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City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Calendar

check online:
Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
for: • all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orinda

chamber.org/
• local businesses

• upcomming events

Tuesday, Oct 16

Tuesday, Oct 9
Park & Rec Comm. 7pm
Community Center Room 7
28 Orinda Way

Wednesday, Oct 10
Hist. Landmark Comm. 3pm
Gallery Room, Upper Level
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, Oct 23
Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Nov 5

Wallet Gone, 9/25/07  Unknown
suspects came into an office at
Theater Square, sometime be-
tween 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  A
black leather wallet sitting on a
table near the front door was taken.
Inside were several credit cards, a
driver’s license, and some cash.

Auto Burglary,  9/25/07  Someone
entered a locked vehicle on Sleepy
Hollow Lane and removed some
property.  Items from the glove
box and ashtray were strewn about
the interior, only a Comcast cable
box, valued at approximately
$200, was taken.  There was no
sign of forced entry.

Graffiti, 9/25/07  Police were
called by Miramonte staff to report
two or three suspects painted graf-
fiti on several areas of the school.
A surveillance camera identified
suspects.  Associate Principal
Bartlett thinks the suspects are
members of an area soccer group.

Bomb Threat, 9/24/07  An un-
known male called a local bank
with a bomb threat saying, “I just
wanted to let you know a bomb
will go off before noon, it’s a box
of TNT.”  Police were at the bank
in three minutes, the bank was
evacuated.  Officers and bomb
sniffing dogs checked the premises
with negative results.  The bank
was opened later that afternoon.

Planning Comm. 7pm
Sarge Littlehale Conf. Room City Hall,
22 Orinda Way

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

/html/read.html

(a pdf reader is required)
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1031 
Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 
based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

PRESIDIO EXCHANGE ADVISORS, A BRANCH OFFICE OF OMNI BROKERAGE, INC

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

Personalized Nutrition Programs

Lasting weight loss

Lower Cholesterol

Call today to schedule your
Fitness & Body Composition Analysis

254-1080
www.lamorindanutrition.com

89 Davis Rd. #180, Orinda
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Strategic Mortgage Planners
° Residential Properties

° Equity Respositioning

° Commercial Properties

° Investment Properties

° Debt & Equity Analysis

Cory B. Reid, CMC

2 Theatre Square, Suite 310 ° Orinda, CA 94563
p. 925.317.7601

cbr@fountainheadmortgage.com

California ° Colorado ° Idaho ° Oregon ° Utah ° Washington 
DRE Lic #01355782

MOR TGAGE
F O U N TA I N H E A D

Orinda Grove Development 
Rounds the Final Lap
A mix of housing, community recreation, open space, and offices
for a harmonious transition between Downtown and Orindawoods

By Andy Scheck

In December 2003, JFK Uni-
versity at 8 Altarinda Rd.

closed its doors and about 1,400
students left empty classrooms.
Three months ago the City of
Orinda moved out of trailers and
into its new building at 22
Orinda Way, leaving an empty
site behind. Only the nearby ball
park is still in use by a variety of
softball, baseball, soccer and
other teams several times per
week, but the field is no longer
in prime condition. 

Housing developer Pulte
Homes, a Michigan-based com-
pany with an office in Pleasan-
ton, presented last week the
revised design for the 73 unit (65
detached and 8 attached) devel-
opment named Orinda Grove to
the Planning Commission. Scott
Pacheco from Pulte presented
the main elements of the projects
and Shannon Allen, Project
Manager with LSA Associates,

which prepared the Environmen-
tal Impact Report (EIR), ex-
plained the draft EIR.

Orinda Grove, located on
8 Altarinda Rd, encompasses
14.2 acres.  11.1 acres are cur-
rently owned by the Orinda
Union School District, which
will keep 0.4 acre for an office
building. The City of Orinda
owns the remaining 3.1 acres;
the city-owned ball park will be
relocated closer to street and to
the south west corner of the site
and will remain as City property.
The new ball park will replace
the old school buildings and the
old ballpark area will become
housing. 

In the north, a cut into the
existing slope will make room
for seven residences and a series
of retaining walls that will be be-
tween 140 and 200 feet from the
east property line. These homes
will be at an elevation of approx-

imately 25 feet below the open
space area at the northeast part of
site. Retaining walls will be built
in front of these homes between
the structures and the open space
area. The closest residential units
to be constructed on the project
site are over 250 feet away and
100 feet lower than the existing
residences along “The Knoll” in
the Orindawoods subdivision.
The eight proposed duplex units
will be designated as affordable
housing units.

Most of the development
will replace existing structures
and only the very north and east
part will develop what is now
open space. The development
will have at least 7 different
housing styles with different de-
sign elements. Different colors
will be used and the landscaping
plan projects more then 500 new
trees. The application also in-
cludes the removal of forty
trees, five of which are pro-
tected oak trees. 

