
In her Lafayette home, Shigeko Ide teaches an Ikebana class in the purest Japanese
style (Ikenobo style).  The ancient art of flower arranging keeps her going in spite

of the difficult times life has sent her way.  On December 7th, many American fam-
ilies will remember a sad anniversary: The 1941 bombing of Pearl Harbor by the Im-
perial Japanese Navy. The attack was a shock to the nation and America formally
declared war against Japan the next day.  But for Ide, whose family is of Japanese
decent, this anniversary has quite a different meaning.

Two months after Pearl Harbor, on February 19, 1942, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 that marked the beginning of the banishment
of all  Japanese-Americans living on the West coast of the United States.  Some
120,000 ethnic Japanese were held in internment camps for the duration of the war,
2/3 of them were Americans born of Japanese ancestry.  At the time, 1/16 of Japanese
blood was enough to send anyone living on the West Coast to a detention camp.
The exiled included orphans as young as 3 months, the elderly, the sick, and the
blind.  There, in one of the nine camps that were hastily built in deserts or swamps,
they fought to rebuild a community.  

Among them was Shigeko Ide.  The soft-spoken 86 year old, wife of the late
Harry Ide of Harry’s nursery (now Mt. Diablo Nursery and Garden), was sent to Ro-
hwer internment camp in southeastern Arkansas with her new husband in 1942. Ide
says she has vivid memories of this experience, but no bitterness. 

Ide was born in Stockton in 1921 of Japanese parents who came to the USA
in 1916 thinking “the streets of America are paved in gold.”   Her parents ran a
Japanese grocery store. After she finished high school, she went to work for the
DMV in Sacramento; her school counselor had warned her that because of racism,
finding a job in the private sector was difficult for Asian-looking Americans.  

Around that time, her parents introduced her to Harry Ide, another young
American of Japanese decent.  Shigeko remembers that for Harry, it was love at first
sight; as for her, she would have liked to pursue her career a bit longer.  Three months
after their marriage, Pearl Harbor happened and they had a few days to sell all their
belongings before being shipped away.  Shigeko’s parents were lucky enough to be
able to store some of their belongings in a neighbor’s basement.  At the time of de-
portation, with not much time to sell all their life’s possessions, many Japanese were
easy pray to unscrupulous Americans.

The Ides ended up in Arkansas.  Before the camp was built, they were first
herded for months in horse stalls at the Tanforan Center in San Bruno .  They stayed
three years in the wood barracks, in small rooms separated with paper walls, and no
running water. Shigeko remembers the small garden they grew to try and get fresh
vegetables, the constant walks to common bathrooms and cafeteria, the monotonous
diet of beets and mutton stew, the cold winters and the hot summers.

In camp, Shigeko and Harry lived with their family and were blessed with the
birth of two daughters.  Japanese doctors delivered the babies in the camp.  

Harry, who had previously wanted to give up his Japanese citizenship and
keep only his American one in order to assimilate, refused to confirm that choice
when presented with a questionnaire in camp.  As a result of not wanting to give up
his Japanese citizenship, he was considered disloyal and sent to Tule Lake camp.
There, his mail was stamped “enemy mail.”  In 1946, Shigeko was sent back by bus
to Stockton, she was re-united with her husband a year later.

When asked about her feelings at the time of the deportation, Ide says she remembers
not being surprised to be sent away: “We were used to being discriminated against,
we were different, we had darker skin, it was normal.”  The chilling statement may
partly explain why her generation was called “the quiet generation.” They wanted
to forget about that period of their lives, and it took the fighting spirit of the new gen-
eration to finally get Ronald Reagan to apologize for the US Government in 1988.
But maybe as a result of this early experience the grandmother of eight young Amer-
icans and honored “Sensei” who lives peacefully in Lafayette, confides that she
never wanted to give up her Japanese first name and never felt totally assimilated.
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Shigeko Ide, Japanese Heritage in Lamorinda
By Sophie Braccini

Shigeko Ide, Ikebana teacher by one of her creations
Photo Sophie Braccini

A band aid on your knee, sealed
with a kiss. Now it’s your turn.
We can help with dependable and affordable in-home
care for seniors. Services tailored to your needs.
• Bathing & grooming assistance
• Meal prep and clean up
• Laundry and linen changing
• Alzheimer’s and dementia care

• Errands and transportation
• Up to 24-hour care

Licensed, insured and bonded

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ASSESSMENT:

925-376-8000
www.SeniorHelpers.com

Proudly serving the Lamorinda Community
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When ONLY Experience and Results will Do!

