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On October 17th, the
Acalanes Union High

School District (AUHSD) unani-
mously voted to maintain the
same academic calendar for the
2008-2009 school year and to ap-
point a committee to study the
impact of alternative calendars for
subsequent school years.  The
vote followed the Staff’s recom-
mendation, a 180 degree turn
from the August meeting when
Superintendent Jim Negri had
asked for the adoption of a calen-
dar that would have seen students
start a week earlier in August and
finish a week earlier in June.
After years of negotiations and a
period of public outrage, how did
it happen that so much time and
energy was spent, only to end up
back at square one?

Most of the public debate
started in August, when parent
after parent protested  the pro-
posed changes to the calendar,
which many felt were  being im-
posed on them and their children.
Richard Whitmore, President of
the AUHSD Governing Board,
offers an explanation: “To change
the calendar requires a lot of col-
laboration, and that collaboration
is made more complex by the bar-
gaining aspect.”  The calendar is
part of the bargaining that takes
place between the teachers’ union
and the District and these negoti-
ations are not public. As a result,
“For many parents, the issue was
raised and then went away about
two years ago, so people were
surprised to see it on our agenda
again,” adds Whitmore.

Parents felt estranged from
the process and unsure of its con-
sequences.  “Changing the school
calendar affects families and
other school districts.  We are
your customers, you need to con-
duct surveys and hear our con-
cerns,” said an outraged father of
children registered in both the
Acalanes and the Lafayette
school districts. Flaws in the com-
munication process were ac-
knowledged across the board.
Whitmore agrees: “I think the
process we went through between

June and August and this final
vote have impressed on the Board
and district staff the importance of
constant communication as diffi-
cult issues evolve.” 

The proposed new calendar
has not been permanently
shelved.  Parents will have an op-
portunity to get involved, in a
dual process featuring informa-
tional forums in February and the
formation of a Study Committee.
The forums will include discus-
sion of the rational behind the rec-
ommendation and the
consequences of its enactment.
“Our objective is the best interest
of the students,” affirms the Su-
perintendent, “and stress is high
on our list of subjects to tackle.” 

Negri acknowledges that
changing the calendar will not
magically reduce student academic
stress, but argues “this is one factor
that can help, it creates more con-
tinuous blocks of education and,
with the first semester ending at
winter break, a vacation that’s a
real respite.” This recommenda-
tion came from the research of
Dr. Denise Clark Pope, Director
of the Stressed Out Student  proj-
ect and lecturer at Stanford Uni-
versity School of Education.  

The Study Committee will
be formed in November.  “It will
be composed of 25 to 30 mem-
bers, with representatives of stu-
dents, parents, teachers and
administrative staff,” promises
Negri.  The committee will not
recommend a calendar, but will
study the issues that have been
raised.  

Both the Board and staff
are hoping for a high level of
parent participation.  “If you
have a strong opinion or a strong
interest in the underlying issues,
volunteer for the committee,”
urges Whitmore.  “I hope for an
open minded review,” says
Negri, “this is not a black and
white question, there is no one
right calendar…We need to keep
in mind the best interest of our
first customers, the students.”

AUHSD Calendar: Time to Get Involved
By Sophie Braccini

Walk directly from your carport into your Santa Clara model with 1 step!!! 

Enjoy the quiet serenity in your beautiful 2 bedroom/ 2 bath end unit with a hillside

view. The den provides "exibility for an o#ce or additional sitting room. 

Other features include;• Updated kitchen with Corian counters and newer appliances  

• Custom lighting in every room  • Skylights provide added light in kitchen and bath 

• New sliders to outside patio  • Large windows provide abundant natural light  

• Spacious storage area adjacent to the carport  
• 1212 square feet

3104 Ptarmigan Drive Unit 2, Rossmoor

Offered at $469,000

Marty Tuominen
J. Rockcliff Realtors

mtuominen@rockcliff.com

Direct: (925) 253-7032
Mobile: (925) 482-4204

www .mar t y tuom inen . com

89 Davis Rd., Suite 100  •  Orinda

2601 Ptarmigan Drive Unit 2, Rossmoor
You will love the beautiful kitchen and spacious rooms in this wonderful Expanded Kent$eld

model.    Enjoy the covered patio as you view the hills and trees below. The updated o#ce or

den provides you with a comfortable area to relax or work.    The built in cabinets in the den as

well as the kitchen provide you with added "exibility.

Offered at $419,000

http://www.martytuominen.com
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Jumpstart Your Weight Loss
Now in Walnut Creek

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically-supervised weight loss
program individually designed for men and women looking to
lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients lose 
2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most 

patients feel great, have no cravings, and stay highly motivated 
due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Walnut Creek • San Ramon
925-277-1123 • www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Custom Construction Lending

Tim Floyd 925.256.4828 Office 925.348.4194 Direct 

Go with the big national lender,

from down the block

Whatever your needs, we can help you
find the right loan. WaMu combines 
financial stability and flexibility with 
personal local service. We have over
100 years experience.

We offer custom construction, purchase, refinance or equity
lending. We work hard to get you the best pricing and the
best loan to fit your needs. Go with experience,  go with The
Tim Floyd Team at WaMu.

Washington Mutual programs, rates, and terms subject to change. Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Some programs may not be combined with others. Not all features

are available on all products. You should always consider all associated costs when evaluating whether the loan provides you with a benefit in deciding to refinance.  

Joanne Weil Heald

In Home, One-on-One

Tutoring Services
offered by

Offering Tutoring Support With:
Homework , Organizational Skills

Remedial Academics , Testing Skills

For Grades Pre-K through 10
tel. 510.612.7650    |    fax 925.798.3800
email: wayblonde2120@sbcglobal.net



Wednesday, October 31, 2007Volume 01; Issue 19 www.lamorindaweekly.com

for MEN
Core Strength

Stamina, Power
Stress management

for WOMEN
Toning,  Flexibility

Mind Control
Weight management 

We have it all.

YOGA • TAI-CHI • MEDITATION • KIDS • HEALING

925-377-YOGA www.dahnyoga.com

452 Center St. Moraga, CA 94556

Music Lessons
www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice

Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240

http://www.shelbysextonsalon.com
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ORINDA ACADEMY • 19 ALTARINDA ROAD • ORINDA, CA 94563

For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org

www.orindaacademy.org

• College Preparatory

• Grades 7-12

• Average Class Size – 10 Students

• Supportive Learning Community

• Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs

• WASC Accredited

Visit our community of students, parents, 

and teachers and discover how we encourage

students to achieve high academic growth while

developing a true set of personal 

and ethical values.

INFORMATION EVENTS

Nov. 7th at 7 pm

Dec. 2nd at 2 pm

Working Together
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Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Moraga Way;   Orinda, CA 94563
Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware

Sale ends 11/30/07

Find the right tools and supplies for your projects, plus expert, local advice.

© 2007 by True Value ® Company, Chicago, IL 60631

of the month

NOVEMBER
Get outstanding 
low prices on 
quality products




