8/31/07.
Usually insatlled while you wait. 
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.“The Forge”  

No to Assessment = No Twinkle Lights?
By Cathy Tyson

Recently Lafayette business owners voted on an assessment to
increase the fees payable to the City for upkeep of medians, tree

trimming, sidewalk repair, colorful downtown banners and twinkle
lights at Christmastime.  Sadly the assessment, officially the, “Core
area landscape and lighting assessment district” only garnered a 30%
yes vote.  This assessment was last increased in 1984; costs for the
City have significantly increased since then.   In the intervening years
the fees for property owners have remained the same with the City
of Lafayette picking up the increasingly large difference. 

Right now the budget for Core Area Landscape and Lighting
is $500,000; business owners pay $158,000. 

The City proposed a 50/50 split of the costs, including up to a
3% annual increase for inflation, if necessary.  While the assessment
covers specific costs, what residents and businesses gain is overall
ambiance, which helps keep Lafayette a vibrant upscale place; which
in turn, helps bring in shoppers and restaurant patrons.

Going forward the City of Lafayette will start discussions with
the City Council at its scheduled meeting in September.  The plan is
to start with a budget of zero and start adding from there.  Its Eco-
nomics 101 – allocating resources in an environment of scarcity.
Residents recently voted 60% in favor of re-paving roads.  The ques-
tion becomes, what is more important to residents, roads or twinkle
lights?

The formula that determines what each property owner pays is
a bit convoluted, but mostly based on the street front footage.  For ex-
ample the Oakwood Athletic Club pays the most, because it has a
large street front footprint.  Oakwood was in favor of the proposal;
the 50/50 split would still be a bargain, certainly less than the expense
of paying out of pocket for median maintenance.  Locally owned
businesses were generally supportive, they understand the overall
look of the City has a positive impact on their business.  Owners who
voted no were for the most part out of town franchise operations.

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED SINCE 1960

CORAL POOL
SERVICE INC.

3463 Golden Gate Wy; Lafayette 
(Just Off Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

POOL REPAIRS & REMODELING
COMPLETE RETAIL STORE & SUPPLIES
WEEKLY & VACATION SERVICE

283-0300SERVING
LAFAYETTE  •  MORAGA  •  ORINDA

CONTRACTORS LICENSE: #C53-292571

We Service What We Sell

Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm; Sat 9am-5pm

Buy on-line at 
www.swimingpool.com Pool Toys on Sale now

SALE



925-2
83-21

60

www.professionalautomotive.net

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Paintless Dent Repair
Computerized Color Matching
Complete Detailing Services
Expert Unibody Reconstructions
Free Computerized Estimates
Insurance Work Specialists

All Work Guaranteed With Written Warranty




