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Great Defense Can’t Save Cougars from Defeat

By Steven Johns

Alex Mangels (21)

n Wednesday, Jan. 30 the

Las Lomas Knights took
the pitch against the Cam-
polindo Cougars — a match that
helped define the elite teams in
the Diablo Foothill Athletic
League. After a scoreless first
half, the Knights went on to
beat the Cougars 2-0 on the
cold night.

With a temperature of 43
degrees at the start of the
match, the Cougars and the
Knights battled back a forth in
the first half. With both de-
fenses not backing down, the
first 40 minutes demonstrated
the great defensive abilities of
both teams.

With 21 minutes and 20
seconds left in the first half
senior Ryan Kimura made a
key block to keep the match
tied at 0-0. The Cougars al-
most took a 1-0 lead when sen-
ior Parker Wells had a clear
shot at goal with only 2 min-
utes and 35 seconds left in the
first half. The shot went high,
and the Knights avoided giving
up a goal at the end of the half.

The second half started
off much like the first. Good
defenses prevailed over the of-
fenses and the score remained
0-0 for a while. With both
goalkeepers making save after
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Jason Kimura (19)

Alika Okamitsu (16), Angelo Braun (28)
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save, the game looked to stay
tied at 0-0.

The turning point in the
game was when the Las Lomas
Knights had a corner kick with
26 minutes and 30 seconds left
in the game. A quick pass and a
beautiful shot put the Knights
on top 1-0.

From this point on the
Knights dominated the rest of
the game. The Cougar offense
could not get anything going
and the Las Lomas offense
could not be stopped. After an-
other terrific goal the match
was all but over with only 9
minutes left.

While the Knights played
very well, they had a distinct
advantage. The Cougars were
missing six starters. Five of the
six missing players were
singing in a school choir con-
cert. Of the five in choir in-
cluded the starting goalkeeper
Noel Raine, who has had seven
shutouts this season. Even
more crippling than the five
choir members was the ab-
sence of the team’s leading
scorer, senior Georgio Tavec-
chio. Tavecchio is out with an
injured knee.

“We played well with
what we had” stated senior
Philip Choy. “Having three
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other players besides the 11 on
the field for a game does not
give you very many options.”
By the end of the game the
starters were beginning to be-
come tired, but had to continue
due to the lack of substitutes.

This big victory for Las
Lomas gives them a chance to
finish first in DFAL. Now they
find themselves only 2.5
games behind the Miramonte
Matadors. With three games
left the Knights have a slight
chance to reach first.

The Cougars are also 2.5
games back with three games
left but are in fourth in DFAL.
To finish first the Cougars
would need some help from
the three teams ahead of them.
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New Men’s Basketball Program
Kicks oft at Joaquin Moraga

By Jennifer Wake

layers from throughout

Lamorinda met at Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate on Jan.
19 to kick off the start of the
new Men’s Basketball Pro-
gram. Sponsored by the Town
of Moraga, the program is
open on Saturdays from 7 to 10
p.m. for local residents ages 18
and older.

Currently an open gym
format, the Men’s Basketball
Director Gerald De Venuta
hopes to build the program into
a year-round league and ex-
pand the age categories to in-
clude a 35 and older group.

Nearly 15 players showed
up on the first night of play,

and De Venuta expects the
numbers to increase as word
spreads about the program.
“We’re averaging about 12 to
15 players on the weekends,”
he said. “January is a tough
month. It’s raining, people are
working extra hours. In
March, hopefully we’ll add
Thursday nights, too.”

De Venuta has overseen
similar programs in other cities
and states for the past eight
years, running a successful
basketball program for the past
five years in New Jersey.

Although the program
has no various competitive lev-
els, De Venuta plans to build

the program to be more com-
petitive, including playoffs
once they start a league. For
now, anybody 18 and older can
play.

“Right now, it’s just about
everybody coming out and
having fun,” he said.

Cost to play is $5 per
player/per night. Starting the
week of March 10, Moraga
will begin its first official
Spring Men’s 5-on-5 League.

For more information,
you can contact De Venuta at
(925) 817-8429 or the Moraga
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment at (925) 888-7045.
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Campo Moves Ahead
Against Minutemen

By Conrad Bassett

fter their double-digit win

over a tough Miramonte
game earlier in the week, the
Campolindo boy's basketball
team was very wary of a let-
down . . . something they could
ill-afford against a solid Con-
cord High School team that
had not lost a game by more
than seven points all year and
sported a 14-6 record.

For one period, the Min-

utemen held their own
against the Cougars before ul-
timately falling 71-50. Con-
cord (14-7, 3-6 DFAL) scored
first and led by 7-6 before
Campolindo (15-6, 8-1 DFAL)
pulled ahead on the first of four
Will Shields three-pointers and
were never headed again
though Concord did have it
tied at 14 after the first.

In the second, Campo
outscored Concord 22-13 be-
hind Jack Trotter who scored
13 of his game high 25 points.
Tre Demps scored seven in the
period to keep Concord within
striking distance.

Concord's Andrew Corby
opened the 2nd half with a bas-
ket and the lead was seven but
Shields then hit back-to-back
threes and Chris Dyer scored
twice to lead the Cougars 17-2
run that eventually led to a 59-
40 lead after three periods.
Jamie Fox, Tom Wraith, and
Pat Wirth all scored three
points in the period.

In the final stanza, the
Cougars maintained their lead
with Brian Sanders scoring
twice from the field and Dyer
added a three.

Trotter finished with an-
other  double-double and
Shields and Dyer each added
15. Dyer added six assists.

Our website now features a search engine that
you can use to search for stories from our first
issue forward. Try it! Type in a friend’s name

and you might be surprised by the result!
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® Insurance Work Specialists
® Auto Body & Paint

® Free Estimates

o Paintless Dent Repair

Mon-Fri 7.30 am - 5:30pm ¢ Sat9am-1pm
COLLISION & DETAIL CENTER

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL ADVISORS FOR 75 YEARS

Sieo

Concord

827-4848

Lafayette

283-2160

i

-3

3331 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Across from Big “0” Tires

1160 Erickson Rd.
Off Monument Blvd.
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www.professionalautomotive.net
Under New Ownership

Are You Paying Too Much for Your Tires?

- Tire Replacement
- Tire Service
- Nitrogen Tire Inflation

GREEN BUSINESS
PROGRAM

- Computerized Digital Alignment

- Complete General Repair and Lubrication Services

- Rental Cars available

63 Orinda Way, Orinda

925-254-8989
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Auto Repair

Professional Service at Your Convenience






