LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: 8

' YOUR Lafayette

We handle it all!

We use the best:

Housekeeping Services
Moving Services

Prudential California REALTOR®

Handymen, Inspectors, Painters and Roofing Contractors
Professional Home Stagers, Traditional and Feng-Shui

visit us online: www.lamorindaweekly.com

"I JUST WANT MY REALTOR TO TAKE CARE OF IT!"

Selling your home for more money
and less inconvenience to you

(#9 Prudential

California Realty

999 Oak Road
Lafayette, CA 94549

925-283-7000

Mortgage Brokers & Title Companies
Full Service Strategic Marketing Plan tailored to sell your
home quickly for the best price and terms!

And much more!

Do you want a career in real estate? Call Cary Amo at (925) 962-6128

Wednesday, December 26, 2007

Offered at

Call:

4409 MARSH ELDER CT.
CONCORD

Four bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2,130sf home in
the Crossings with award winning schools.
Relax in the cool pool or steaming spa.
Spacious kitchen/family room, large master
suite with private deck, dual pane
windows, immaculate!

(925) 283-7000 | Call:

2627 OAK ROAD #A
WALNUT CREEK

163 HOOKSTON ROAD
ASANT HI

Offeredat  $398,900 | Offeredat  $440,000

Bank Owned! Great price for this 3 bed- | This newly remodeled, single level unit
room, 1 bath detached home with large | features 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, over
yard. Updated kitchen, some dual pane | 1,200sf, cozy fireplace and more - light,
windows and a 2 car attached garage. | brightand spacious. Itis walking distance
Give us a call for a showing appointment. | to BART, downtown trails and parks.

(925) 283-7000 | Call: (925) 283-7000

$680,000

Oeed at -

music to your eyes.
Gall:

712 IRONBARK CT.
ORINDA

$1,389,000
Orindawoods; Experience amazing views
from the front porch. The home features | foryour fussiest buyers. This 2 bedroom, 2.5
3+ bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2,350sfon a 1/3
acre lot, new hardwood floors, windows
and built-ins. The interior colors will be

(925) 283-7000 | Call:

711 BUCKINGHAM COURT
WALNUT CREEK

118 RAVENHILL RD
ORINDA

Offered at $799,900 | Offered at  $1,049,000

Executive Townhomein Orinda Woods; ready | Well-priced Northgate home with desir-
able cul-de sac location plus 4 bedrooms,
baths, 2,197sf home has a remodeled [ 2.5 baths and over 2,600sf on a single
kitchen, vaulted wood-beamed ceilings, | level. Beautiful backyard with pool, patio
sauna in master bath--much more! Only | and large lawn area. Granite kitchen and
steps away from the pool. new custom tile flooring.

(925) 283-7000 | Call: (925) 283-7000

Your Satisfaction is Our Goal

Call JiW

Leak Repairs * Gutter Cleaning * Roof Maintenance

Jim Clemons - 925-303-0107 - urservices@sbcglobal.net

B Exterior / Interior
B Exceptional prep. work
B Fully insured and bonded

Lamorinda Housing Market Much Merrier
Than the Real Estate Grinches Might Have Us Believe

By Val Cook-Watkins
‘ N Vith another holiday
season upon us,
there is a lot for which we
can all be thankful. Living in
the beautiful Lamorinda
area is certainly one of
them. The real estate
grinches — those doomsay-
ers we keep reading about in
the news media — might
have us believe that all is
gloomy in the housing mar-
ket these days. But don’t be-
lieve ‘em, at least not when
it comes to our local com-
munities.

The Lamorinda real es-
tate market is actually a
whole lot merrier than you
might think based on the
evening newscasts or some
of the local papers. Some
media pundits tend to lump
all of the nation’s real estate
into one. But the reality is
that we have countless “mi-
croclimates” in the real es-
tate market with some areas
doing better or worse than
others.

So how are we doing
here in the Lafayette, Orinda
and Moraga region? All in
all, surprisingly well. It is
true that sales are off slightly
from last year at this time.
Still, most homeowners
couldn’t care less about how
many homes we Realtors
sell. What they care about is
the value of their number
one investment. And guess
what? Prices are holding
their own locally or even
going up in some cases.

Here are a few figures
to think about as you finish
up those holiday leftovers:

e In October 2007, the
latest figures available, the
average price for a home in
the Lamorinda area was
$1,187,000, according to the
Country Costa Association
of Realtors. That’s a 10.4%
jump in prices year over
year!

e Unit sales for the
month were down overall in
the Lamorinda area, but not
by much. This year there
were 52 homes sold in Oc-
tober, just nine homes less
than last year during the
same period.

* Year-to-date figures did
show some leveling off in
average prices, which is to
be expected after a sharp
run-up of as much as 50%
over the previous few years.

» Lafayette had a 6%
YTD dip in average prices,
but a 12% increase in the
number of sales; Moraga
had a 2% increase in aver-
age prices YTD, but a 7%
decline in sales; and
Orinda saw sales increase
1.3% but average prices
off 7%.

To be sure, homes are
still selling in the Lamorinda
area, and in many cases with
multiple offers. Those prop-
erties that are located close
to downtown areas, well
priced and nicely presented
are attracting lots of interest

from buyers. Level-in
homes on cul-de-sacs in par-
ticular are seeing multiple
offers.

If you have been think-
ing about selling your home,
now couldn’t be a better
time. Contrary to popular
belief, the holiday season is
actually one of the best
times of year to sell.

