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Lamorinda is the home of
many entrepreneurs; the

technical field has given rise to a
very diverse breed of entrepre-
neurs who are eager to service our
personal and professional infor-
mation tools.  Stores have been
struggling; nobody wants to bring
their equipment to a store when a
problem arises. Onsite services
now get the work by going to
clients’ sites. 
A One-Woman Show

The field is primarily mas-
culine, although one company,
Techmommy, is a one-woman
operation.  Alison Bouchard first
got involved with computers for
her personal use in the early 80’s.
The mother of two wanted a part
time job she could manage from
home.  

“What sets me apart,” says
Bouchard, “is that I use both my
left and right brain. I’m a techni-
cal and a people’s person; a high-
tech brain with the patience of a
mother.”  She believes that her
friendly and personable approach
is the key to her success.  She
speaks in plain English and edu-
cates as she goes.  Bouchard
works with individuals and small
businesses, families and seniors.
She troubleshoots, repairs, and
sets-up PCs.  “There are discrep-
ancies caused by older versions
and brands when you shop.  Peo-
ple have their own specific needs
too, so I take them shopping and
within an hour we can be done.”
Bouchard charges $99 an hour.  

Lisa Connolly of Lafayette says,
“Alison’s services are very friendly
and personable.  She helped me be-
come savvier about pre-teens’ Inter-
net use and their safety while
online.” Reach Techmommy at
info@techmommy.com, 377-7711,
or visit the website at
http://www.techmommy.com.
A Company of Nerds?

Like Alison Bouchard, Ed-
ward Zeidan was not originally
trained as a computer engineer.
The founder of Nerd4Rent gradu-
ated in Political Science and holds
an MBA.        The name of the
company was chosen carefully.
“I wanted it to reflect our person-
ality, we are technically savvy but
very friendly, not intimidating,”
says Zeidan. 

Nerd4Rent serves individu-
als and small businesses. A staff
of eleven, six of whom are techni-
cians,   do setups and mainte-
nance; they take care of
malfunctions, network issues and
viruses.  The company charges
$149 an hour, with 15 minute in-
crements after the first hour.
Nerd4Rent will soon offer a fixed
priced maintenance contract from
$9.99 to $19.99 a month.  Zeidan
offers phone support and remote
control support that’s quicker and
less expensive. 

Jay Lifson, of the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce, has been
working with Nerd4Rent for
many years: “The gig is up!” says
Lifson.  “Ed wants us to think
he’s a nerd.  No one is buying that

disguise anymore.  Those who
have used Nerd4Rent know that
Ed and his team are dependable,
efficient, and knowledgeable.
Nerd4Rent was our 2006 Small
Business of the Year. Training,
technical support, repairs and web
design are all in Ed’s tool belt.”
Reach Nerd4Rent at
Nerd@Nerd4Rent.com, 283-
5666, or visit the website at
http://www.nerd4rent.com/.
Teamwork

Specializing in the solving
of difficult technical problems,
DiabloLink
Communications is a good exam-
ple of how ingenuity and passion
can lead to the creation of a sus-
tainable business. Steve An-
gelides and Doug King started
their cooperation when they
jointly developed a non-profit re-
ligious news site, www.ortho-
doxnews.com, in the ‘90s.  They
decided to commercialize the In-
ternet tools they had developed
and built an integrated services
company. 

According to Angelides,
what makes them efficient is the
cooperation the two men have de-

veloped over the years. "We are
complementary," says Angelides,
"and our technological knowl-
edge grows as we solve new is-
sues."  DiabloLink's approach to
new technology includes not
charging their customers for their
learning curve. 30% of Dia-
bloLink's customers are seniors,
and the company offers ongoing
tutoring at the rate of $49 an hour. 

“Fast response time is key
in our business," explains An-
gelides, "we respond to phone
calls twenty-four hours a day,
seven days a week. Sometimes
we can solve the issue over the
phone, but often a physical inter-
vention is necessary." 
Dave Reynolds, owner of the
Curves Fitness Center in Moraga,
has been DiabloLink’s client for
the past couple of years. “I appre-
ciate DiabloLink’s fairness and
reliability,” says Reynolds, “most
of the time, Steve or Doug will
immediately know what the prob-
lem is.” Reach DiabloLink at
sales@DiabloLink.net, 465-9567,
or visit the website at
http://www.diablolink.net/.

Terzetto Cuisine Celebrates Your Birthday 
1419 Moraga Way, Moraga
376-3832 
www.terzettoscuisine.com
For nine years, the Moraga
restaurant has been sending
birthday cards to its customers
offering them a free entrée and
a piece of Angel Birthday
cake, once during their birth-
day month.  Roos Pal, the gra-
cious owner, now wishes to
extend the invitation to the
whole community: no more
special card needed, just come with a proof of birth date and you’ll
be treated to the “Birthday Special.”  Go to the restaurant’s web site
to check the new menu.

Rhythm Room Expands its Offerings
3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite 101, Lafayette
283.4801- www.rhythmroomdance.com/KidTeen_Jan-Jun08.pdf
The Rhythm Room is expanding its classes to accommodate demand.
Four weekly Dance Fitness Classes are now offered; another AM
class on Thursdays at 10:15 AM with Di Rowley has been added.  A
new Pre-Ballet Classes is now available for ages 4 and 5. By request
the Rhythm Room has added four new Ballet options for young
dancers.

