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Orinda Saves Old Bricks for New City Hall
By Andrea A. Firth
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When Orinda incorporated as a city in 1985, the city offices were
located in an annex to the Community Center (the former Orinda
Union Elementary School site) with the main entrance just steps from
Orinda Way. Todd Skinner, current Director of the Parks and Recreation
Department for Orinda, was working in the city offices back then. He
recalls that the entrance to the building was greatly enhanced through
the efforts and generosity of a number of Orinda residents. “Individuals
and families purchased engraved bricks to help fund the project. The
bricks were then incorporated into the building of the steps, fountain,
and landscaping of the entranceway,” explained Todd.
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About eight years ago, when the building that housed the city of-
fices was demolished in order to build the Orinda Library, the bricks
were on a path to the landfill. In stepped longtime Orinda resident Ann
O’Connell-Nye. As a former member of the Historical Society and Chair
of the Historic Landmarks Committee, Ann values the preservation of the
city’s past. “My family purchased one of those bricks over 20 years ago.
So when I learned that the bricks were to be removed, I contacted the
City Council with a proposal to salvage the bricks and to reuse them in
the building of the new City Hall,” said O’Connell-Nye, “And they
agreed.”

The brick salvage operation was quite successful with only 40 of
the original 150 bricks lost due to breakage. Unfortunately, the size and
specifications for building-grade bricks had changed over the years, so
the decision was recently made to purchase new bricks engraved with the
residents’ names as before. O’Connell-Nye, resident Sheyla Kantor, and
city officials had carefully compiled a list of the brick donors’ names,
and they now await a shipment of 150 newly engraved bricks.

The bricks will be set in the ground surrounding the flagpole by the
upper entrance of City Hall. An original boulder and commemorative
plaque from the old city offices’ entrance will be moved to the location
as well. “It’s important to preserve history and document the changes,”
noted Ann O’Connell-Nye. To that end, an additional plaque explaining
the trail of the bricks and recognizing the monetary contribution of the
Orinda Parks and Recreation Foundation to the new project will also be
included in the display.

So what will happen to the pile of old bricks? Once again, Ann
O’Connell-Nye has stepped in to save a little bit of Orinda’s past. “T know
[ want to keep my family’s original engraved brick,” said Ann. She plans
to contact the individual residents to coordinate the return of their bricks.

It may not be a piece of the Berlin Wall, but it is a great piece of
local history. Who knows, we may see the great, great-grandchild of an
Orinda brick owner on Antiques Roadshow looking for the story behind
the old brick, and of course—the value of their little piece of history.
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FOUNTAINHEAD

MORTGAGE

' . ELLEN B. Lev, PH.D.
Strategic Mortgage Planners LicENSED COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST
o Residential Properties
o Equity Respositioning
o Commercial Properties
o Investment Properties
o Debt & Equity Analysis www.Doctorlev.net  925-933-5936

3184 0ld Tunnel Rd. Ste. G, 913 San Ramon Valley Ste. 180
Lafayette, CA 94549 Danville, CA 94526

Individual /Couples Counseling © Parenting © Stress Mgmt, /Addldlons . Mld Llfe Issues

When ONLY Experience and Results will Do!
30 yrs. Experience
Visit my website for local physician references

Cory B. Reid, CMC

2 Theatre Square, Suite 310 o Orinda, CA 94563
p- 925.317.7601
cbr@fountainheadmortgage.com
DRE Lic #01355782

California o Colorado o Idaho o Oregon o Utah o Washington

Kensington Place...
Luxury. Quality. Value. Service.

1 BR's NOW
Available!

Amenities for the lifestyle you deserve:

* Affordable Monthly Rentals * Enrichment Programs
* Newly Remodeled e Computer Center
* Private Patio/Balcony * Library with Cozy Fireplace

* Gracious Restaurant Style Dining ¢ Outdoor Sitting Areas
* Weekly Housekeeping * Covered Parking Available
* Scheduled Transportation * Pet Friendly Community

Ask us how we can assist you with a stress free move!

ber 1580 Geary Road
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
KENS[NGTON PLACE (925) 943-1121

RENAISSANCE SENIOR LIVING
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for MEN for WOMEN

/')
Core Strength Toning, Flexibility
Stamina, Power Mind Control

Stress management f§ Weight management

We have it all.

YOGA ¢ TAI-CHI « MEDITATION - KIDS * HEALING
925-377-YOGA www.dahnyoga.com
452 Center St. Moraga, CA 94556

season E“d CIQara"ce A;/AILABLE IN ONE - HOUR SLICES

Massage Snvy
—————

Road Bikes: Massage Envy's professional therapists will help
Look’ Orbea’Trek’ Calfee, you feel rejuvenated when it's most convenient for you.
i A soothing one-hour session is only $39 for first time
‘°6 & ‘° 1 Lemond, CO'MOtlon, Moots guests. And Massage Envy is open weeknights and INTRODUCTORY 1-Hour
weekends to accommodate your busy schedule. g MASSAGE SESSION
B o k So whether you want to unwind after work or enjoy a SCHEDULE YOUR
H H o soothing Sunday afternoon, you can always find
IKES ;40““::3'“ BGI kes;:. X Heaven, af Massage Envy. APPOINTMENT TODAY
anta Cruz, Gar Isner,
I °I4°°/° °FF ' Y ' Pleasant Hill
Trekv Ellsworth 20 Crescent Drive, Suite A

Downtown Pleasant Hill between Hallmark and Sweet Tomatoes | 925-689-3689

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square
284-9616 - M-F 10-6,Sat 9-6,Sun 12-5

Franchises Available | Massageenvy.com | Convenient Hours.
Open 7 Days: M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Valid for first one hour session, which consists of a 50 minute massage and fime for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change.

www.sha rp bi cyc le.com Additional local toxes and fees may apply. 2007 Massage Envy Ligited, LLC.
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4% = Webkinz
o 12.95

In Stock Now!
New Styles
Arriving Daily!
Also Available
Lil'Kinz

Hollyhock and Madison Stores

Montclair, Orinda, Lafayette

FREE Greeting Card-

with the Purchase of 4

Greeting Cards of equal or lesser value.
*The card of the least value will be FREE (Offer good thru Sun., Nov. 18th)

Fall Accessory Sale
Scarves, Gloves & Purses

5 nglﬂ’

Quilted Nylon Vests
By Effeci & Carolyn T.

14.99

All Fall & Holiday
Morning Sun tops

4 nl’oﬁrr

Entire Stock of Fal
& Holiday Sag Harbor

904,

Microfleece 2 Pc. Sets
Zip Hoodie & Pant

19.99

Fall “Hoodie” Sweaters
By Tiara & Connection

403

NOW 3.99 to 29.99 orig 30.00 NOW 19.99 to 29.99 NOW 17.99 to 21.99 8 Colors NOW 14.99
ORINDA MORAGA WALNUT CREEK

9 Bay Area Stores to serve YOU! Village Square Moraga Center Gountrywood Center
(925} 254-3448 (925} 376-7252 {925} 535-9300

LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR

Plaza Center
(825) 783-3380

Town and Country
(825 837-0261

B211 Medau Fl. Oakland
{5103 339-2210

lousS

CONCORD SONOMA

Vineyard Center
{925) 827-0330

IMarketplace Center
{(707) 996-4465

NAPA

Napa Town Center
{707) 2559375






