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SMC War Memorial—Our Lady of the Oaks
By AndreaA Flrth

SMC War Memorial

n Sunday, November 11th,

Veteran’s Day will be cele-
brated at war memorials around
the country. Unknown to many
Lamorinda residents, Saint
Mary’s College of California
(SMC) in Moraga is the site of a
World War II shrine—Our Lady
of the Oaks. Tucked away in a
grove on the Saint Mary’s cam-
pus is a memorial to the 1,427
alumni who served in the mili-
tary during World War II. Lo-
cated a short walk past Saint
Mary’s Stadium down a tree-
lined, gravel path is a painted
wood sign for the memorial. Off
to the left is a clearing with a
statue of the Virgin Mary and a
plaque listing the names of 21
alumni who lost their lives dur-
ing the war.

Originally called Our Lady
of the Grove, the memorial’s
name evolved to Our Lady of
Grace and subsequently Our
Lady of the Oaks. In the nine-
teen-seventies, a fallen tree de-
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stroyed the memorial, but the
statue and sign were soon re-
placed. Today, Our Lady of the
Oaks is a quiet, shady sanctuary
with two stone benches nearby
just right for a moment of reflec-
tion.

Saint Mary’s connection to
the veterans of World War II runs
deep and dates back to 1941
when the college was selected as
one of four pre-flight training fa-
cilities for Navy pilots. From
1942 to 1946, the SMC campus
was filled with young Navy men
including the late president Ger-
ald R. Ford who served as an in-
structor at the pre-flight school.
A Navy Memorial Bench sits just
outside the Hearst Gallery on
campus to honor the young air-
men who attended the flight
school. In addition, a plaque hon-
oring the SMC alumni who
served in World Wars I and Il and
the Vietnam Conflict is located in
the arcade outside the Chapel
near the gallery.
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Season End clearance

Road Bikes:
AII Look, Orbea, Trek, Calfee,
606 & ‘o, Lemond, Co-Motion, Moots
Bikes
10-40% OFF

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616 - M-F 10-6,Sat 9-6,Sun 12-5

Mountain Bikes:
Santa Cruz, Gary Fisher,
Trek, Ellsworth

www.sharpbicycle.com
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H.R. Savage & Company, Inc.
( « MORTGAGE LOANS « )

Purchases * Refinances ¢ Prompt Pre Approvals

253-5920

Saturday by Appointment

8 Camino Encinas Suite 220 * Orinda * www.hrsavagemortgage.com

REAL ESTATE BROKER-CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF R.E. LIC #01129542; D.R.E. LIC Info #916-227-0931

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell <V Nursery
e Shrubs
e Garden Accessories

e Flowers

¢ Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

- Open Daily -

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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*On items of 15.00 or more
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M aulou’s

kinz 12.95

In Stock Now!
New Styles
Arriving Daily!
Also Available
Li’Kinz, Trading
Cards and Charms!

Hollyhock and Madison Stores

Montclair, Orinda, Lafayette

FREE Greeting Card-

with the Purchase of 4
Greeting Cards of equal or lesser value.

* The card of the least value will be FREE (Offer good thru Sun., Nov. 4t)

Special Purchase
Robes

29.99 - 49.99

Flannel Gowns
By Lanz

20% OFF

Olga & Warners Bras and Briefs 20% OFF

W , TE

Olga Underwire
Minimizer #35078

Olga Full Figure
#35112

7

CuddIDuds
20% OFF

Sleepwear Clearance

30% to 75%

Choose from:
Aria, Miss Elaine,
Karen Neuburger

and More!

Warners Wire Free
Contour #2003

Warners Satin Tuxedo
Strapless Contour # 1123

Warners Satin Tuxedo
Wire Free Contour #2023

Clearance
Bra and Brief

30% to 75%

Famous Brands

VKC aulou's

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE
Plaza Center

Town & Country Moraga Center Treat & Bancroft

MORAGA COUNTRYWOOD CLAYTON ROAD ORINDA

Vineyard Center Village Square

MONTCLAIR
6211 Medau Place, Oakland

Jockey Classics
Single Packed Briefs

Reg. 7.00,
3 for 18.00

Queen Sizes
Reg. 8.00,

3 for 21.00