A New Challenge for Keith Miller
Pacific Union GMAC Real Estate, www.pacunion.com
Keith Miller, current president of the Orinda Chamber of Commerce,
has joined Pacific Union GMAC Real Estate as Vice President and
Branch Manager of the company’s Orinda office and virtual Danville
offices. A realtor since 1998, Miller comes from Prudential California
Realty where he managed their Orinda office for the past four years.
“I have always held the Pacific Union GMAC brand in very high re-
gard and am proud to join the management team,” said Miller, who
has lived in Lafayette for the past 27 years with his wife and two
grown children. “There are abundant opportunities in Contra Costa
County and I’m excited to be leading this esteemed group of real es-
tate professionals as we move our business to the next level."

News from the Chambers of Commerce:
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, 
100 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette 
- www.lafayettechamber.org   •   925-284-7404

• Entrepreneur's Club, Thursday December 20th at 8:30 a.m. 
Location: Lafayette Chamber Conference Room.

Season’s Greetings from the “Friendly Chamber”

Barbara, Linda, Karen and Jay wish all of you a happy holiday
season with family, friends a lot of LOCAL SHOPPING!  
Here’s something to think about.  If every resident in Lafayette
spent $10,000 on gifts in December, by shopping in Lafayette, we
would have enough sales tax revenue to repair all the failed roads
in town.  This is another great reason to do your holiday shopping
right here in Lafayette. 

Chamber of 
Commerce of Moraga –
www.moragachamber.org
Jenny Boyd, 
Chamber President, 
sends her greetings:
"We're at an exciting juncture in
Moraga. We're building a sense
of 'community' and the coopera-
tion and communication be-
tween the Town, Chamber, retail
establishments and organiza-
tions in our town has never been
better. Thanks so much, to
everyone who has joined the
Chamber, giving us your sup-
port. Thanks to each volunteer
who has worked so hard on the
many events we've held. All cel-
ebrations during this holiday
season - Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, give us the opportu-
nity to enrich our lives and give
thanks for what we have. 
Bless you all."

Orinda Chamber 
of Commerce, 
24 Orinda Way, Orinda
- www.orindachamber.org 

Keith Miller, Chamber President,
offers Season’s Greetings:
“The Orinda Chamber of Com-
merce would like to extend our
warmest wishes for a wonderful
Holiday season to all citizens of
our city.  We’d also like to take
this opportunity to express our
gratitude for the overwhelming
support that the City of Orinda
and the business community
have given to the chamber for
our “Shop Orinda” campaign.
May everyone enjoy a healthy
and prosperous Holiday.”

business
briefs

This is neither an offer to sell, nor an offer to buy real estate securities. There are material risks associated with the ownership of real estate, including, but not limited to, potential for property

value decrease, illiquidity, change of tax status, the impact of fees/expenses which potentially may outweigh tax benefits of the real estate, and loss of direct control of real estate. You must be

an accredited investor. Securities offered through Sigma Financial Corporation, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Consult Locally. Invest Nationally. 
1031 Exchange Options

National Headquarters: 1850 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 5th Floor,
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

national: 800.675.2424 | local: 925.942.1031
www.1031exchangeoptions.com

Mark Johanson
Exec VP – Client Services

Christian Mirner
Exec VP – Real Estate

Tomas Velken
Senior VP – Real Estate

THINKING ABOUT
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS?

We offer property investments that provide individual investors access to real estate opportunities 

previously only available to university endowments, insurance companies, pension funds, and the mega-wealthy.

Help balance your investments portfolio by adding institutional-grade real estate, such as apartment 

communities, regional shopping centers, and Class “A” office buildings. Investment opportunities starting at $50K.

OVER 20 YEARS OF ASSISTING CLIENTS WITH THEIR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS... CONTACT US TODAY.

If you have a business
brief to share, please

contact 
Sophie Braccini at 

sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

or contact 
Lamorinda Weekly at 

925-377-0977.

Call today 
for your “Free” 

in home 
consultation.

Cissy Thoms 
925-786-0721

patterson & associates

“THE  THOMS  TEAM  MAKES  YOUR  DREAMS  WORK”

Thinking of selling your home?  
We know what you are looking for, 

Quality and the bottom line, “How much will it cost Me to sell my home?”  
We have the answers for you:

Patterson Associates is a family run Real Estate Company.  We  Live and work locally in Lafayette.  We have Over 16 years experience in the Bay

Area and Central Valley. We provide FULL service whether listing a property or helping You purchase one.  

We have worked for some of the biggest Real Estate companies, But when it came down to helping people meet their bottom line, 

we knew we had To start our own company, so we did!!!

3% Total Sales Commission* (paid to buyers agent)

(* if you use us to Purchase a New Home)

4.5% Total Sales Commission** (3% to buyers agent, 

1.5% to Patterson Associates) (** if you are just listing your home)

www.LamorindaHomeLoans.com

Locally Owned Onsite Computer Services in Lamorinda
By Sophie Braccini
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