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Carlin Hughes (3), Patrick Mills (13)

he Gaels were riding a

high from both their suc-
cess on the court, and from all
of the national and interna-
tional media coverage this sea-
son. That high would quickly
fade, as Kent State came into
town to play in the ESPN
Bracketbuster game on Satur-
day, Feb. 23. The Golden
Flashes flexed their muscles
and powered their way to an
impressive 65-57 win over
Saint Mary’s in a raucous
McKeon Pavilion.

Kent State held on to their
first place standing in the Mid-
American Conference, but
needed the win against the
Gaels to solidify their chances
of making the NCAA tourna-
ment.  With the win, the
Golden Flashes were able to

make it to the top 25, with the
Gaels holding the 23rd spot in
the ESPN/USA Today poll,
and the 25th spot in the AP
poll.

Kent State won their last
five games before coming to
Moraga, and they are just one
of five teams to win 20 games
in each of the past 10 seasons.
However, the Golden Flashes
have a couple of bad losses this
year as well. They lost to a De-
troit Titans squad that is strug-
gling, and also lost to Ohio, a
team the Gaels beat in Hawaii.

Samhan and [an O’Leary
had the first few points of the
game, as the Gaels tried to
force the ball down low, due to
a strong perimeter defense by
Kent State. Diamon Simpson
was a beast for Saint Mary’s,
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as he and O’Leary single hand-
edly kept the Gaels in the
game. Simpson had a double-
double in the first half alone,
but the wheels appeared to
come off for the Gaels after
Samhan dislocated his shoul-
der with 6:16 to go in the first
half. Despite Kent State’s
lockdown perimeter defense,
Saint Mary’s would hang on to
a two-point lead at half, lead-
ing the Golden Flashes 28-26.

The Gaels led the Flashes
in second chance points in the
first half, but Saint Mary’s
would run out of second
chances in this contest, as in-
juries, turnovers, and poor
free-throw shooting would
eventually doom the Gaels.
Lucas Walker came into the
game to replace Samhan, but
as luck would have it, Walker
would also suffer a shoulder
injury. Simpson recorded a
monster game with 24 points,
15 rebounds, four assists, three
steals, and three blocks, but
was the only Gael to finish in
double figures. O’Leary was
the only other player to come
close, as he finished with eight
points and nine rebounds.
Kent State was able to boast a
nine point second half come-
back, thanks to their defense,
which gave up only five points
to Patrick Mills on the night.
Saint Mary’s was able to cling
to a one-point lead with four
minutes to go, but Kent State’s
defense proved too much for
the Gaels down the stretch, as
the Golden Flashes secured an
8-point victory.

Saint Mary’s Falls To Gonzaga:
Prepares For WCC Tournament
By Kevin D. Shallat
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Players left to right: Serena Benavente (20) and Lauren Shaughnessy (11)

he Saint Mary’s women’s

basketball team hosted
the Gonzaga Bulldogs for their
final game of the season Satur-
day, March 1. After falling be-
hind Gonzaga big in the first
half, the Gaels were able to put
together an impressive second
half to give Gonzaga a scare,
but ultimately lost this game,
79-63.

Gonzaga claimed the reg-
ular season WCC title, with a
13-1 record, and the Gaels fin-
ished fourth, with a record of 6-
8. However, the season is not
over for the Gaels, as they have
a good shot to do some damage
in the West Coast Conference
tournament.

Saturday marked the an-
nual senior day, which honors
the players who compete in the
last home game of their colle-
giate careers. Saint Mary’s
honored Lauren Shaughnessy
and Serena Benavente in a pre-
game ceremony.

The two guards will be
missed next year, but the Gaels
received some good news in re-
gards to one of their veteran
players. Maija Lahde has de-
cided to return next year to play
another year for the Gaels, as
she only participated in 23 per-
cent of the games this year. The
NCAA allows players to play
another year by taking a med-
ical red-shirt if a player partici-
pates in less then 30 percent of
the total games in a season, due
to injury.

It was fitting that the two
seniors recorded the first two

points of the game for the
Gaels. Unfortunately, shots
would be hard to come by for
the Gaels. Saint Mary’s shot 20
percent from the field, and 16
percent from three-point range
in the first half. Benavente did
all she could in the first half,
scoring 10 points in 13 minutes,
but Gonzaga would always an-
swer right back. The Bulldogs
seemed to score on every pos-
session, and the Gaels looked to
merely survive, as they trailed
the Bulldogs 51-23 at halftime.

The Gaels came out in the
second half looking like a dif-
ferent team. Saint Mary’s im-
proved their shooting and their
defense in the sec-
ond half.  Their
field goal percent-
age shot up to 37
percent, and their
three-point shoot-
ing soared to 38
percent. On de-
fense, the Gaels
blocked three shots
and recorded five
steals in the second
period as well.
They also allowed
23 points less in the
second half, as the
Bulldogs only
scored 28 total
points in the second
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with six assists and four steals.
Saint Mary’s went on to lose
this match, but not before a few
records were set by the Gaels.

