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“Do you have a minute to protect
Moraga open space?” Chances

are, you will be asked this question some-
where in Moraga over the coming months
as The Friends of Moraga Open Space
(FMOS) seek support for a new Moraga
Open Space Ordinance (MOSO 2008).
FMOS feels that as interest in development
increases, the original Ordinance needs to
be revised accordingly.

The new proposed initiative plans to
expand the reach of the original open space
preservation measure, which was approved
in 1986, and further reduce the number of

houses permitted on a lot.  Where the original MOSO restricted development to 1
house per 5 acres, the 2008 version calls for 1 every 20 acres or every 10 acres
under limited circumstances.  The new measure demands that no development be
authorized on or less than 500 feet from major ridgelines, or within 150 feet of any
minor ridgeline rising above 700 feet.  Areas that are 700 feet or above and are not
ridgelines would not be affected by the measure.  The new rules would apply to all
lands currently protected by MOSO, plus Bollinger Canyon (an area East of Saint
Mary’s Road, North of Saint Mary’s campus), Indian Valley (located along the
South-West city limit of Moraga) and the Rheem Ridge (located along the North
side of Rheem Boulevard between Moraga Road and Saint Mary’s Road). The
measure would allow for commercial outdoor recreation facilities, providing they
are low-intensity and do not cause material environmental harm. 

The procedure for placing an initiative on the ballot is complex, but now
that the Town’s attorney has given the initiative a title, “Moraga Open Space
Ordinance 2008 Initiative Amending Moraga’s General Plan,” and prepared
the 500 word summary which would appear on a ballot, FMOS’ next step is to
gather the required (roughly 1000 ) signatures (10% of registered voters) and
submit them to the Town for verification.

The Town Council will then have an opportunity to discuss the initiative be-
fore it is placed on the ballot. Mayor Mike Metcalf said he hopes that the Council
will welcome the chance to have an open and  thorough discussion. Concerns about
the legality of the initiative have already been raised, particularly as to whether it
would infringe on the rights of property owners to dispose of what's theirs.

FMOS’ Renata Sos, an attorney and former member of the Moraga Plan-
ning Commission, offers assurance:  "The ordinance is carefully crafted to avoid
taking away rights that are already vested. It is a balancing act between protecting
the rights of property owners, on the one hand, and the public preference for pre-
serving open space and scenic beauty, on the other." Sos says that the group con-
ducted a statistically significant survey in the spring of 2006 in Moraga that clearly
demonstrates the public's preference for preservation over development; however,
we have been unable to obtain this survey.

FMOS’ Jon Leuteneker believes that Moraga’s unique character is threat-
ened: “Moraga can only absorb a limited amount of extra development,” says
Leuteneker, “our roads are congested and several additional housing projects have
already been approved.”

Suzanne Jones, a Bollinger Canyon resident, explains, "Bollinger Canyon
is one of the last rural areas of Moraga. People still raise cattle, chickens and
horses here.  A big housing development would totally compromise the character
of the place."  Jones continues to describe how she thinks building houses in
Bollinger Canyon would affect all Moraga residents, “The proposed building area
includes a prominent ridge up above Bollinger Bluffs, overlooking Saint Mary's
College.  Driving east on St. Mary's road people would see a row of houses on
that ridgeline and the scenic beauty would be lost."

The measure, which would severely restrict future development in Moraga,
could have a big impact on the plans of Bruzzone family which owns, among
other properties, land both in Bollinger Canyon and Indian Valley.  “We under-
stand how special and beautiful a place Moraga truly is,” says David Bruzzone.
“Our family has been an active part of this community since the early 1960's and
we will always be sensitive to its ridges and beautiful landscapes."  

The Rheem Ridge area, which is slated for development,   is owned  by
River West Investment in Sacramento.  Brian Vail, the company’s owner,  didn’t
have any specific comment regarding MOSO 2008, saying simply, “we will con-
tinue to work with the Town of Moraga and the community, as we have done for
the past 5 years, as it relates to our proposed project.”

