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By Jennifer Wake

s the air turns chilly, and rain

begins to fall, there’s nothing
quite like the warmth and comfort
you can get by bundling up in
front of a roaring fire. But accord-
ing to the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District, when fireplaces and
woodstoves are not properly
maintained or used incorrectly, the
result can be devastating.

Before your first fire of the
season, be sure your chimney has
been inspected and cleaned by
professionals in the past two years
if it used often, the District says,
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Fall Open House Reeps Fire Safety Top of Mind

with home flues for wood burning
stoves inspected once a year.
“Since high flames burning
hot will burn clean, and clean fires
have leave little creosote and
resin, open the draft wide,” the
District suggests on its Web site.
“Make sure that your chimney has
a spark arrestor or wire basket on
the top of the chimney, always use
fireplace screens or glass doors,
and never the door of a wood
burning stove open unless there is
a screen or glass door backup.”
Simple tips like cleaning
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ashes out of the fireplace or stove
regularly (keeping in mind that
ashes can remain hot for days after
a fire), never leaving a fire unat-
tended, having a fire extinguisher
accessible that you know how to
use, and making sure there are
working smoke detectors in your
home can help to ensure an enjoy-
able and safe fall season.
Lamorinda residents can get
the latest information on emer-
gency preparedness and fire safety
from firefighters at the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District’s annual Fall
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Open House at Fire Station 41
(1280 Moraga Way in Moraga) on
Saturday, Oct. 20 from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Residents can also take a
peek at the fire fighting equip-
ment, the engines, and ambulance.
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Schedule a photo shoot (free)
& we’ll create a four panel
20 X 20 “Warhol” canvas
wrapped print
FOR $109

Process online at www.pixeloutpost.com
or visit our studio at 331 Rheem Blvd. * Moraga
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PILATES, YOGA, RECONDITIONING

You are cordially invited to...
ABsolute Center’s Grand Re-Opening Celebration to benefit
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Thursday, November 8th

4:30 p.m. Chamber Ribbon Cutting
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception with special

performances by the Pilates Demo Team

Special Grand Opening Week, November 2nd — 8th

With your donation, enjoy any of our scheduled classes* or Celebration Classes listed below:
® Monday, November 5th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Combo Class: Pilates, Yoga, and Reconditioning
® Tuesday, November 6th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Intro to Reformer (limited to six people)

¢ Wednesday, November 7th 1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. - Combo Class: Pilates, Yoga, & Reconditioning

Please contact ABsolute Center for further inquiries at 925.299.9642
* See our web site for scheduled classes www.absolutecenter.net

All Charitable contributions will benefit St.Jude Children’s Research Hospital
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Purchases * Refinances * Prompt Pre Approvals

253-5920

Saturday by Appointment

8 Camino Encinas Suite 220 * Orinda * www.hrsavagemortgage.com
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