
You’ve found the home of
your dreams. You’ve spent

months searching for it, made
the deal, arranged the financing,
and completed the paperwork.
Now there’s just one thing left to
do: move.

For most people, moving is
a hassle. It’s the last step in the
long process of acquiring a new
home. Whether you pack your-
self or employ a moving com-
pany, it’s a lot of work. Adding
children to the mix can make the
move more complicated.

Yet moving with kids does
not have to be an ordeal. Just fol-
lowing a few of the following
recommendations from realtors,
families, and child experts can
make your move much
smoother.

Before You Move
For starters, think about

your children when looking for
your new house. Try to find fea-
tures that are similar to those in
your current residence. If your
old place has a large yard, for ex-
ample, try to get at least some
kind of yard for the kids instead
of a deck. Of course some things,
like that favorite tire swing that
your husband hung from the oak
tree, may not be able to be dupli-
cated. But you can help your
children work through this loss
by pointing out new features that

the old house didn’t have.
You also can help your kids

adjust by exciting them about
your new community long be-
fore moving day arrives. "As
soon as we knew where we were
moving, I used the internet to re-
search the area, in particular the
activities my kids were inter-
ested in," says Terry Garcia, who
relocated to Moraga from New
Jersey with two grade-school
girls and a toddler. "You can look
up the new school, the local
sports programs, the park and
recreation programs, the local
church or synagogue, and those
sites often have links to other
great sites."

Garcia gathered the infor-
mation she dis-
covered in a big
binder. She took
it with her and
found the infor-
mation valuable
in helping her
family settle in
after the move as
well.

When to Move
If your tim-

ing is flexible, try
to move in June
or July, a few
months before
school starts. This makes the
transition easier, because the
children have time to get to
know other kids in your new
neighborhood.

"We moved in the summer,
but the school office was open so
we arranged for a brief school
tour," says Garcia. "That was a
big help to our girls. After seeing
the school, which was very dif-
ferent from the East Coast-style
school they attended previously,
they had a concrete mental pic-
ture of just where they'd be going
in September."

How to Move
On moving day, keep very

young kids out of the way. This
will make it easier for them and
for you. You won’t have to worry
about how the little ones will in-
teract with the furniture and the
movers. And small kids won’t
have to experience the confusion
and chaos of moving when
they’re too young to understand
what’s going on. If possible have
a grandparent or friend take them
for the day and deliver them to
the new house once the worst of
the move is done. 

If young children need to
be with you on moving day, ex-
cite them with something new or
special. This might be a trip to a

favorite park, a new stuffed toy,
or a special party. Keeping them
entertained and excited about
change can help distract them
from worries about the move.

Considerations are differ-
ent for older kids, of course.
They should be encouraged to
help with moving as much as
possible. Involvement in the
process helps give them a sense
of ownership in the new house
and neighborhood. Some kind of
small reward may also help to
motivate them.

After the Move
As you start to unpack in

the new house, set up the chil-
dren’s rooms first. The idea is to
keep things as familiar as possi-
ble for them. 

For example, if your kids
are used to sleeping in the same
room, let them continue to do so
for a time to get used to the new
space, even if they have separate
bedrooms in the new house.
Such a simple step provides chil-
dren with a safe, familiar space
from which to begin exploring
their new world. 

Helping Children Adjust
Finally, once you’re un-

packed, explore the new neigh-
borhood with
your children.
Make it an excit-
ing adventure to
check out new
stores and hiking
trails. Help them
get to know the
community and
encourage them
take initiative so
they will learn to
adapt to the new
place.

Garcia says,
"While it was
hard to leave

good friends and familiar places
behind, I kept my girls focused
on the positives of our new
neighborhood rather than what
we missed in our old community.
It sounds silly, but if you dwell
on what was better 'back there',
it is hard to move forward and
make a great life 'here.'"

To help the transition, as
soon as practicable get your kids
involved in activities they enjoy
such as swim clubs, dance
classes, baseball, music, what-
ever they are used to. Joining a
church or similar community can

be a great way for kids to accli-
mate to a new area and meet new
friends.

Moving With Kids Can Be Fun
Don’t worry too much

about moving with kids. Al-
though a move can be stressful
and upsetting, children usually
adapt faster than the adults. The
younger the better, it seems.
Most of my clients have a much
harder time with adjustment than
do their young children. I've
heard from friends that it can be
hard to move pre-teen or teenage
girls, who often have intricate
networks of friends, but by the
end of the first week of school,
most young kids have several
new friends. It seems that, in
general, adult friendships take
much longer to develop.

