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New SELPA Director Strives for More
Special Education Funding

By Jennifer Wake

early 700,000 students

with disabilities require
special education services in
school districts throughout Cali-
fornia, yet according to newly
hired Contra Costa Special Edu-
cation Local Plan Area (SELPA)
Director Stephany La Londe,
only a small percentage of the al-
lotted funding is reaching the
schools.

One of La Londe’s many
goals for this area is to obtain
more funding for special educa-
tion from state and federal gov-
ernments. She and other SELPA
directors recently joined the
E.C.H.O. Coalition (Every Child
Holds Opportunity) which was
developed to build awareness
and support for adequate funding
of special education.

“We’re trying to get ade-
quate funding for special educa-
tion,” La Londe said to parents,
staff and community representa-

tives at a recent SELPA Commu-
nity Advisory Committee meet-
ing. “Laws came in saying how
much funding should be applied
to special education, but right
now we’re at about 17 percent of
this funding.”

According to statistics pro-
vided by the E.C.H.O. Coalition,
the number of school-aged chil-
dren with disabilities in Califor-
nia has increased exponentially —
much of that attributed to a 480
percent increase in autism, and
increases of nearly 50 percent in
children with emotional distur-
bance and hearing problems.
With federal and state funding
for these students at such a low
level, many school districts in
California have been forced to
cut programs for all students to
make up for special education
budget shortfalls.

La Londe hopes that
through efforts like the E.C.H.O.

Coalition and other endeavors,
school districts throughout Cali-
fornia can obtain the necessary
funds they need to serve all stu-
dents.

As Director of Contra
Costa SELPA, La Londe acts as
the special education expert,
trouble shooter, peace-maker and
administrator of coordinated
services provided to member dis-
tricts, which include the
Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda and
Acalanes school districts.

With federal and state
funding woefully below what is
needed to serve this diverse stu-
dent population, La Londe and
her colleagues have a tough job
ahead. “Every child should re-
ceive an appropriate education,”
she said. “Hopefully, with a very
organized campaign, we can get
some funding to continue the
wonderful work we do.”

Music LESSONS

www.musicandart.org

Lamorinda Academy of Music and Art

Private and group lessons
Piano, string instruments, voice
Competitions, Tests, Fun

All Ages & All Levels

925-299-1240
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In Home, One-on-One

Tutoring Services

offered by

} Joanne Weil Heald

Offering Tutoring Support With:
Homework , Organizational Skills
Remedial Academics , Testing Skills

For Grades Pre-K through 10
tel. 5s10.612.7650 | fax 925.798.3800

email: wayblonde2r2o0@sbcglobal.net
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Orinda Academy

Parents, Students and Teachers

Working Together

Celebrating 25 Years 1982-2007

* College Preparatory
* Grades 7-12

* Average Class Size — 10 Students
* Supportive Learning Community

* WASC Accredited

and ethical values.

Nov. 7t at 7 pm
Dec.2" at 2 pm

For information please call our Admissions Office:

925-254-7553, admission@orindaacademy.org
www.orindaacademy.org

* Sports, Technology, Music and Art Programs

Visit our community of students, parents,
and teachers and discover how we encourage
students to achieve high academic growth while
developing a true set of personal

INFORMATION EVENTS

ORINDA ACADEMY ¢« 19 ALTARINDA ROAD * ORINDA, CA 94563
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Your
choice

300-Ct. String-to-String

Light Set

* Clear or multicolored lights

* Up to 3 sets of lights can be connected together

» Comes with 3 flasher bulbs, 2 extra regular bulbs
and replacement fuse

T 565 267, 272 B12

While supphes last.

cetoutstancing o NOVEMBER
low prices on B AR G AI Ns

quality products
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3-0utlet Outdoor Yard Stake
with Mechanical Timer

« Set for 2, 4, 6 or 8 hours, then off
* Photocell timer dial with
weatherproof cover

* 120V, 15A

E 765 147 86

While supplies Last.

99 G—Pk. 5-Lb. GlanthLogs
-Bunshous%bmh‘lef fuller flame
* Bumns cleaner than wood

» Split-log shape

17737701
While supplies last

Find the right tools and supplies for your prolects plus expert, local advice.

Orinda Hardware
and Rentals
56 Moraga Way; Orinda, CA 94563 ®

Tel: (925) 254-5429
Internet: www.truevalue.com/orindahardware START RIGHT. START HERE."
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