Louella Tomlinson added
to her block total, as she fin-
ished with four blocks in 18
minutes. Tomlinson has broken
every Saint Mary’s block
record in one season. Jontelle
Smith also set a record in this
game, as she tied the record for
three-pointers in a season for
Saint Mary’s, finishing the sea-
son with 91. The Gaels will

play Loyola Marymount next in
the WCC tournament, which
begins on March 6.
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finished the game

Go Gaels!
Upcoming Sports Events at
Saint Mary’s College

Baseball vs. Stanford
Wednesday, March 5 at 2 p.m.
Louis Guisto Field

Softball vs. North Dakota State
Wednesday, March 5 at 1 p.m.
and 3 p.m.

SMC

Women’s Lacrosse vs.
Fairfield

Wednesday, March 5 at 3:30
p.m.

Saint Mary’s Stadium

Men’s Tennis vs.
Sacramento State
Saturday, March 8 at noon
SMC

Men’s Tennis vs. Penn
Monday, March 10 at 3 p.m.
SMC

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Temple
Tuesday, March 11 at 3:30
p.m.

Saint Mary’s Stadium

Men’s Tennis vs.
Texas-San Antonio

Friday, March 14 at 3 p.m.
SMC

For information about upcoming season
schedules, visit the official Saint Mary’s
athletics website at www.SMCGaels.com.

Send sports stories
and ideas to:

sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

or call 925-377-0977

Classified

Classes Offered

Contra Costa

Adventure Boot Camp

Get fit in these Fun, Fast
Paced, One hour, Outdoor
Classes for Adults. All fitness
levels. Early morning classes
available. You know you want
it! 925-457-4587,
www.ContraCostaBootCamp.com

Tutor/Educational Coach
Experienced classroom teacher
Tutor grades 2-5 all subjects
Professional/mature/kind

Will come to your home or meet
at your local library
925.876.2399

TUTOR-English, Reading, Social
Studies. Former English/reading
teacher. Help for middle school
students. 925-708-7416

Music lessons

Flute & Piano teacher
Classical-jazz - all levels
Nika Rejto 925-284-7797
nikarejto.com

Piano lessons in the comfort of your own home.
Exp., prof. teachers. (925)324-4619
All ages & ability levels.
www.88KeysToSuccess.com

Shared housing

$700 + util - Large Bedroom in
Moraga for Rent. Share with
3 mature adults. Avail.immediatly
mcedgemon@hotmail.com

Classified

Classified

Child care

Family child care. 0-5yrs.
license# 073406120
call (925)-377-0210

Serwces

,ﬂ\Sc’/ﬂor
elpers”

Caring Jn- }{am Companions
Pre-screened caregivers to help

seniors remain independent in
their own homes: errands, meal
prep., housekeeping, bathing,
medication reminders etc.

Call for free assessment.
925-376-8000

ELIZABETH of ORINDA * REIKI
Experience the Hands-on Calming,
Healing, Tranquility of Mind & Body
One hour treatment in the
comfort of your home or office
Call 925-998-5545 for an
appointment

Problems with your Computer?
Previous IBM Helpdesk Experience
software, hardware, internet

$60 per Hour
call Joey 925408 1425

Local Tax
Preparation & Planning
Individuals & Small Businesses
HALL OF TAXES, Peggy Hall
EA Enrolled Agent-over 20 yrs exp.

(925) 388-1040
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Classified

Classified

Services Services

T &T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

510-228-7366

www.feraru.us

FERARU&

ASSOCIATES

BATH REMODELING

E KITCHEN AND
ADDITIONS

EARTHQUAQE RETROFITING, DECKS,
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, FENCES,
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Slide repair, retainings walls
additions, stone work, decks etc.
Gen. Contractor, Lic #613717
Serving the Lamorinda Area for
25 years, call 254-1494

Designer Gardens

Land Art Design & Build
Fences, Decks and Drainage
Lic. #C-27 715459 & Bonded
925-766-3738

Terry's Painting Company
Decks, Fences, Interior, Exterior
Repairs and Pressure Washing
Lic # 851058. bonded.

Call 925-788-1663

GG Home Improvements
Repair, Remodeling & general re-
pairs. 925.787.6234, Local references

Absolute Plumbing

For all your plumbing needs
Licensed, insured, bonded
925-465-4223

Raingutter Cleaning/Window
Washing (925) 210-7400
Raingutter Screening available
Insured, prompt service, free est.

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendly service and
remarkable results!

(Gutter & Pressure Washing)
www.ReliableWindowService.com
(925) 254-7622

Gutters and Roofs cleared
Fall yard cleanup, leafs raked, gar-
den projects and maintenance
Orinda resident, references. Charles
925.254.5533 or 925.528.9385
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