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Rheem Center Woes
By Sophie Braccini

he Box Guy, 2nd Generation Consignment, Star Shoes, The

Karate and Fitness Place, Mia and Friends, Special-Tees, Imelda
Ward, Beauty Source....the list of businesses that have left, or are leav-
ing, the Rheem Center is long, and growing longer every month.
Some of these businesses have relocated; others have packed it up and
called it a day. This might be considered business as usual and not of
major concern had new merchants been moving in to take their place,
but the number of empty spaces is clearly rising. Of the fifty-one store-
fronts in the Rheem Center, eight are currently vacant.

Jack White, the owner of Beauty Source, says he had no choice
but to pull out of Rheem. The new owner of the Center, Kimco Realty
Corporation, notified him that his lease would cost 25% more when re-
newed; Beauty Source had been in operation at Rheem for ten years
and was profitable, but not enough for White to be able to afford the
rent hike.

White was able to secure a new location two miles south in the
Moraga Center, which currently has several vacancies as well, al-
though recently more businesses are moving in rather than out; Beauty
Source will once again be the neighbor of the Karate and Fitness
Place, which also made the move down the street from one Center to
the other.

Rising rents may not be the only problem at Rheem.

Lisa Taapken, who owns “Mia and Friends,” a creative specialty
clothing store for girls, left the Center a few months ago. “The side
of the Center where my store was is totally distressed,” says Taapken.
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Empty storefronts at Moraga's Rheem Center

“We’ve seen depredation from teenagers, and many times I had to
call the police,” she adds, “and still we, the tenants, had to pay for
any damage.” Taapken now runs two “Mia and Friends” stores in
Walnut Creek.

White also points out that not all Moragans are supportive of
their local stores. Lori Stubblefield, of Lori’s Perfect Tan, agrees:
“We have as much selection and quality products in our stores than
any Walnut Creek retailer, and for off-season swimwear people come
from Blackhawk to shop here, but some local people just don’t want
to shop in Moraga.” For Stubblefield, who has been building her
business for eleven years, the next challenge will be the renewal of her
own lease at the end of the year. She fears that if she has to face a 25%
increase, Lori’s Perfect Tan will be history.

Is the Rheem Center getting the wrong end of the stick in the revi-
talization of Moraga? The Moraga Economic Development Advisory
Committee (EDAC), a group appointed by the Town to help energize busi-
ness, sees a mixed picture at Rheem. EDAC points out that some busi-
nesses have been doing very well for years at the Center, but suggests that
it is in the best interest of all if rents remain at fair and reasonable levels
for big and small businesses alike. EDAC has hired a retail consultant,
Maplnfo, that will make recommendations on an economic strategy and
on the types of businesses needed for both the Rheem and Moraga Cen-
ters.

Phil Vince, Moraga’s Town Manager, is a strong supporter of
the Rheem Center although he agrees that the Moraga Center has been
higher on the Town’s priority list than has Rheem: “We have 177 acres
of vacant space (at the Moraga Center), versus 7 at the Rheem
Center,” explains Vince, “and the Bruzzone family, which owns the
Moraga Center, has been working with us for years, with experts, on
the development of that space.”

We made several attempts to contact Kimco for this article, but
received no response to our calls inquiring into plans for revitalizing
the Rheem Center, which is one of hundreds of shopping centers
owned by Kimco in the US and Canada.
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Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

“For all your drainage needs”

* French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208

9253779209

visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com




across the way...

a unique lifestyle store

retreat - relax - rejuvenate

Exquisite Egyptian cotton towels by Abyss
Luxurious bath rugs from Habidecor

Experience fine European bath linens

Abyss ¢ Hahidecor

Cacross the way)

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3 ¢ 1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)
Shop Moraga First ® Support your locally owned & operated businesses
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Margot & Hal Kaufman
Real Estate. Real People.

Margot 925.260.4787
Hal 925.260.4799

e Shrubs

e Garden Accessories

* Flowers

¢ Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda
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Remodeling & Additions Bay Area Ceiling Pro and Painting, Inc.
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The deal just got better!
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*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is based on the Prime Rate published in The Wall Street Journal. APR is subject to change monthly. For lines of credit with a maximum combined loan to value of 80% or less, the rate will be prime minus .75%. For lines of credit with a maximum combined loan to FDIC .I_'E‘.H E;Eq
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any time without notice. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Available to owner occupied 1-4 family residential or condominium properties. Offer is for new HELOC customers of Pacific National Bank.





