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Mayor Gives “State of the Town” Address
By Sophie Braccini
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Moraga Mayor Mike Metcalf

On November 8th, Mayor Mike Metcalf presented the traditional
“State of the Town” address in the bucolic setting of the Hacienda
de las Flores. Speaking to the core values of the Town and its goals as
laid out in the 2002 General Plan, Metcalf offered the audience both a
summary and details of the year past and described the Town’s short-
and long-range plans for the future.

The hour-long Powerpoint presentation encompassed five general
topics: Protection, development, public works, parks/recreation and fi-
nance.

Moraga’s crime rate has remained consistent, although it is up
slightly this year due in part to an increase in residential burglaries.
Speeding and driving under the influence remain serious safety issues,
and the Moraga Police Department recently dedicated a traffic officer
and hired a Community Service Officer to focus on those of the lead-
foot persuasion.

In light of two upcoming projects, the EBMUD scheduled re-
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placement of aged water pipes along Moraga Road and the renovation
of Moraga Way by the City of Orinda, Metcalf suggested this might be
a good year to “take that long vacation,” however discussions are under-
way to alleviate some of the anticipated traffic congestion.

Affordable housing is also becoming a major issue, and the Town
has been working on preparing guidelines for the two downtown areas,
which could become home to multiple-unit housing structures for “low-
income” individuals such as students, some of the Town staff and teach-
ers. There are no firm development plans as yet for the Moraga Center
or the Rheem Center.

This fall saw the Town resume management of its recreation pro-
gram, and the first Parks and Rec Plan since 1980 is being finalized.
Options are being considered for making the Hacienda de las Flores a
self-sustaining resource; a business plan should be completed by March
0f 2008.

Moragans will soon be able to view meetings of the Town Council

from the comfort of their living rooms, as that illustrious body will be
moving to La Sala and its’ meetings will be televised. The date for the
Council’s cable television debut has not been determined.
Metcalf concluded with a detailed budget presentation. The three major
sources of revenue for the town of Moraga are property tax, sales tax and
fees. Movements such as “Shop Moraga First” are attempting to ad-
dress the issue of sales tax “leakage” and keep more tax dollars in town.
The Town has generated a slight surplus over the past years and projec-
tions indicate that the budget will stay balanced until 2013. After that
time, the Town could be facing a structural deficit. $3,750,000 of the
$17M in fees from the developers of the Palos Colorados housing proj-
ect has been received, with the remainder to be paid over the next seven
years. The Council has spent a small amount of these funds on the li-
brary, but has agreed not to undertake any major spending until a com-
prehensive program is adopted. The Council plans to take up this issue
at its meeting on November 28.

To view the Town of Moraga General Plan or the Mayor’s State
of the Town Powerpoint presentation, go to http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
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Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically-supervised weight loss
program individually designed for men and women looking to

lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients lose
2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most
patients feel great, have no cravings, and stay highly motivated
due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?
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Walnut Creek  San Ramon
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Dear Neighbor,

Did You Know ...

The Camino Pablo speed bumps delay Emergency Vehicles.

Did You Know ...

Delays to Emergency Vehicles cost lives.

Did You Know ...

There are better solutions to protect our children and reduce speeding that
our Town never considered.

Did You Know ...

The Fire Department says take the bumps out now.

For more information visit www.MoragaSafety.org

Citizens for Moraga Safety
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Small Business of the Year 2006

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

computer technical support
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3503 Mt Diablo Blvd, Suite 4
Computer Consulting & Training Lafayette, California 94549
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across the way...

a unique lifestyle store

Warm up the holidays

Beautiful colors « Distinct styles

Cacross the way)

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3 ¢ 1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center
(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)
Shop Moraga First
Support your locally owned & operated businesses






