
When you ask Tereza
Vertatova what she

likes best about life in Orinda,
she replies with assurance and
a smile, “I like meeting people.
There are lots of people from
all over the world here.” Six-
teen year-old Tereza is from
Tabor in the Czech Republic.
She is spending a semester at
Miramonte High School as part
of the visiting student program
sponsored by the Orinda/Tabor
Sister City Foundation. 

Tabor is a medieval city
with a rich and turbulent his-
tory located approximately 60
miles south of Prague. “I’m
used to all the old buildings in
my country. I see America as
young in this aspect,” notes
Tereza. She finds the weather
and terrain in northern Califor-
nia a bit different too. “We
have four seasons in the Czech
Republic. I’m not used to the
cool mornings and hot days.
That’s why I have a cold now,”
she reports with a sniffle and
adds, “We have hills in Tabor,
but they are not so big.”

Having never been to the
United States before, Tereza
was motivated to head west to
improve her English language
skills and to do some explor-
ing. Already, her conversa-
tional English is impeccable
and includes a smattering of
colloquialisms that make it dif-
ficult to distinguish her from
any other high school student.
As for exploring, she’s been
shopping in San Francisco,
kayaking in Carmel, and plans
to go hiking in Yosemite soon.

Now a junior at Mira-
monte, Tereza was intrigued by
the opportunity to take an elec-
tive such as Contemporary Is-
sues. “This class is pretty hard
for me, but I like it. I get to see
the world from the American
perspective, the American
point of view—this is interest-
ing.” She is also taking Spanish
and running on the cross coun-
try track team.

Although she misses her
family and friends back in

Tabor, Tereza has found the
student body at Miramonte
very welcoming and helpful.
“Everyone talks to me and asks
me where I am from. They are
curious, and I think this is
good,” she explains. Tereza
will have two more years of
high school to complete when

she returns to the Czech Re-
public in February. She plans to
go to college possibly majoring
in languages. Tereza would like
to return to California some-
day, and she adds, “I hope that
some of the friends that I made
here will come visit me in the
Czech Republic.”
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City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Calendar

check online:
Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
for: • all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orinda

chamber.org/
• local businesses

• upcomming events

Tuesday, Nov 6

Tuesday, Oct 23
Traffic Safety Advisory 7pm
Community Room City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Oct 22
Hist. Landmark Comm. 3pm
Gallery Room, Upper Level
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, Oct 23
Liaison 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Nov 5

Bad Parent-Sitting, 10/09/07  The
son of an El Toyonal resident is the
sole caretaker of his 93-year-old
mother, they both live in the same
home.  The son drove mom to
downtown Orinda to do some er-
rands and left his mother in his
parked car for approximately three
hours.  Son became intoxicated
and forgot not only where he
parked his car, but that his elderly
mother was in it.  The son got a
ride home and reported his mother
missing to the police.  His mother
was found in Orinda and returned
home.  A report was sent to Adult
Protective Services.

Stolen Laptop, 10/08/07  A Dia
Dorados resident was visiting the
Orinda Community Park one day
with her laptop.  She left it on a
park bench near the gazebo for
approximately 45 minutes.  Upon
her return to the bench, she found
her Compaq notebook computer
missing.

Auto Burglary, 10/4/07  Someone
broke the window of a locked car
parked at Wagner Ranch School
and took the owner’s black purse,
which was slightly covered by
clothing.  The purse was taken
sometime between 9:00 a.m. and
11:40 a.m. when the victim was
alerted to the broken window.  Po-
lice found all the doors to the vehi-
cle still locked. 

Teens Find Place To Party,
10/02/07  Approximately eight
people, mostly juveniles entered
an El Gavilan home while the
homeowner was away.  The sus-
pects were found drinking alcohol
and smoking pot and allegedly
using Ecstacy.  No damage was
done to the house and nothing was
stolen.  No one had permission to
enter the home. 

Planning Comm. 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

/html/read.html

(a pdf reader is required)
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Strategic Mortgage Planners
° Residential Properties

° Equity Respositioning

° Commercial Properties

° Investment Properties

° Debt & Equity Analysis

Cory B. Reid, CMC

2 Theatre Square, Suite 310 ° Orinda, CA 94563
p. 925.317.7601

cbr@fountainheadmortgage.com

California ° Colorado ° Idaho ° Oregon ° Utah ° Washington 
DRE Lic #01355782

MOR TGAGE
F O U N TA I N H E A D

Get a great massage that fits
your busy schedule and budget.

Franchises Available | Massageenvy.com | Convenient Hours. 
Open 7 Days: M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Valid for first one hour session, which consists of a 50 minute massage and time for
consultation and dressing. Not valid for non-member gift certificate purchase. Prices subject to
change. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. 2007 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.

Pleasant Hill
20 Crescent Drive, Suite A
Downtown Pleasant Hill between Hallmark and Sweet Tomatoes
925-689-3689

Nothing compares to how you’ll feel after a great massage by a
professional licensed, massage therapist. With convenient locations 
and evening and weekend hours. Massage Envy fits perfectly 
into your busy life. Finally, a great massage for every body.

INTRODUCTORY 1-Hour
MASSAGE SESSION

Get Clean.

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

925.376.1004

• Affordable Monthly Rentals • Enrichment Programs

• Newly Remodeled • Computer Center

• Private Patio/Balcony • Library with Cozy Fireplace

• Gracious   Restaurant   Style   Dining • Outdoor Sitting Areas

• Weekly Housekeeping • Covered Parking Available

• Scheduled Transportation • Pet Friendly Community

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Orinda Walks to Work and Bikes to School
... continued from page 1

“The kids loved it,”
wrote Severson later, in a
statement sent out on behalf
of the event’s sponsors, “we
got cars off the streets and
also took a step toward be-
coming more environmen-
tally aware.

As follow-up, the City
of Orinda is seeking your
input into how
walkable/bikeable our
streets are in terms of get-
ting our children to school
safely. Checklists can be
found in pdf format on the
City’s website
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us.
When completed, these can
be mailed to the City Man-
ager, City of Orinda, PO
Box 2000, Orinda, CA
94573. This information is
critical to the Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee as we
work through our Safe
Routes to School initia-
tives. Thank you for partic-
ipating, it was a success
because of you!”

And While We’re 
on the Subject…

Orinda’s Traffic Safety Ad-
visory Committee recently un-
veiled its new Neighborhood
Traffic Management Program,
which summarizes the ultimate
goal of traffic calming as “to
provide a safer and more livable
environment for residents,
pedestrians, bicyclists and chil-
dren.” The next time you’re in-
side on a rainy day, check it out
at http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us. 

Among other things, the
plan describes the process by
which residents can request
traffic calming measures, pro-
vides traffic calming request
forms, spells out the City’s pol-
icy on “speed cushions” and
lists the streets for which
speed cushions will not be
considered.  That list includes
arterial streets such as Bear
Creek Rd, Camino Pablo, Glori-
etta, Moraga Way and Rheem
Blvd, as well as many smaller
“collector” streets.

This Glorietta family invited their dog to join in the fun
Photo courtesy of Sue Severson

Orinda Has a Young Visitor from Tabor
By Andrea A. Firth

1031 
Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 
based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

PRESIDIO EXCHANGE ADVISORS, A BRANCH OFFICE OF OMNI BROKERAGE, INC

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

Tereza Vertatova, visiting student from Tabor in the Czech Republic.
Photo Andrea Firth




