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Gaels Win Big Against the Portland Pilots

By Kevin D. Shallat

he game against the University of Portland

could not have come soon enough for the Saint
Mary’s men’s basketball team Saturday, Feb. 2. After
losing their game against the University of San Diego
on the same day the national rankings came out, the
team was ranked 21st in the ESPN/USA Today poll,
and 20th in the AP poll. The Gaels took out their frus-
trations on the Pilots and won in a calm, cool, and col-
lected manner Saturday night, downing Portland,
86-49.

Saint Mary’s was able to avoid the dreaded trap
game, as Randy Bennett and the Gaels made sure
there was no let-down against a re-building Portland
team. Despite the 37-point win, the game did not turn
into a sloppy blowout. The Gaels looked determined
to finish strong in this game, as they prepare for the
biggest game of the year Monday night, in a nation-
ally televised game against Gonzaga.

“I really believe it’s important to finish games
well, play well, it affects how you play the next
game,” said Bennett. “That’s why I kept bringing
guys back in...I wanted to make sure our guys fin-
ished on a positive when they played.”

The game was not much of a contest from the
opening tip-off. Saint Mary’s jumped out to an early
12-3 lead and never looked back. Portland could not
generate much offense, as they shot a dismal 29 per-
cent in the first half. Ian O’Leary had the hot hand
early, and scored the first five points of the game for
the Gaels. O’Leary finished with a season high 20
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points in 23 minutes, and was perfect from the field
in the second half.

Portland guard Taishi Ito was quick with the
ball, but only one player was able to knock down a
shot for him, and finished with only one assist on the
night. The Pilots were dominated by Saint Mary’s in
the paint, and were outscored by the Gaels 17-0 in
second chance points.

There was one bright spot for Portland Satur-
day night. Redshirt sophomore Nik Raivio, brother of
former Gonzaga star Derek Raivio, scored 18 points
for the Pilots.

Patrick Mills gave the fans a scare in the sec-
ond half when Portland’s big man fell on him. Mills
left the game, only to return later in the second half.
Mills played only 26 minutes in this game, as Bennett
presumably wanted to keep his star point guard
healthy and rested for the Gonzaga game.

Diamon Simpson had a stellar game for the
Gaels, as he connected on six of nine field goals, and
finished with 13 points and 15 rebounds. Omar
Samhan was one rebound away from a double-dou-
ble. He finished the game with 18 points and nine re-
bounds in 23 minutes. Reserve Tron Smith
rebounded from a poor shooting performance in San
Diego to finish with 10 points, and Carlin Hughes
came off the bench and recorded a season high eight
assists in 18 minutes.
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he Saint Mary’s women’s

basketball team came up
short Thursday, Jan. 24 against the
USF Dons in McKeon Pavilion.
After a near deadlock at half, the
Gaels fell behind big to start the
second half. Lauren Shaughnessy
did all she could to bring the
Gaels back, but the rest of the
Gaels were unable to heat up in
time to surpass the Dons. San
Francisco guard Dominique
Carter was on fire, as she torched
the Gaels for 35 points. The Dons
went on to win this one, 80-68.

This game wasn’t as much
about Carter’s 35 points, as it
was more about the off night for
most of the Gaels. However,
Saint Mary’s appeared to be a
deeper team than the Dons, de-
spite the fact that they were still
without leading rebounder Maija
Lahde. The Gaels were also
without guard Serena Benavente,
who was out with an undisclosed
injury. The Saint Mary’s bench
players outscored the Dons 23-6,
but were unable to turn this miss-
match into a victory.
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Saint Mary’s leading scorer
Jontelle Smith was 1-7 from 3-
point range, and had only two
points in the second half, as she
may have been slowed by her re-
cent injury. The Gaels were able
to keep Carter, the WCC'’s lead-
ing scorer, to only 10 points in
the first half, but Shaughnessy
was the only Gael in double fig-
ures in scoring for the first half.
Despite the lack of offense, the
Gaels were able to cling to a one-
point deficit, as they trailed the
Dons 32-31 at halftime.

Shaughnessy was scintillat-

ing in the second half. To
watch her play Thursday night
was worth the price of admis-
sion, as she dribbled around
screens to knock down jumpers
all night long. Shaughnessy fin-
ished with 18 points, five re-
bounds, four assists, and four
steals, in 37 minutes.

The bench players stepped
up for the Gaels in this game, as
Suzie Davis led the reserves with
10 points and four rebounds in 13
minutes of play. Davis hit a

 §
N /A

Wednesday, Febuary 6, 2008

A

Photo Gavin Schlissel

three-pointer to make it a ten
point game with 3:29 to go, and
the Gaels were able to cut the
lead to ten again with 1:28 to
play, but simply ran out of time.

Despite  foul trouble,
Louella Tomlinson put up big
numbers in a short span of time.
Tomlinson finished with 11
points, seven rebounds, and 5
blocks, in only 18 minutes. Tom-
linson’s mind-boggling statistics
are so efficient, it leaves fans
wondering, despite the obvious
foul trouble, why she doesn’t log
more minutes.

