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Losing the Last Leaf While Swimming Laps

By Dorothy Bowen, guest writer

e live in Orinda's Left

Bank: The El Toyonal
quadrant of old summer cab-
ins and their eccentric inhabi-
tants. All the streets have
Spanish names, bestowed by
the developer, E. 1. deLaveaga,
but only a few have his signa-
ture Spanish haciendas, alas.

The best place to swim,
in fact, the only place, is the
equally historic Park Pool.
But, alas, again, even it its new
incarnation, it is only open
during the summer months.
During the fall, winter and
early spring, refugees from
OPP must seek other venues.
One of the best is the Olympic
size pool at Soda Center at
Campolindo High School.

While it doesn't have the
lake like shape of OPP, pre-
served in its reconstruction at
great effort and expense, it
does have friendly lifeguards
and is surrounded by red-
woods and sycamores. It is
the site of the Spanish land
grant, Rancho Laguna de los
Palos Colorados

I return to Soda Center in
the fall, just as the sycamores
are losing their leaves. Day by
day, they are almost gone until
only one remains, clinging to
the topmost branch.

When I return from my
swim, [ tell my grandchildren
O. Henry's story, The Last
Leaf. You remember: Two
young starving artists are liv-
ing in Greenwich Village.
One is very ill with pneumo-
nia. She looks at the tree out-
side her window and says,
"When the last leaf falls, 1
must go, t0o." An old man, a
failed artist, hears of her de-
spair and braves the storm to
paint a leaf on the wall behind
the tree.

Then....But you don't want me

to tell you more. O. Henry's
stories are all about endings.

Imagine my dismay
when [ returned this fall to
find that not only the last leaf
was gone, but the entire line of
sycamores had disappeared
and a rank of bleachers rose in
their place.

Oh, they had the usual
excuses: The leaves were
clogging the pool filters. The
roots were undermining the
cement walkways.

It reminds me of swim-
ming at Strawberry Canyon in
the ‘60s. Women had to wear
bathing caps because long hair
clogged the filters. Then men
began wearing long hair and
beards and suddenly long hair
was no longer a menace. No
one would dream of asking a
man to do anything as effemi-
nate as wearing a bathing cap.

But, I wonder, is there a
more symbolic issue here?
I've done laps holding on to
the last leaf for many years
now. Is the total disappearance
of the trees a fatal omen?
Who will paint the last leaf on
the gymnasium wall for me to
make it through the winter?

Time to enjoy
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Visit us and receive a
I FREE Gift Card 1

for $10 Free Cleaning
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Rheem Valley Cleaners | Fashion Cleaners
568 Center Street, Moraga | 140 Village Sq., Orinda

925-631-0560 | 925-254-6409

How do Effective Microorganism (“EM”) work?

These organic soaps incorporate beneficial and efficient microorganism (EM)
technology to create a healthy microbial effect on the skin. It is natural, organic, and
100% chemical free. EIM soap is safe to use for all types of skin but strong enough to
naturally kill bacteria and naturally sterilize. The products are ideal for children and for
sensitive skin. EIVI soap is safe for the environment and helps eliminate grime and
odor in pipes. EM is truly beneficial for the whole family, home and environment.

all content copyright by Lamorinda Weekly, Moraga CA = reprint for personal use only




Volume 01; Issue 21 www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, November 28, 2007

SEE WHAT SANTA HAS IN

STORE FOR YOU AT 5A!
DEC. 8th 12 - 3 pm

E_} Santa’s Secret Wrapping Station
&, We even provide the paper”

' &3 FREE Photo with Santa

Just bring a canned food s
or new toy for Toys for Tots*

E} FREE Gifts for kids and Treats for everyone! ,
Plus oar Stonage Special through December
S
18 Toves You Tn!*

Storage at 5A can help you get 0“’ W a’;ed W

organized and get more room at
home, in your office or your garage!
Storage can even save those
precious holiday decorations and
keepsakes year after year.
We’ve got hundreds of ideas to
help life run more smoothly using RV iy 5 . X
storage, just ask us. We'll even 'gfve - TMQA?P AC Em“ ‘3
you a free $5 Starbucks card just nu
for taking a four our our facility!

Rheem
Shopping
Plaza

MORAGA (925)631-7000
455 Moraga Road Suite F

Moraga Rd.

Rheem Bivd.

www. SAspace.com

*For use of Free
418 Snaci

ping Station or for Free photo with Sanfa, please bring in a canned food item, or a new, unwrapped foy for either a boy or girl.
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Can You Afford to Retire?

presented by

The National Institute of Financial Education

Are you concerned with having enough money for a safe and secure retirement or
saving enough for your children’s college education? If so, then do not miss this
dynamic, life changing workshop. Faculty members from NIFE (National Institute
of Financial Education) will be sharing innovative strategies on how to:

X Borrow Smart & Retire Rich & (GO rw,\
Pay Off Your Home in 10 Years or Less _e} . X(

Strategically Manage Your Liabilities '\ .%

Invest in Out of State Real Estate

Utilize Reverse Mortgages Effectively
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www.niofe.org

( When: Wednesday, December 5th )
Time: 6:30pm - 7:00pm Registration My husband and 1 learned
7:00pm - 9:00pm Forum Presentations| " about personal finance
Place: Veterans Memorial Building in the twe hours we spent
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd in the Berrow Smart
Lafayette, CA 94547 werkshep than we did in
Cost: Complimentary with RSVP four years of college.
9 Refreshments willbe served y - Laura Palmer
To Register

call 925-208-8235 or
e-mail dimee@freedompoinigroup.com
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