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Ed-shaped Cookies and a Surprise Party for Diablo Foods Patriarch

By Lee Borrowman

Happy Birthday, Ed Stokes!

Speaking at the Rotary event celebrating the 85th birthday of
Ed Stokes, Lafayette City Manager Steve Falk, after opening
with an anecdote about Stokes’ legendary generosity, said:

Ed Stokes at his Rotary Birthday Party

f you happened to be shop-

ping at Diablo Foods a cou-
ple of weeks ago, you may have
enjoyed nibbling a cookie
baked in the shape of a smiling
Ed Stokes with your cup of cof-
fee as you perused the new self-
serve deli and fresh sushi-to-go.
Stokes, the owner of Diablo
Foods and Honorary Mayor of
Lafayette, turned eighty-five
years old this month and the
community did not let the mile-
stone go by unnoticed or uncel-
ebrated.

The Lafayette Rotary
Club honored Stokes, a long-
time Rotarian, at their weekly
luncheon meeting on Novem-
ber 15 at the Oakwood Athletic
Club. Speakers included Sher-
riff Warren Rupf, former May-
ors Jay Strauss and Erling
Horn, Rotary President Larry
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Duson, Oakwood’s Dennis
Garrison and Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Jay
Lifson, who led the room in a
sing-along of the “Mr. Ed”
theme song. Lifson said, “Ed,
you have been our example of
‘lead by example.” We learn
from your warmth and generos-
ity and your devotion and love
to your family, your employees
and your community.”

The perennially busy
Stokes can still frequently be
found at Diablo Foods, or per-
haps occasionally chatting with
friends on the new bench that
Lafayette Rotary installed in his
honor last March, just outside the
doors to the store, under the tree.

“What would happen if you never said no to people
who asked you for something?

What would happen if you always had a good thing
to say about somebody else?

What would happen if you saw the sun every day,
even when it was raining?

What would happen if you were unfailingly gener-
ous with your time and resources?

What would happen if you had a smile on your face
for everyone you saw?

What would happen if you weren't afraid to tell peo-
ple that you loved them?

Here’s what would happen.

You'd live to be 85 years old.

People would throw surprise parties for you.
Everyone would smile back at you.

Your business would flourish for decades even
though you continued to give and give and give
with no expectation of return.

You would set an example that other
merchants would step up to meet.

You'd be named the Businessperson of the Year and the
Citizen of the Year, and you'd win every conceivable
award possible from local groups and service clubs.

You'd be coronated as the Honorary Mayor - the only
person in the history of the City to have that honor.

Finally, you would, through your love and generosity,
establish a tone for one community - this commu-
nity, our community — that would ultimately trans-
form it. Transform it into one of the finest, most
livable, lovable, and generous places imaginable.

That's the power of one person. That's the power of Ed Stokes.”
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Can You Afford to Retire?

presented by

The National Institute of Financial Education

Are you concerned with having enough money for a safe and secure retirement or
saving enough for your children’s college education? If so, then do not miss this
dynamic, life changing workshop. Faculty members from NIFE (National Institute
of Financial Education) will be sharing innovative strategies on how to:

X Borrow Smart & Retire Rich & R Frw,\
X Pay Off Your Home in 10 Years or Less j,f & X(g\
X Strategically Manage Your Liabilities '\ \M% , ;;S/
» Invest in Out of State Real Estate %
X Utilize Reverse Mortgages Effectively

www.niofe.org

( When: Wednesday, December 5th )
Time: 6:30pm - 7:00pm Registration My husband and 1 learned
7:00pm - 9:00pm Forum Presentations| " about personal finance
Place: Veterans Memorial Building in the twe hours we spent
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd in the Berrow Smart
Lafayette, CA 94547 werkshep than we did in
Cost: Complimentary with RSVP four years of college.
9 Refreshments willbe served y - Laura Palmer
To Register

call 925-208-8235 or
e-mail dimee@freedompoinigroup.com

Sponsored by @Msmbsr

LENDER

NYSEIMB
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Time to enjoy
Non-Toxic

Natura EM-Hydro Dry Cleaning

W

FEW chr_oanﬁE_mﬁ:

Visit us and receive a
I FREE Gift Card |

for $10 Free Cleaning
L |

Rheem Valley Cleaners | Fashion Cleaners
568 Center Street, Moraga | 140 Village Sq., Orinda

925-631-0560 | 925-254-6409

How do Effective Microorganism (“EM”) work?

These organic soaps incorporate beneficial and efficient microorganism (EM)
technology to create a healthy microbial effect on the skin. It is natural, organic, and
100% chemical free. EM soap is safe to use for all types of skin but strong enough to
naturally kill bacteria and naturally sterilize. The products are ideal for children and for
sensitive skin. EIM soap is safe for the environment and helps eliminate grime and
odor in pipes. EM is truly beneficial for the whole family, home and environment.
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SEE WHAT SANTA HAS IN

STORE FOR YOU AT 5A!
DEC. 8th 12 - 3 pm

& ¥ Santa’s Secret Wrapping Station

We even provide the paper*

% FREE Photo with Santa
Just bring a canned food s
or new toy for Toys for Tots*

T oun Stvvapes Eectal thvsugll Deconllon
*18 Moves You Tn!*

Storage at 5A can help you get 0“’ W W W

organized and get more room at
home, in your office or your garage!
Storage can even save those
precious holiday decorations and
keepsakes year affer year.
We've got hundreds of ideas fo
help life run more smoothly using T ay _
storage, just ask us. We'll even give b 7~ IR E TMQA?P AC Em“ _
you a free $5 Starbucks card just A nu i
for taking a tour our our facility!

Rheem
Shopping
Plaza

MORAGA (925)631-7000
455 Moraga Road Suite F

Rheem Blvd.

Morago Rd.

Www. 5Asp¢zce. com

For use of Free Wrapping Station or for Free photfo with Santa, please bring in a canned food item, or a new, unwrapped foy for either a boy or girl.
$18 Special may not be combined with other offers. $18 move-in for 1st mo. on new renfals only, limited time. Offer expires 12/31/07.
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