Your home is often at
its best this time of year,
with brightly colored deco-
rations, the warm glow of
the fireplace, and the won-
derful aroma of holiday din-
ners cooking in the kitchen.
Allowing buyers to view
your home during this spe-
cial season lets them better
picture their own family en-
joying the holidays there in
years to come.

Because fewer homes
are listed for sale this time
of year, sellers have less
competition for buyers’ at-
tention. More than a few
agents have found that the
highest prices for homes
often come very early in the
new year. As more homes
come onto the market in the
spring and summer, buyers
are in a much stronger nego-
tiating position to drive the
lowest price.

Consumers who are out
looking during the holidays
and immediately after tend
to be very motivated to buy
or else they wouldn’t be out
there. Corporations often
plan relocations of

Val Cook-Watkins, Manager of
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage’s Orinda offices,
provides the above tips. A 30-
year real estate veteran, Watkins
oversees a talented team of 78
real estate professionals in the
East Bay. Her offices are located
at 5 Moraga Way and 85 Moraga
Way in Orinda, and she can be
reached at 925-253-4660

or by e-mail at
vcookwatkins@cbnorcal.com.

employees and newly hired
personnel at the beginning
of the year, creating a pool
of potential buyers. In
addition, families with
children in school often
begin looking early in the
year so they can close before
the end of the school year
and summer vacation.

If you’re concerned
that listing your home will
take up too much of your
during this special time of
year, think again. A profes-
sional Realtor can take care
of everything so you can
simply enjoy the magic of
the season.

I’d like to close by of-
fering my best wishes to all
of you and your families for
a healthy and prosperous
New Year!

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

e Slipcovers e Pillows e Window Cushions
e Custom Upholstery e Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available e Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

Fine 0id Waorld Craftmanship
Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.
3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

(925) 962-0579

CED.nc

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Lic. #796043

New Construction

Additions / Renovations
Foundation / Termite Repairs
Kitchen and Bathroom
Remodeling / Painting / Roofing
Concrete Driveway / Retaining Wall

916-289-1164

okisoz@yahoo.com

Support Lamorinda Weekly
by shopping with our advertisers and
telling them you saw their ad!

Your local free Newspaper for Lamorinda

Lamorlnda Home Sales continued

LAFAYETTE Last reported: 5
LOWEST AMOUNT: $945,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,475,000
MORAGA Last reported: 3
LOWEST AMOUNT: $285,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,475,000
ORINDA Last reported: 12
LOWEST AMOUNT: $700,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $2,115,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information
company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax information
. shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to

I eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public

M county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal RE-
source nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3678 Hastings Court, $1,020,000, 3 Bdrms, 1926 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-3-07
3301 Moraga Blvd, $945,000, 4 Bdrms, 2023 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 11-27-07
1127 Rahara Drive, $1,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 2929 SqFt, 1948 YrBIt, 11-30-07
19 Springhill Lane, $1,345,000, 4 Bdrms, 2797 SqFt, 1947 Y1Blt, 11-30-07
4030 Valente Dr, $1,368,000, 4 Bdrms, 1812 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 11-30-07
MORAGA

2067 Ascot Drive #241, $285,000, 1 Bdrms, 790 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 11-30-07
50 San Pablo Court, $1,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 3085 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 11-27-07
509 Woodminster Drive, $570,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1975 YrBIt, 12-6-07
ORINDA

29 Bates Boulevard, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2357 SqFt, 1956 YrBIt, 11-27-07
178 Crestview Drive, $2,115,000, 5 Bdrms, 3732 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 11-30-07
1 El Verano Drive, $700,000, 3 Bdrms, 2307 SqFt, 1939 YrBIt, 11-30-07

38 Honey Hill Road, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2368 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 11-30-07
67 La Cuesta Road, $865,000, 4 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 11-27-07
21 Las Vegas Road, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2463 SqFt, 1939 YrBIt, 11-27-07
728 Miner Road, $1,273,000, 5 Bdrms, 3529 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 12-5-07
285 Moraga Way, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1410 SqFt, 1942 YrBIt, 11-30-07
201 Orchard Road, $763,000, 3 Bdrms, 1491 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 11-30-07
54 Sleepy Hollow Ln, $1,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2057 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 12-6-07
21 Snowberry Lane, $1,970,000, 2 Bdrms, 2214 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 11-30-07
51 Van Ripper Lane, $1,139,500, 3 Bdrms, 1671 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 11-30-07

Call for Winter Paving
Special Starting Jan 1,2008 CA7 >6
Quality ¢ Integrity * Expert Workmanshlp
Third Generation Paving Company

All roads lead to JV Lucas Paving!

925.283.8027

MVCRemodeling.com

MICHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

“RESIDING AND SERVING LAMORINDA"

ﬁ

v Baths
v Kitchens

L &
""rl\“

v Room Additions

¥ Finish Carpentry
E’Repairs - dry rot, water

and fire damage

925.631.1055

RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

F,:";'.‘“""

Lic# 681593

Read online at:
http://www.lamorindaweekly.com

(a pdf reader is required to view the pages.)

925-944 9263

Drainage Systems
NATURE’S TECHNIQUE inc.

) |visa

Since 1983
Lic. #512288

Standing Water Problems
French Drains & Sump Pumps
Surface Drains e Grading

Retaining Walls e Concrete
Reports & Inspections




