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Proposed High School Calendar Rocks Lamorinda

By Sophie Braccini
he Acalanes Union High

School District’s (AUHSD)
Governing Board failed to approve
the proposed 2008-2009 academic
calendar at when it met on August
29th. Kathy Coppersmith and
Vanessa Crews voted in favor of
the new calendar, while Tom Mul-
vaney and Richard Whitmore were
opposed. Judy Carney, who would
have been the tie-breaking vote,
was absent. The future of the cal-
endar remains ambiguous at this
time while Superintendent Jim
Negri determines the appropriate
course of action.

The proposed calendar was
designed to reduce students’ stress
and maximize their learning experi-
ence by equalizing the length of the
two semesters, ending the first se-
mester before the winter break. To
achieve this, the school year would
start a week earlier, on August 18th
2008, and would end on June 5th,
2009. The number of instructional
days would remain the same.

Serious discussion around
rendering the calendar more suited
to student needs began during the
2005-2006 school year. In 2006-
2007, the proposed modifications
were the subject of negotiation with
the Abalones Education Association

(AEA), and the public at large lost
sight of the issue. The proposed
calendar was accepted by the AEA.

Teachers believe that having
students take first semester exams be-
fore the winter break will allow them
to enjoy a more peaceful, relaxing
vacation and will result in a more ef-
ficient January. In addition, Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) exams
would take place in late May thereby
eliminating the “dead week”” after the
AP exam and giving those students
an extra study week during the year.

Many parents spoke against
the proposal, challenging the Dis-
trict’s position that it would reduce
student stress, and arguing that
changing the calendar would create
conflicts in families that have stu-
dents in elementary or intermediate
schools. It is not known if other
local school districts would revise
their calendars to conform to
AUHSD’s, and parents had con-
cerns about the potential disruption
to family vacations. Some suggested
that different district schedules
would drive parents to pull kids out
of school, which would result in a
loss of state funds. Others were dis-
pleased with the way the project had
been conducted, and reminded the
Board that parents are their con-

stituency and should have been
polled and/or involved.

Detailed information can be
found at http://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
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Best School Year Ever!!

Since 1977, Huntington has helped students,
grades K-12, in the following areas:

* Study Skills

* Writing

* SAT/ACT PREP

* Reading
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LAMORINDA ¢ 490 Moraga Road ¢ Moraga ¢ (925) 377-0737
(Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

fashion studio

Fashion Design & Sewing Classes for Kids, Teens and Adults
Create your own unique clothes or home decor. Daytime, afterschool, evening or Saturdays.
Don't worry if you miss the first class - we can catch you up!

New: Mother/Daughter class for Kindergarteners, Boys sewing classes.

For more information drop-in, cal

- Open Studio Time + Brother sewing machines + Custom embroidered gifts + Girl Scout meetings + Birthday parties

sewnow! 960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette [1 block S of Mt. Diabla] (925) 783-7396 info@sewnow.com

‘j% nOW [ - gesign it

- make It
- wear it

or visit: www.sewnow.com



http://www.sewnow.com

Volume 01; Issue 15 www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, September 5, 2007

Your child’s probably ready
to go to UC Berkeley.

Your children are precious, aren’t they? And one of their most precious gifts is
their eyes.That’s why we encourage you to have your children’s eyes examined
first at nine months of age, again at three years, and regularly after that.

Who are we? WE're the University of California Eye Center in Berkeley, a key
part of UC’s toptrated School of Optometry.And we can offer you a great deal
of expertise with youngsters’ eyes.

In fact, here at YC we’ve developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play, and to
diagnose and treat any vision problems even before they can read an eye chart.

We take most vision insurance plans, and accept all major

credit cards. So bring in the whole family for their eye exams.
(You'll absolutely love our Eye Wear Center, with its incredible
selection of designer frames!) We'll look for you!

UC BERKELEY

LIV  Open to the Public 7 Days|a week www.caleyecare.com
Free parking next to Cal Memorial Stadium with appointments. 510.642.2020
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Are you sure you are getting the education you are seeking for your child?
It is not too late...

to choose a Superior Education for your Child this Fall!
Saklan Valley School

can provide your child:

- Smaller Classes - « Greater Critical Thinking Instruction .
- Higher Expectations and Higher Accountability - - Greater Foreign Language and Global Studies Education -
« A Safer and More Caring Community . - Better Character and Leadership Education -
« More Science and Technology Learning - « More Field Trips, Travel, and Experiential Education -

Call or Visit our Website Today; Spaces Still Available!
Small Classes Make a Big Difference
Preschool through 8™ Grade * Van Transportation and Extended Care Available ¢ Independent * Accredited by WASC & CAIS ¢ Not-for-Profit

Call Now to

s a kl a “ Schedule a Tour

s\ saklan|valley |school

925-376-7900
www.saklan.org






