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The City of Moraga is revising its sign ordinance and has decided to involve
the business community right from the start.  On October 9th, Planning

Director Lori Salamack made a comprehensive presentation of the draft project
during a public session of the “Citizens Land Use Academy” at the Hacienda
de las Flores.  The session was well attended by business owners and managers,
including representatives from  the Rheem Pet Shoppe, Curves, UPS, Hunting-
ton Learning Center, Lori’s Perfect Tan, Long’s, Elena Hood Real Estate and
the Moraga Chamber of Commerce.

Salamack made a detailed presentation of the draft ordinance.  She ex-
plained that the draft had been designed with discussion in mind.  The sizes of the
different types of signs, the categories that need a permit or the regulation of ban-
ners have been set at a minimum so the community can propose improvements.
One of the main characteristics of this ordinance is that it will be “content neutral,”
meaning that rules will apply to any type of sign (permanent, semi-permanent,
removable) independently of its content.  For example, V-shaped signs that are
used by real estate professionals will follow the same rules as farmers’ market,
garage sale or any other V-shaped signs.

Following Salamack’s presentation, a public joint meeting was held
between the Moraga Economic Development Advisory Committee and the
Design Review Board. Salamack answered questions and took suggestions
from both groups as well as the public.  She stressed that this was the best
time for interested parties to make specific recommendations, before the
draft is presented to the Town Council.  

Some of the business owners who participated in the first meeting
stayed for the second, as some of the aspects of the draft were very disturb-
ing to them.  The first to speak was Larry Hood of Elena Hood Real Estate
Group.   One recommendation of the draft is that any V-shaped sign posted
on right-of-way property be subjected to the acquisition of a paid permit.
For real estate professionals, who post signs all over town on Sunday to ad-
vertise open homes, such a process would prove cumbersome, expensive
and “a waste of staff time,” said Hood.  Other contentious elements included
the percentage of window space business owners will be allowed to cover
with legible information, the maximum size of illuminated signs, the fre-

quency with which banners can be used at a specific address and the max-
imum size of such banners.

Salamack noted everybody’s comments and will present them to the
Planning Commission before the proposed ordinance goes to Town  Council
on October 24th.  This may not be the final phase of the process since the
Council could reject the draft and ask for it to be re-worked.  All interested
parties are encouraged to view the draft document on-line and attend the
Town Council meeting. The document and agenda will be available at
http://www.ci.moraga. ca.us/moraga_agendas_town_council.php, on or
about  October 19th.

Sign Ordinance in Moraga: 
the Business Community Gets Involved
By Sophie Braccini
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with pool. 3 bdrms, 2ba, 2329sf., large deck
& 3 fireplaces! Fabulous country kitchen.

Offered at $1,435,000
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