But having kids can help
adults adjust to the new commu-
nity. Get involved in your kids’
social networks and invite their
friends over to your home. This

helps cement new friendships for
your kids, and is also an excel-
lent way to meet their parents,
who may become your friends.
Organize play dates, and invite
the kids’ new friends along on
family outings. Before long,
your children will be right at
home in their new home and
neighborhood—and so will you.
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Lamorinda Home Sales continued
LAFAYETTE     Last reported: 2
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $718,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,925,000
MORAGA Last reported: 3
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $900,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,245,000
ORINDA Last reported: 9
LOWEST  AMOUNT: $555,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,575,000

HOME SALES
presented by

LAMORINDA
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate informa-
tion company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published
five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained from
public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither
Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
1408 Meadowlark Ct, $1,925,000, 3 Bdrms, 1909 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 12-27-07
3364 Mildred Lane, $718,500, 3 Bdrms, 1365 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 1-10-08
MORAGA
3706 Campolindo Dr, $905,000, 4 Bdrms, 2194 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 1-15-08
5 Kimberly Drive, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1634 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 1-10-08
200 Sheila Court, $1,245,000, 4 Bdrms, 2370 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 1-9-08
ORINDA
7 Abbott Court, $770,000, 3 Bdrms, 1365 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 1-15-08
9 Birch Court, $555,000, 2 Bdrms, 660 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 1-9-08
8 Crestview Drive, $825,000, 3 Bdrms, 1399 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 1-8-08
11 Darnby Court, $1,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 2064 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-20-07
12 Edgewood Court, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 3725 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 12-20-07
90 Loma Vista Drive, $835,000, 5 Bdrms, 2160 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 12-20-07
62 Meadow View Rd, $1,315,000, 3 Bdrms, 2198 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 1-10-08
27 Orinda View Road, $1,187,500, 1-4-08
60 Via Moraga, $1,115,000, 2 Bdrms, 1752 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 1-10-08

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

SB Painting
Residential & Commercial

Exterior / Interior
Exceptional prep. work
Fully insured and bonded

925-932-3193
CA Lic. 555600

Drainage Systems

925
944
5263

Standing Water Problems
French Drains & Sump Pumps
Surface Drains  •  Grading

Retaining Walls  •  Concrete
Reports & Inspections

Since 1983
Lic. #512288

Unique Roof Service

Call Jim 

925-3
03-01

07
Your Satisfaction

is Our Goal

Leak Repairs • Gutter Cleaning • Roof Maintenance

Jim Clemons  -  925-303-0107 -  urservices@sbcglobal.net

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 W ith over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can

 alter or modify  most cabinetry,  while still 

 utilizing your existing cabinetry for: 

 • Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s

 • Oversized, built-in Refrigerators

 • Redesigns/Alterations 

 Thinking about  home, office, entertainment, custom 

cabinetry shelving crown mouldings baseboards

 C abinet  M odifications

 BEFORE

 AFTER

 C abinet  M odifications C abinet  M odifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:

• Large Screen, HD/Plasma TV’s
• Oversized, built-in Refrigerators
• Redesigns/Alterations

Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry,
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels?
We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

Moving with Kids
Ken Ryerson

Ken Ryerson is a local real-
tor with Pacific Union Real
Estate in Orinda.  He is the
father of a 8 year daughter
and 5 year old son (both at-
tending Los Perales Elemen-
tary in Moraga) and is
thankful to have found a
home that he and family will
be able to live in for many
years to come.   If you have
any questions, you can reach
him at 
Ken@RyersonRealty.com or
at 925-878-9685.

Ken Ryerson

SUPER SHARP UNIT - 3 bedrooms and 2.5
baths! Over 1,400sf (300sf larger than other
units in complex currently listed). Fresh paint,
updates in kitchen and baths, Located at the
top of street with views plus Top Rated
Lafayette schools.

3260 Marlene Drive
Lafayette

Offered at $529,000
Bargain price for Moraga condo! Ideal for in-
vestment as rental property or entry-level
home with top-rated schools & outstanding
area. 2 bd, 2 ba, extra storage room, pool &
covered parking. No "owner occupy" restric-
tions here. Call Jim Colhoun at 925 962-6101 

1973 Ascot Court, #B
Moraga

Offered at $324,900
Orinda Woods; experience amazing views
from the front porch. The home features 3+
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2,350sf on a 1/3 acre
lot, new hardwood floors, windows and
built-ins.  Great Interior Colors. Call Deb at
925-381-0325 or

712 Ironbark Ct.
Orinda

Offered at $1,389,000

Well-priced Northgate home with desirable
cul-de sac location plus 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
and over 2,600sf on a single level. Beautiful
backyard with pool, patio and large lawn.
Fabulous Granite kitchen. 
Call Jim at 925-962-6101 or

711 Buckingham Court
Walnut Creek

Offered at $1,049,000
Bank Owned. Excellent price for a 3 bed-
room with large yard! Updated kitchen,
some dual pane windows, 2 car garage.
$2,500 credit to buyer for closing costs!
Call Jennifer at 925-382-7484 or

163 Hookston Road
Pleasant Hill

Offered at $389,900
Spacious, upgraded 4 bd, 2.5 ba, 2,200sf
home on a 3/4 acre lot. Close to down-
town & BART. RV parking, low maint.
grounds, granite counters & gas cook-
top. Call Jennifer at 925-382-7484 or

20 Muth Drive
Orinda

Offered at $1,150,000




