
“Roads, roads, roads, and
more roads,” states

Victoria Smith emphatically.
Fixing the main arteries and
neighborhood streets will be a
primary focus for the City of
Orinda over the next year ac-
cording to Orinda’s newly ap-
pointed mayor. Taking seat at
the helm of the City Council in
the final year of her four-year
term, Mayor Smith anticipates
that Orinda will once again
carry the dubious distinction of
having some of the worst roads
in the Bay Area. With the cost
to fix the roads and drains
throughout the city estimated
to be $100 million and two bal-
lot measures to fund the repairs
having recently failed passage,
Mayor Smith notes, “We con-
tinue to struggle with the issue.
It’s a long-term problem for
Orinda.” 

However, Smith’s prag-
matic approach and positive at-
titude prevails as she describes
the roadworks planned for
Moraga Way next summer.
“Our project has been in the
works for quite a long time,
and we finally received the
CalTrans grant which is fantas-
tic. We are happy that we can
get a million dollars in grant
money,” states Smith. “It is a
very big project for us, and it
will repave a heavily traveled
road in Orinda. So we’re
pleased.” However, Mayor
Smith is not so pleased with
EBMUD’s plans to close Mor-
aga Road between Moraga and
downtown Lafayette during

the same timeframe this sum-
mer, and she feels that much of
the diverted traffic will find its
way to Rheem Boulevard, Glo-
rietta Way, and then onto Mor-
aga Way further slowing traffic
through Orinda. 

Smith and her husband, a
native Orindan, relocated to
the area 20 years ago when
they were looking for a place
to live that had good schools
and great outdoor spaces.
“Orinda really is unique,”
notes Smith. “The people who
have been involved with city
government before have done
an excellent job. And the com-
munity has done an excellent
job of wanting and supporting
a community that is semirural.
And we really are.” However,
Smith recognizes that the
“semirural” designation comes
with both the good and the bad.
“The bad side is the condition
of our roads and that they are
narrow and windy,” explains
Smith. But she quickly quali-
fies this negative with a posi-
tive noting Orinda’s proximity
to larger cities including San
Francisco, Berkeley, Oakland,
and Walnut Creek while still
being surrounded by nature
and wildlife. “I think that it is
very attractive that you can be
close to all of the wonderful
amenities that we enjoy in
northern California—sporting
events, theater. And yet here in
Orinda, it’s quiet, it’s peaceful,
and it has a great natural
beauty.”

A graduate of the Univer-

sity of California at Berkeley
and UC’s Hastings College of
Law in San Francisco, Smith
has maintained a real estate
law practice in Orinda for over
20 years. Her first foray into
public service was as a repre-
sentative on the Contra Costa
County Family and Children’s
Trust Advisory Committee
which makes recommenda-
tions regarding the allocation
of funds for the prevention and
treatment of child abuse. “Un-
fortunately, it’s a huge problem
and there is a very small
amount of money to work
with. But it was very reward-
ing to find programs that were
actively trying to prevent child
abuse and help people who had
been the victims of child
abuse.”

After serving at the
County level for over three
years, Smith had a desire to get
more involved locally and sub-
sequently was appointed to the
Planning Commission in
Orinda. “I take my hat off to
the Planning Commission. I
think they have the most diffi-
cult job,” states Smith. “It’s
very time consuming. And
many times you have conflict-
ing interests.” 

Smith feels that serving
on the Planning Commission
provided excellent experience
for being on the City Council,
and she is excited to discuss
two affordable housing proj-
ects in the planning stages in
Orinda. “The Orinda Grove de-
velopment will include eight
affordable homes for families,
and we are working on guide-
lines to provide priority to peo-
ple who work and live in
Orinda, and those who are
teachers, police officers and
municipal employees.” In ad-
dition, Orinda will be taking
steps to build a 44-unit residen-
tial complex at the old city li-
brary site to provide affordable
housing for seniors. “Both of
these developments will pro-
vide more opportunity for res-
idency in Orinda and will
allow Orinda to receive the re-
gional funding, Measure C dol-
lars, that we use to repave our
roads.” Explains Smith.

“[In addition] the Wilder
Development should be mov-
ing forward,” notes Mayor
Smith. She is looking forward
to the amenities this develop-
ment will provide to the City
such as an art and garden cen-
ter and five playing fields in-
cluding two with lights. “This
is going to be a great thing for
our residents, and we’re anx-
ious to see it built.”

Downtown revitalization
is another key initiative for the
City Council in 2008 accord-
ing to Smith. “We really need
sales tax dollars to stay in
Orinda, and we do have the
shops to provide the goods.”
The Shop Orinda Program pro-
moted by the City Chamber of
Commerce is a part of the plan,
and she has been pleased to see
black canvas Shop Orinda
totes showing up on the shoul-
ders of shoppers around town.
Smith also feels that the Cal
Shakes box office that has been
opened in Theater Square is a
natural fit and hopes one day to
establish a shuttle to transport
theater goers to and from the
plays and to downtown restau-

rants. Ultimately, Mayor Smith
recognizes that it takes a criti-
cal mass. “We want to see
more merchants, more restau-
rants, and I think we probably
would like to see some housing
above [downtown].”

