Wednesday, October 3, 2007

Lamorinda Community,

Calendar

City Council ~ 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo
Wednesday , Oct 10
Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room

2100 Donald Drive

Monday, Oct 15
Design Review

Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Oct 9
Park & Rec

Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, Oct 16
Liaison

Fire Station

1280 Moraga Way
Friday, Oct 12

Chamber of Commerce 8am
Terzetto’s Cuisine
Moraga Shopping Center

Friday, Oct 26

check online:

Town of Moraga:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
for:

¢ all meeting notes
* calendar updates

7:30pm

7:30pm

8:00am

Safe Not Safe, 9/22/07 Unknown
suspects pried open a side door at
Gourmet Glazed Hams in the
Rheem shopping center. Suspect(s)
removed table top safe, nothing else
was taken or disturbed. Fingerprints
were obtained.

Loud Party, 9/22/07 Report of a
loud party in the area of Thune Ave.
and Larch Ave. Officer heard loud
noise, and noticed about 20 cars
near a residence on Thune. When
officer contacted the resident, the
party guests started to leave.

Car Theft, 9/21/07 An individual
parked his 1998 Mercedes SUV
along St. Mary’s Road at approxi-
mately 8:40 in the morning. The car
was locked, but the driver left the ig-
nition key on top of the rear wheel
while he took a walk. When driver
returned about 10:00 the car was
gone. He walked home and called
the police.

Medical Assistance, 9/17/07 Police
responded to an apartment on Ascot
Drive to check on a 66-year old resi-
dent who had not been seen for two
days, which was unusual for her. The
apartment manager opened the door,
the resident was found laying on her
back in an upstairs bedroom. She
was unresponsive, and her breathing
was shallow. Emergency medical
personnel took her to Kaiser.

Town May Ease Second Living Unit Restrictions

By Steve Angelides

he Town Council has

asked the Planning Com-
mission to look into easing the
Town’s second living unit re-
strictions to allow more afford-
able housing.

Under the current restric-
tions enacted in 2003, no sec-
ond units have been allowed
and only two units have been
proposed. Architect Michael
Carradine told the Council that
he proposed one unit for him-
self and one unit for a client,
but that both were built as
guest houses instead because
they could not meet the strict
requirements for second units.

Carradine said that guest
houses do not have a stove and
do not count toward the
Town’s required number of af-
fordable housing units. “The
Town has effectively shot itself
in the foot by this very restric-
tive process,” Carradine told
the Council.

Carradine spoke at length
about how he thought the re-
strictions should be eased. He
suggested the maximum size
of a second unit be raised from
750 to 1200 square feet. He
also wants the limitation of the
second unit to 25% of the area
of the main unit lifted. “The
Town shouldn’t reward larger
houses with larger second
units,” he explained.
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Carradine said second
units taller than 19 feet or
above a garage should be al-
lowed in some cases. He sug-
gested that decks be allowed as
part of the overall square
footage.

Carradine said that if a
second unit is 50 feet from the
neighboring property, the win-
dows should not have to be
five feet high. “That’s enough
space to protect privacy,” he
said. “Having windows at five
feet is an abuse of the person
living in the second unit.”

Carradine suggested that
the requirement that the owner
occupy one of the units be
lifted, so both units could be
rented. He also wants the park-
ing requirements for second
units eased.

Planning Director Lori
Salamack said the current re-
strictions were enacted in re-
sponse to a state law
mandating a process which
would allow a second unit
without the exercise of any dis-
cretion. With no previous ex-
perience with such a process,
Salamack explained that the
Town was concerned about
protecting the neighbors, “so
we had to put every rule we
could think of in our ordi-
nance.” Salamack said that
based on Orinda’s experience,
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allowing discretion in approv-
ing second units should result
in more second units.

The issue was put on the
agenda at the request of Coun-
cilmember Ken Chew. “Our
ordinance is not very friendly
compared to Orinda’s,” Chew
said. “I like the idea of allow-
ing the Design Review Board

Computer
Repair
or Service

Buy 1st 1/2 hr at $49
Get 2nd 1/2 hr free!

24 Hour Emergency
Service

Over 30 Years
Experience

Windows * Mac
Linux ¢ Unix

www.DiabloLink.net
located in

Moraga
925-465-9567

and the Planning Commission
to use discretion,” he added.
“If we do that we’ll have a bet-
ter distribution of affordable
housing and a better show of
good faith,” Chew explained.

Chew and Salamack
ageed that by producing more
second units Moraga would
show good faith progress to-
ward its allocation of afford-
able housing. Salamack also
said that if more affordable
housing was  distributed
throughout the Town in the
form of second units it would
ease the pressure for more con-
centrated development.

Earlier this year the
Council voted 3 to 2 to study
up to 720 housing units in the
Moraga Center specific plan
area. For Chew, who was on
the losing end of that bitterly
divided vote, second units may
be another means toward his
end of fewer units in the spe-
cific plan area.

RESIDENTIAL
PACI1FI1C
MORTGAGE

The Right Lender to Know™

“Have you locked in
your monthly payment

and interest rate before
interest rates go up?
Call me today!”

Gordon Steele
Mortgage Consultant
Office: 925.627.7109

gsteele@rpm-mortgage.com
www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

925-627-7109

1777 Botelho Drive * Walnut Creek, CA 94596

serving Lamorinda since 1986
CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

he Town of Moraga and
the East Bay Regional
Park District are sponsoring
the movie “Dreamer” on Sat-
urday night, October 6th at the
Moraga Commons Park.

Movie Night at t

he Commons

“Dreamer” is based on a true
story and features Kurt Russell
and Dakota Fanning. Russell
is a down-and-out horse trainer
who is given an equally broken
down horse. Fanning’s goal is
to win the Breeders’ Cup Clas-
sic. This movie is directed by
John Gatins and rated PG for
brief mild language. This
event is free and for the whole
family. “Dreamer” will start at
approximately 7:30pm. Bring
your blanket and short lawn
chair and enjoy this great fam-
ily movie. The concession
stand will be open for your
convenience.

JAMIE
WESTDAL

PHOTOGRAPHY

232 Brookwood Rd, Orinda

next to Loards Ice Cream

(925) 254-9689

www.jamiewestdal.com
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Complete Repair Shoprl
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Super Smog Special:

539:95

+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee

Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

“For all your drainage needs”

* French Drains
e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems
e Sump Pumps
Retaining Walls

visit our website

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208
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www.bayareadrainage.com

across the way...

a unique lifestyle store

retreat - relax - rejuvenate
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FINE EUROPEAN TOWELS & RUGS

Soft Egyptian cotton towels
Luxurious bath rugs

Exquisite European soaps & lotions

Experience fine bath linens and accessories

across the way)

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3 ¢ 1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)
Shop Moraga First ® Support your locally owned & operated businesses