When Tomlinson logs big
minutes, the Gaels seem to win.
Tomlinson’s minutes are much
like the Gaels win-loss record, a
bit of a mystery. Saint Mary’s
beat Fresno State, who sits atop
the WAC at 6-0. They also beat
Santa Clara, who up until now,
have only one loss, which was
against the Gaels. However, the
season is still young, and the
Gaels have a chance to get every-
body healthy and hot at the same
time to make a run in the WCC.

Classified

Contra Costa

Adventure Boot Camp

Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Tutor/Educational Coach
Experienced classroom teacher
Tutor grades 2-5 all subjects
Professional/mature/kind

Men’s Tennis vs.
San Francisco
Sunday, Feb. 10 at noon

Will come to your home or meet
at your local library
925.876.2399

Music lessons

Go Gaels! SMC Flute & Piano teacher
Upcoming Sports Events at Classical-jazz - all levels
Saint Mary’s College Women’s Basketball vs. Nika Rejto 925-284-7797
Men’s Basketball vs. Loyola Marymount nikarejto.com
San Francisco Thursday, Fet.).. 14at7p.m. Piano lessons in the comfort of your own home.
McKeon Pavilion

Friday, Feb. 8 at 7:05 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion

Women’s Basketball vs.

Men’s Tennis vs. Utah Pepperdine

Friday, Feb. 8 at 3 p.m.
SMC

Women’s Basketball vs.
Santa Clara
Saturday, Feb. 9 at 7 p.m.

McKeon Pavilion SMC

Saturday, Feb. 16 at 2 p.m.
McKeon Pavilion

Softball vs. Netherlands
National Team
Saturday, Feb. 16 at noon

Exp., prof. teachers. (925)324-4619
All ages & ability levels.
www.88KeysToSuccess.com

For sale

Fire Wood, seasoned Oak Rounds.
2.5 cords U-haul/you split $400,
925-284-2785

Poodle Pups AKC Toys 8wks
Rare Parti-color, 10weeks

2M/1F,

Classified
Classes Offered

Softball vs. Sonoma State
Saturday, Feb. 9 at noon and 2

p.m.
SMC

For information about upcoming season
schedules, visit the official Saint Mary’s
athletics website at www.SMCGaels.com.

shots
$800

925-
376-4779

Classified

Problems with your Computer?
Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet

$60 per Hour
call Joey 925408 1425

GG Home Improvements
Repair, Remodeling & general re-
pairs. 925.787.6234, Local references

Terry's Painting Company
Decks, Fences, Interior, Exterior
Repairs and Pressure Washing
Lic # 851058. bonded.

Call 925-788-1663

T &TPAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Local Tax
Preparation & Planning
Individuals & Small Businesses
HALL OF TAXES, Peggy Hall
EA Enrolled Agent-over 20 yrs exp.

(925) 388-1040

Help wanted

Moraga Town Reporter
Do you have a few hours
available Wednesday evenings?
Attend Moraga City Council
Meetings and write 3-4 articles
per month.

Lamorinda Weekly
925-377-0977 or
info@lamorindaweekly.com

Classified

Absolute Plumbing

For all your plumbing needs
Licensed, insured, bonded
925-465-4223

Myles' Hauling (925)360-2779 Af-
fordable Dependable
Serving Lamorinda for 10 years

Raingutter Cleaning/Window
Washing (925) 210-7400
Raingutter Screening available
Insured, prompt service, free est.

Classified

Classified

Serwces

,ﬁ\Semor
elpers”

Caring Jn- }{wﬂz Compartions
Pre-screened caregivers to help

seniors remain independent in
their own homes: errands, meal
prep., housekeeping, bathing,
medication reminders etc.

Call for free assessment.
925-376-8000

510-228-7366
www.feraru.us
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BATH REMODELING
ADDITIONS

EARTHQUAQE RETROFITING, DECKS,
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, FENCES,
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Slide repair, retainings walls
additions, stone work, decks etc.
Gen. Contractor, Lic #613717
Serving the Lamorinda Area for
25 years, call 254-1494

E KITCHEN AND

Designer Gardens

Land Art Design & Build
Fences, Decks and Drainage
Lic. #C-27 715459 & Bonded
925-766-3738

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendly service and
remarkable results!

(Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

Gutters and Roofs cleared
Fall yard cleanup, leafs raked, gar-
den projects and maintenance
Orinda resident, references. Charles
925.254.5533 or 925.528.9385

(techm@ mg Y

Alison C.
ince 1985 Bouchard, Owner
“A High-tech Brain with the
Patience of a Mother”

PCTroubleshooting * Maintenance © Training
Repair © Installation © Advice

Hardware ¢ Software

\_ Phone: 925-377-7711

Affordable Classified ads. Submit online:

http://www.lamorindaweekly.com
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