30 yrs. Experience
Visit my website for local physician references

www.DoctorLev.net     925-933-5936
3184 Old Tunnel Rd. Ste. G, 

Lafayette, CA 94549
913 San Ramon Valley Ste. 180

Danville, CA 94526

Individual/Couples Counseling• Parenting • Stress Mgmt./Addictions • Mid-Life Issues

ELLEN B. LEV, PH.D.
LICENSED COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGIST

969 Moraga Rd. Lafayette in La Fiesta Square

284-9616 •   M-F 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

www.sharpbicycle.com

Season End Clearance
Road Bikes: 

Look, Orbea, Trek, Calfee,

Lemond, Co-Motion, Moots

Mountain Bikes: 

Santa Cruz, Gary Fisher,

Trek, Ellsworth

All 
‘06 & ‘07

Bikes
10-40% OFF

Marty Tuominen
J. Rockcliff Realtors

mtuominen@rockcliff.com

Direct: (925) 253-7032
Mobile: (925) 482-4204

www .mar t y tuom inen . com

89 Davis Rd., Suite 100  •  Orinda

Beautifully updated 4 bedroom, 2 bath home with great back yard potential.

Large decks surrounds the kitchen and the entire back of the home .

Updates include kitchen, main floor windows, front landscaping, new roof

and outside paint.       1646 square feet;  .23 acre lot
www.1221ElCurtolaBlvd.com

1221 El Curtola Blvd, Lafayette

Offered at $849,000

3320 Woodview Court, Lafayette
$431 per sq ft. and Lafayette schools.   Must see beautiful home on large

wooded lot.     Remodeled kitchen with granite, stainless steel 

appliances & cherry cabinets. 4 large bedrooms & 31/2 baths including 

Master Suite and Au Pair suite with separate entrance.    Very quiet area.Offered at $1,199,000

Open House, Sunday Dec. 2nd 1-4pm

http://www.martytuominen.com
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http://www.absolutecenter.net
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Custom Construction Lending

Tim Floyd 925.256.4828 Office 925.348.4194 Direct 

Go with the big national lender,

from down the block

Whatever your needs, we can help you
find the right loan. WaMu combines 
financial stability and flexibility with 
personal local service. We have over
100 years experience.

We offer custom construction, purchase, refinance or equity
lending. We work hard to get you the best pricing and the
best loan to fit your needs. Go with experience,  go with The
Tim Floyd Team at WaMu.

Washington Mutual programs, rates, and terms subject to change. Certain restrictions and conditions apply. Some programs may not be combined with others. Not all features

are available on all products. You should always consider all associated costs when evaluating whether the loan provides you with a benefit in deciding to refinance.  
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http://www.edwardsluggage.com
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Webkinz 
12.95

In Stock Now!
New Styles

Arriving Daily!
Also Available

Lil’Kinz

FREE
Giftwrapping*

at McCaulou’s
*On items of 15.00 or more

Shown: Pug

Hooded 
Corduroy 
Pant Set
By 2B Real
Toddler Girl

15.99
Compare at 32.00

Boys 3 Pc. Set Boys 3 Pc. Set
L/S Tee Shirt

Vest
Pants    
By Urban 
Extreme

Toddler Boy

15.99
compare 

at 
32.00

Boys          
Fleece
Jackets

by Fifty
4 - 7 Boys

16.99
Compare 

at 34.00

Jacket
L/S Tee Shirt

Pants
by 

Urban Extreme

Infant Boy

14.99
compare 

at 
30.00

Boys Sweaters
by Urban Extreme • Boys sizes 4 to 7

8.99
compare at 18.00

Girls
Corduroy Pants

By 2 B Real
Sizes 4 to 6X

12.99
Compare at 26.00

Boys 3 Pc. Set
L/S Tee Shirt

Jacket
Pants

By Mac Henry

Toddler Boy

15.99
(compare  at 32.00)

Corduroy
Jumper

Set
By

Mon Petite

Infant Girl

10.99
compare 
at 22.00

LAFAYETTE                 DANVILLE                 MORAGA          COUNTRYWOOD          CLAYTON ROAD              ORINDA                         MONTCLAIR  
Plaza Center            Town & Country         Moraga Center        Treat & Bancroft             Vineyard Center          Village Square         6211 Medau Place, Oakland

A McCaulou’s Gift Certificate
makes the perfect gift!

All Mens
Jockey
Underwear

25%
OFF

reg. price