With all that is in the
works with the City Council
over the next year, it is no sur-
prise that Mayor Smith claims
to have no time for hobbies be-
yond regular walks along
Wildcat Canyon at the top of
El Toyonal. Still, Smith ap-
pears comfortable in her new
role as the Mayor of Orinda.
“It’s a very rewarding feeling
to say that I have enjoyed the
benefits of living in this com-
munity for quite some time.
My kids grew up here. My hus-
band has lived here most of his
adult life. And it’s nice to be in
a position to give back to the
community. For the term of my
tenure on the Council, I can be
a steward for the community
and help preserve the things
that are great about Orinda and
also help look out toward the fu-
ture and try and tinker with those
things we can improve on.”
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Burglary, 12/27/07 Unknown
suspect(s) broke into a Bates
Boulevard home and stole ap-
proximately $5,000 worth of
gold necklaces, bracelets and
watches.  Unfortunately no fin-
gerprints were found.  Perhaps
the thief received gloves for
Christmas.

Robbed on Christmas, 12/25/07
Two suspects entered an un-

locked home on Sycamore
Road and removed property
valued at over $2,800.  Imagine
the thieves surprise to be inter-
rupted mid-burgle by the family
returning home from a walk.
Suspects fled out the back of the
home.  A K-9 unit responded
and tracked the suspects to a
nearby street, but unfortunately
that was where the trail ended.   

Santa stolen 12/24/07 An un-
known suspect removed a dec-
orative Santa from the front
yard of a Dalewood Drive resi-
dence.  Santa was approxi-
mately 5’ 8,” bearded, a little
chubby and seated in a sleigh.
Santa was approximately 50
years old and extremely life-
like.  Estimated value, appar-
ently you can put a price tag on
the man in red, $3,000.

Jewels stolen, 12/21/07  A thief
entered a Coral Drive residence
by prying open the rear door,
and ransacking the master bed-
room.  The homeowner returned
to find her jewelry was stolen.
The victim’s mother lives
nearby and noticed a suspicious
man in the area at about 12:30
that very afternoon.  The man
claimed to be a window washer.
Approximately $13,000 worth
of jewelry is gone.
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Lamorinda Community Calendar, Notes, News Orinda
City Council 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

check online:
Town of Orinda:
http://www.ci.orinda.ca.us/
• all meeting notes
• calendar updates

Chamber of Commerce:
http://www.orindachamber.org/

• local businesses
• upcomming events

Tuesday, Jan 15

Thursday, Jan 10
Hist. Landmark Comm. 3pm
Gallery Room, Upper Level
26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, Jan 22
Planning Process Review 8:30am
Community Room at City Hall
22 Orinda Way

Monday, Jan 14

Planning Comm. 7pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

1031 Exchanges...
Te n a n t- I n - Com m on  S pe c i a l i s ts

TM

Over the past five years, more than one out of every ten dollars invested in real estate 1031
TIC securities offerings have been transacted through OMNI Brokerage.

Since 1995 OMNI Brokerage has completed over 3,000 TIC securities transactions.

OMNI Brokerage is the largest broker-dealer in the 1031 TIC securities industry, 
based on equity raised.

Clients have invested into real estate valued at over $3.0 Billion through OMNI Brokerage.

Securities offered through OMNI Brockerage, Inc. • Member FINRA/SiPC

Presidio Exchange Advisors, a branch office of Omni Brokerage, Inc

DAVID WAAL
PRINCIPAL

2950 BUSKIRK AVE., STE 300
WALNUT CREEK, 

CA 94597

(925) 407-4747

Jumpstart Your Weight Loss
Now in Walnut Creek

Jumpstart Medicine offers a medically-supervised weight loss
program individually designed for men and women looking to
lose weight safely and quickly. On average, our patients lose 
2 to 5 pounds per week over the course of 12 weeks. Most 

patients feel great, have no cravings, and stay highly motivated 
due to quick results which they can see and feel.

How much do you want to lose?

Walnut Creek • San Ramon
925-277-1123 • www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Strategic Mortgage Planners

° Residential Properties

° Equity Respositioning

° Commercial Properties

° Investment Properties

° Debt & Equity Analysis

Cory B. Reid, CMC

2 Theatre Square, Suite 310 ° Orinda, CA 94563
p. 925.317.7601

cbr@fountainheadmortgage.com

California ° Colorado ° Idaho ° Oregon ° Utah ° Washington 

DRE Lic #01355782

MOR TGAGE
F O U N TA I N H E A D

Licensed Psychologist
PSY 12069

(925) 254-7963
8 Orinda Way   •   Orinda   •   16 years in Orinda

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515

Darlene Hattersley
925.360.9588

Find MLS Listings and Valuable Buyer and Seller Tips on our Website.

We thank you for all your
support this past year. 

May you have a 

happy, healthy, 

and prosperous 2008!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

TheHattersleys.com
Helping You Achieve Your Goals! 

Meet Orinda’s New Mayor
By Andrea A. Firth

Victoria Smith Photo Andrea A. Firth
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