For detailed information
the Orinda Planning Department
has posted the draft EIR and the
staff report on their web site.
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/plan-
ning/pinegrove.htm. 

All documents are also
available for review at the
Orinda City Offices.

Deadline for comments is
October 22, 2007. The next
Planning Commission Meeting
is October 9th.

The map above illustrates the site; the old and new location of the ball park, OUSD office, new 

retaining walls and also the position of the new access roads Graphic Andy Scheck

Retaining walls

new OUSD office
(story posts)

old OUSD office

Story posts

Story posts

Fall Art Fair
By Lee Borrowman

As you enjoy the fall colors
and produce at the Farmer’s

Market on Saturday, October 13,
a nearby venue will be offering a
visual treat  of a different sort. The
Lamorinda Art Alliance will
present its Fall Art Fair at the
Orinda Community Center that
Saturday  from 10:00-3:00.
Artwork and photography by
several area artists will be
available for purchase.

According to the Art Al-
liance’s Susan Kendall, who will
present some of her own work  at
the Fair, the not-for-profit Lamor-
inda Art Alliance was founded
over 13 years ago by famed
Orinda artist and teacher Dorothy
Davis, who at age 77 can still be
found teaching  art at the Com-
munity Center. The Art Alliance
is an artistic community-building
organization offering local artists
the opportunity  to support each
other  through peer-critique and
networking, and the chance to
participate in group shows and
events.

... continued on page 6

Meet just a few of the 
participating artists: 

Margaret Lucas-Hill, artist
“My paintings are about light and color. I like

painting natural objects and landscapes, giv-

ing them strong, vibrant colors. I am particu-

larly intrigued by the mystical quality

conveyed through light. It moves across the

temperature spectrum, form icy cold to blaz-

ing hot, changing the appearance of the

things it touches. Like a good novel, my paint-

ings can have many meanings. My hope is for

my images to be emotionally and spiritually

uplifting. Creating art and viewing it are both

part of the continuous learning process of life.”

Susan Kendall,artist
“Susan's painting journey started in 1994

after she transplanted to the East Bay from the

East Coast. Her studies include classes at the

Orinda Community Center and workshops

with many local artists including "Outsider's"

Pam Glover and Niki Basch Davis. She is influ-

enced greatly by the Fauves and any painter

that is brave with color and brushstrokes.”

Ken Young, photographer
"Ever since I met the Sierra with my baby

brownie I have tried to present a point of view

with my photographs rather than simply a

record of events. I prefer high contrast and un-

usual perspectives in my subjects. Transmitted

light adds new details and color, an unex-

pected kaleidoscope. I am fascinated with the

macro world in the fields around us. Rather

than simply "illustrating what I see," I try to

capture moments of discovery and communi-

cate them to the viewer".

Men In Trees?
By Wendy Scheck

Aconcerned citizen called last
week to alert us to the felling

of redwood trees along Highway 24
in Orinda and Lafayette. According
to Caltrans spokeswoman Brigetta
Smith, the trees were deemed dis-
eased by a certified arborist and
their removal is part of a safety
project that Caltrans is undertaking
which encompasses 1020 trees in
four counties.   The trees that were
determined to be too far gone to
save have already been removed
and the rest are being pruned.  The
project along 24 will be completed
this week and the men in trees will
move to Highway 580.

• Moving clean out
• Concrete Patios, Walkways, Fences
• Demolition and removal of decks
• Concrete/ Driveway removal
• General cleanup
• Retaining walls
• Prepare construction sites
• Rates start from $75 min.

www.cdhaulingservices.com

Call Al Alvarado

925-382-9285

FREE estimates

•• Bonded and insured ••

Mention this ad - 10% off through Dec 31st

“Watertown” by Margaret Lucas-Hill

“Sunflower Bouquet” by Susan Kendall

“Dew Drop” by Ken C. Young

Get a great massage that fits
your busy schedule and budget.

Franchises Available | Massageenvy.com | Convenient Hours. 
Open 7 Days: M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Valid for first one hour session, which consists of a 50 minute massage and time for
consultation and dressing. Not valid for non-member gift certificate purchase. Prices subject to
change. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. 2007 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.

Pleasant Hill
20 Crescent Drive, Suite A
Downtown Pleasant Hill between Hallmark and Sweet Tomatoes
925-689-3689

Nothing compares to how you’ll feel after a great massage by a
professional licensed, massage therapist. With convenient locations 
and evening and weekend hours. Massage Envy fits perfectly 
into your busy life. Finally, a great massage for every body.

INTRODUCTORY 1-Hour
MASSAGE SESSION

Photo Tod Fierner


