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Saint Mary’s Tip-Off  Classic:  One Rout and One Barn Burner
By Kevin D. Shallat

The Saint Mary’s Men’s basketball season got underway this past
weekend, as they hosted the Sonoma State Seawolves on Friday,

Nov. 8, and the Drake University Bulldogs on Saturday, Nov. 9.  The
Gaels beat the Seawolves 82-57, and corralled the Bulldogs 72-66.

The fans got a good first look at Saint Mary’s guard Patrick Mills
from Australia, as he scored the first points of the season for the Gaels.
He’s been described as “lightening in a bottle” by fans.  It’s been five
years since a freshman started his first game for the Gaels, and Mills did
not disappoint, as he racked up 17 points, five assists, and four steals in
his first contest.

Gaels forward Diamon Simpson had a typical game as he recorded a
double-double with 18 points and 11 rebounds.  Center Omar Samhan
and guard Tron Smith also contributed for the Gaels.

The second game was a tightly contested game.  St. Mary’s is known
for their frontcourt, but it was their backcourt that saved the day in this
game.  Drake has a talented but smaller squad than the Gaels, but they
compensated for it by their athleticism and shooting ability.  The Gaels
got away from attacking the basket and kicking out to the perimeter in
the second game, even though this style worked well for them in their
game against Sonoma State.  The Bulldogs were able to drive to the bas-
ket against the Gaels in the first half, but Saint Mary’s did a good job of
shutting down those lanes in the second half.

The Gaels addressed their shooting concerns from last year, having
clearly improved in that category.  Among those contributing to this im-
provement is guard Carlin Hughes, also from Australia.  Hughes, a trans-
fer from Montana State, was unstoppable Saturday night.  In this game,
Hughes looked to be the fastest player on the court.  He was also deadly
from the perimeter, hitting five of eight 3-pointers on the night.  The per-
formance by Hughes Saturday was reminiscent of former Gael guard
David Sivulich’s record game of eight 3-pointers set back in 1995.

The game would go back and forth, with each team taking relatively
small leads that would not stick.  At one point in the second half the Gaels
would trail by eight points, but managed to shoot their way back.  The
game would get locked up at 61 a piece with two minutes remaining.
Yusef Smith was able to get a nice put back and a foul with 1:52 left in
the game that put the Gaels up 64-61.  However, just when the Gaels
looked to put the game away, the Bulldogs would crawl back and get
within two points, bringing the score to 65-63.  Shortly thereafter, Todd
Golden would hit his fourth and final 3-pointer on the night, putting the
Gaels up by five with 46 seconds to go, which in essence sealed the win.
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• Moving clean out
• Concrete Patios, Walkways, Fences
• Demolition and removal of decks
• Concrete/ Driveway removal
• General cleanup
• Retaining walls
• Prepare construction sites
• Rates start from $75 min.

www.cdhaulingservices.com

Call Al Alvarado

925-382-9285

FREE estimates

•• Bonded and insured ••

Mention this ad - 10% off through Dec 31st

Rheem Valley Automotive

455 Center Street
in the Rheem Valley

Shopping Center 925.377.6020
Complete Repair Shop

 most cars Super Smog Special:
$39.95

+8.25 cert. +2.95trans. fee
coupon required exp. 12-31   

Traeger Wood
Pellet Grills

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 8am-6pm Sun: 9am-5pm

(925) 376-3600
1409 Moraga Way 

Moraga Shopping Center

HARDWARE LUMBER

since 1967

You ought 

to be 
smokin’

Traeger wood pellet grills for
your Thanksgiving turkey$100 OFF - limited time
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Have trouble keeping weight off?

Weigh 2 Health
Can help you find

& keep 
the healthiest you

•Physician diagnosis & treatment    
•Medications &/or supplements
•Medical meal replacements
•Mindful eating coaching 
•Solutions for stress, mood, sleep
•Personable, customized, simple

SUMMER SPECIAL 20% OFF FIRST MONTH

Call now for a 
free consultation 
(925) 658-2500

Nathalie Bera-Miller, MD, MPH
Bariatric & Preventive Medicine
953 Mountain View Drive,
Lafayette
www.weigh2healthmd.com

www.professionalautomotive.net

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Auto Body & Collision Repair
Computerized Color Matching
Complete Detailing Services
Expert Unibody Reconstructions
Free Computerized Estimates
Paintless Dent Repair

All Work Guaranteed With Written Warranty

Quality Service
Since 1949

925-2
83-21

60

http://www.steadauto.com



