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Happy Valley Celebrates 50 Years

By Cathy Tyson
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Current Principal Wendy Patterson and past Principal Carol Blackburn are surround

Bright sunshine and “Rock
around the Clock” greeted
carnival goers at the recent
Happy Valley Elementary
School 50th Anniversary Party.
Past, present and future Parent
Club Presidents greeted the
crowd of special guests along
with current pupils and parents
in 50’s inspired attire. It was
warm hugs all around for many
of the honored teachers and
principals from yesteryear.
Parents Club organizers spon-
sored a special reunion recep-
tion next door at the
Sammann’s garden after the
public festivities to give past
teachers a chance to visit and

by past and present teachers, administrators, and Parent Club members

catch up, over 75 guests came
to enjoy the reunion.

“It’s a magical place for
children and teachers and par-
ents,” said past teacher Kent
Peterman. Wendy Patterson
who is starting her sixth year as
principal said, “it’s an amazing
special place, deeply rooted in
the community.”

It’s such a special place
that Anthony and Shayna Gior-
gianni, along with their three
children, recently moved from
a different area of Lafayette to
be within the Happy Valley
school boundary.

Older Happy Valley grad-
uates may remember principal
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(1974 - 1978) Bob Lilley who
made a special trip up from

Palm Springs. Carol Black-
burn, principal for over 25
years (1978 —2002) came from
Alameda. Even the second su-
perintendent, Francis Ebbert
made the trip, he served from
1962 — 1972.

Karla McQuain, current
Parents Club President and
Amy Ruegg, past Happy Valley
student herself, now with a
daughter at the school, and a
number of other parent volun-
teers worked hard to make the
day happen.

Jan Broad, current third
grade teacher, summed up the
warm feelings for the school,
“this is my first job, and I'm
going to retire here.”
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Music LESSONS

www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice
Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240

Orinda Academy

Parents, Students and Teachers

Working Together

Celebrating 25 Years 1982-2007

* College Preparatory
* Grades 7-12

* Average Class Size — |0 Students

* Supportive Learning Community

* Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs
* WASC Accredited

Visit our community of students, parents,
and teachers and discover how we encourage
students to achieve high academic growth while
developing a true set of personal
and ethical values.

INFORMATION EVENTS
Nov. 7th at 7 pm
Dec. 2" at 2 pm

ORINDA ACADEMY ¢ 19 ALTARINDA ROAD ¢« ORINDA, CA 94563
For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org
www.orindaacademy.org
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2-Pc. Aluminum

Aashlight Set
* Bright white 30-LED flashlight
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quality products
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Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Orinda Way; Orinda, CA 94563 ®

Tel: (925) 254-5429
START RIGHT. START HERE."

Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware
© 2007 by True Value ® Company, Chicago, IL 60631 Sale ends 10/31/07

My Housing Guide 1 EDUCATE & EMPOWER YOURSELF

Sellers, did you know???

_._73% of homebuyers used the Internet as an information source

_._74% of homebuyers viewed a home they saw online

SWUIATEIET  Give yourself the selling edge at MyHousingGuide.com
My Housing Guide founder & Assoc. 925 . 580 . 8801

Broker with Prudential Orinda. Top

Producer featured in Wall St Journal.
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