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Grandparents’ Day at Wagner Ranch

By Linda Foley
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Linda Foley with grandson Brice in his classroom

n 1978, President Jimmy

Carter signed a proclamation
designating the first Sunday after
Labor Day as National Grandpar-
ents’ Day. In a two-year old Sep-
tember tradition at Orinda’s
Wagner Ranch Elementary,
grandparents are celebrated in a
big way.

Learning from their grand-
parents’ personal histories, cul-
tures and values enhances
children’s value systems. Grand-
parents provide the kind of infra-
structure  for the youngest
generation, only they can pro-
vide.

Says Janis Arnerich, princi-
pal at Wagner Ranch, “Grandpar-
ents enrich children’s lives from
simple ways such as planting
flowers or baking cookies to-
gether to grander things such as
taking them on trips, plays or to
museums. In practical terms,
grandparents are an important

part to the school community,
even those who live far away.
They support our fundraising ef-
forts—buying gift-wrap and
making donations—and match-
ing funds through their work-
places. Others participate in
volunteering in our school.”

This year’s visit found us
inexplicably arriving in the first
grade room twenty minutes early.
The fresh-faced native Orinda
teacher never missed a beat and
encouraged our grandson to show
us around the various work and
learning stations, praising his cre-
ativity. Needless to say, we love
her! More adept at our role this
time around, we boldly sat on
pint-sized chairs and admired his
workbooks and the teacher’s
clever organizational skills—get-
ting ready to scope out the other
grandparents.

Other little people entered
on cue, shadowed by a number of
tentative (first time?) grandpar-
ents who undoubtedly felt their
grandchild was the best and the
brightest. Parents all over again,
one generation removed.

The children hunkered
down in the middle of the floor,
their teacher encouraging each
child to introduce his grandpar-

ent/s who then spoke of their pro-
fessions, their hobbies and their
homes. The teacher had an atlas
at the ready to show how far one
grandparent had traveled from
the East Coast. Not to be topped,
a child proudly said, his grand-
parent lived in Concord and came
on a bus. We spoke of the impor-
tance of foreign languages, dental
care, evolution of computers.
Everyone learned. Everyone con-
nected.

We moved onto the third
grade class, which was conducted
in the same manner. This group
was not surprisingly more loqua-
cious and energetic. While our
grandson actually found three
noteworthy things to say about
me, he hit pay dirt when he intro-
duced his grandfather saying that
he likes trains. The interaction be-
came livelier yet. In due time, a
field trip was suggested (could it
have been the teacher?) to see the
train layout in our house. (The
bait for volunteering had been
set.)

Our enriching morning
concluded in the gym where re-
freshments were served, a small
presentation addressed the fiscal
school situation, and opportuni-
ties arose to meet other grandpar-
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ents —some even owned trains.

Principal Arnerich con-
cludes “All said, we think that
grandparents deserve our thanks
and an opportunity to learn more
about their grandchildren’s edu-
cation”. Conversely, grandparents
enjoy and value the opportunity
to be part of the process.

Music LESSONS

www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice
Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels
925-299-1240
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In Home, One-on-One

Tutoring Services

offered by

\} Joanne Weil Heald

Offering Tutoring Support With:
Homework , Organizational Skills
Remedial Academics , Testing Skills

For Grades Pre-K through 10
tel. 5s10.612.7650 | fax 925.798.3800

email: wayblonde2r2o0@sbcglobal.net
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Orinda Academy

Parents, Students and Teachers

Working Together

Celebrating 25 Years 1982-2007

* College Preparatory
* Grades 7-12

* Average Class Size — 10 Students
* Supportive Learning Community

* WASC Accredited

* Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs

Visit our community of students, parents,
and teachers and discover how we encourage
students to achieve high academic growth while
developing a true set of personal
and ethical values.

INFORMATION EVENTS
Nov. 7th at 7 pm
Dec.2" at 2 pm

ORINDA ACADEMY ¢ 19 ALTARINDA ROAD ¢« ORINDA, CA 94563

For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org
www.orindaacademy.org
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Your
choice

300-Ct. String-to-String

Light Set

* Clear or multicolored lights

* Up to 3 sets of lights can be connected together

» Comes with 3 flasher bulbs, 2 extra regular bulbs
and replacement fuse

T 565 267, 272 B12

While supphes last.

Get outstanding NOVEMBE R
low prices on BARGAI Ns

quality products

999

3-0utlet Outdoor Yard Stake
with Mechanical Timer

« Set for 2, 4, 6 or 8 hours, then off
* Photocell timer dial with
weatherproof cover

* 120V, 15A

E 765 147 86

While supplies Last.

99 G—Pk. 5-Lb. GlantFImLogs
-Bunshous%bmh‘lef fuller flame
* Bumns cleaner than wood

» Split-log shape

17737701

While supplies last

Find the right tools and supplies for your prolects plus expert, local advice.

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Moraga Way; Orinda, CA 94563 ®

Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware START RIGHT. START HERE."
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