New MOSO Campaign Begins
By Sophie Braccini

Indian Valley (located along the South-West city limit of Moraga)                       Photo Andy Scheck
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Bay area
Drainage, Inc.

• French Drains
• Underfloor Drains
• Downspout Systems
• Subdrain Systems
• Sump Pumps
• Retaining Walls

Locally owned and Operated Contractor LIC # 762208

925•377•9209
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com

“For all your drainage needs”



across the way...
a unique lifestyle store   

Fireplace Screens & Accessories
Distinctive Styling

Exceptional Quality

In Stock now

Shop early for best selection

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3  •  1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

Support your locally owned & operated businesses
and shop in town

a unique lifestyle store   
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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

SB Painting

Residential & Commercial
Exterior / Interior
Exceptional prep. work
Fully insured and bonded

925-932-3193
CA Lic. 555600

Look for our Red
Trucks and ask

for “Jim.”

Quality  •  Integrity  •  Expert Workmanship

Third Generation Paving Company

• Driveways

• Private Roads

• Tennis & Sports Courts

• Parking Lots

• Subdivisions

• Seal Coating

All roads lead to JV Lucas Paving! 925.283.8027

CA # 195560

Reflective Address Markers

Bold, easy to read, bright
white Ultra-ReflectiveTM

numbers on equally 
reflective green background

Send check or money order to:

A.R.A.C. • P.O.Box 225   

Lafayette, CA 94549  

(925) 210-9988

“Absolutely the best

you’ve ever seen, or

your money back!”

American Reflective Address Co. (A.R.A.C.)  •  Proudly MADE IN U.S.A.

(Address Plaque is pre-drilled for easy mounting)

Standard or Vertical
$22 each (2 for $40)

also available:

Directional Markers

(pointing left or right)
$30 each

Strongly recommended
by Emergency 

Response Services!
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Huge price reduction in Orinda Woods.
2bd, 2.5 baths, over 2100sf plus remod-
eled kitchen, Relax in the sauna in the
master bath-- Away from freeway noise
and only steps to the community pool.

118 Ravenhill Rd
Orinda

Offered at $799,000

THIS 4bd, 3ba, 2200sf HOUSE IS AMAZ-
ING – Your feet will glide over the cherry
wood floors. The kitchen is a chef’s de-
light with granite counters and stainless
appliances. Relax in the pool or hot tub.

Offered at $699,999

Imagine the joy of cooking in this spectac-
ular kitchen.  4 bedrms, 3.5 bath of and
3000+ sq ft of pure enjoyment! Remod-
eled kitchen with granite and stainless
steel.  Yard with pool and spa - MUST SEE!

617 Hove Ct.
Walnut Creek

Offered at $1,085,000

Lowest Priced 2 bedroom 2bath condo in Mor-
aga. Great low price for ground floor condo in
desirable Moraga community. Top-rated
schools - walk to Rheem Elementary. Brick fire-
place, deck with views and swimming pool.

1973 Ascot Drive #B
Moraga

2129 Ascot Drive #7
Moraga

Offered at $359,500

Fabulous Crystyl Ranch – Unbelievable
price for a Baccarat model on the mar-
ket! 5 bedrm, 3.5 bath home with over
3200sf. New carpet, fresh paint,
sparkling pool and spa plus views!

951 Autumn Oak Circle
Concord

Offered at $975,000

Relax by the sparkling pool. This Moraga 2
bedroom condo has over 1300sf  of living
space plus updated kitchen, new carpet,
freshly painted, inside laundry and ready
to move-in. Top rated Moraga Schools.

Offered at $424,900

1241 S. Rosal
Concord

Jim Colhoun
Top Producer Companywide 

Jan - Aug 2007
999 Oak Road, Lafayette   925-283-7000
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Do you want a career in real estate? Call Cary Amo at (925) 962-6128




