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Jewelry gone at J.M., 2/25/08  A con-
cerned mom called in to report her daugh-
ter’s brand new Tiffany bracelet and
necklace were stolen out of her P.E.
locker.  Daughter had just received the
items for her birthday the week before.

Danger to self, 2/24/08  Officers re-
sponded to Ascot Drive to contact a 19-
year old female who ingested an
overdose of over the counter medica-
tion due to depression.  It was deter-
mined that she was a danger to herself.
She was taken to Contra Costa Re-
gional Medical Center where she was
placed on a mental health hold.

Nearly naked jogger, 2/23/08  At approx-
imately 5:15 in the morning a motorist
observed a 25-year-old male running on
St. Mary’s Road just north of Moraga
Road wearing only boxer shorts.  He ap-
peared to wave at cars as he ran by.  On
this particular day the temperature was 37
at that hour in the morning.  Subject ran
away before officers could locate him.  

Paintball attack, 2/23/08  A Warfield
Drive resident called police to com-
plain about an unknown suspect driv-
ing a dark colored sedan who peppered
his driveway with paint balls.  The
newly painted homeowner has no idea
who would do this.
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Disposition of Evidence
Moraga Police Dept. no longer
needs property related to case
07-1203 for evidentiary purposes.
All evidence is going to be
disposed of. If you are involved in
the case and have ownership of
items involved please contact the
Moraga Police Dept. Property Officer
Heather Pomeroy at 925-888-7055
Ext. 7173. All Evidence will be
destroyed after March 30, 2008.

Liaison 8:00am
Fire Station
1280 Moraga Way

City Council 7:30pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
1010 Camino Pablo

Town of Moraga online:
http://www.ci.moraga.ca.us
for: • all meeting notes

• calendar updates

Wednesday, March 12

Planning Comm. 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, March 17
Design Review 7:30pm
Hacienda, La Sala Room
2100 Donald Drive

Monday, March 10

Park & Rec 7:30pm
Hacienda, Mosaic Room
2100 Donald Drive

Tuesday, March 18

Friday, March 14

The Right Lender to KnowTM

Gordon Steele
Moraga

“My clients keep coming back because they
know I’ll find the best loan program for them 
every time.”

Gordon Steele, Mortgage Consultant

www.rpm-mortgage.com/gsteele

925-627-7109

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

Developer’s Initiative 
Will Wait For November Ballot
By Sophie Braccini

On February 27th, the Mor-
aga Town Council decided

in a 4 to 1 vote not to put the ini-
tiative known as MOSPRO on the
June ballot, postponing it until the
General Election in November.
The decision was based on the
Councils’ intent to deliver a clear,
accurate and meaningful sum-
mary of the initiative to the Mor-
aga electorate.  Supporters of the
initiative said the deferral was
driven purely by political reasons.

The initiative, commonly
known as MOSPRO or the Bruz-
zone Initiative, was re-titled by
Town of Moraga staff as the
“Moraga Initiative Expanding
Open Space and Residential Land
Use Designations and Adopting a
Development Agreement.” The
County Clerk certified the signa-
tures that make the initiative eli-
gible.  The Council had the choice
to either order the Initiative to a
June ballot by the March 7th
deadline, or wait the 30 days al-
lowed by the Election Code to re-
ceive an impact report from staff.  

The first option wouldn’t
have prevented the Council from
ordering a full report,  however
staff brought up other deadlines
that caused concerns.  The ballot
documents that will be mailed to
all voters will include an impartial
500 words analysis from the
Town’s attorney.  The deadline for
submitting that study for a June
ballot is March 14th.  Doubts
were raised as to whether twelve
working days would be sufficient
time for staff to develop a full re-
port on all of the requested items. 

Supporters of the initiative
didn’t share that concern, arguing
that one quarter of the Town’s
electorate had signed to have it on
the June ballot.  Councilmember
Bird supported that view point,
“Staff can provide a factual study
that would be ready in time to be
included in the voter pamphlet,”
urged Bird.  “The people of Mor-
aga are highly educated.  We need
to trust them to think for them-
selves and make an informed de-
cision,” she continued.

About two-thirds of the
forty or so citizens who spoke that
night had a different perspective.
“I’ve never seen such a complex
initiative,” said Leland Nelson,
who sat on  Moraga’s first Plan-
ning Commission. 

“The initiative contains a
contract that will freeze many
things for twenty five years,”
stated another resident, “there is

no rush putting it on the ballot
right now without due considera-
tion.”  

The complexity of the mat-
ter was illustrated by the battle be-
tween the lawyers for the
opposing sides.  As the Town’s
Legal Council summarized it, “I
have a lot of respect for both par-
ties, but when one tells me there
is no problem and the other one
says the document is illegal, I sus-
pect it will take a very serious
study to form an impartial opin-
ion.”  

Some supporters of the Ini-
tiative resorted to a personal at-
tack against  Mayor
Deschambault.  She was chal-
lenged about a declaration she
made in December supporting the
MOSO 2008 initiative. 

"Yes, I supported that meas-
ure last year," responded De-
schambault, "it was at a time
when there was no indication that
another initiative would be sub-
mitted to voters.” She supported
postponing the inclusion of the
initiative to November in order to
make sure that voters would get
an accurate and complete set of
information, “with a full and
meaningful report, the electorate
will be better informed.  It’s un-
fortunate that this initiative was
not submitted in time for the com-
plete process to take place before
the deadline.”  

Vice-Mayor Dave Trotter
had made his position very clear
since the beginning of the debate:
“We need to provide leadership,”
stated Trotter, “which means to
act in the best interest of the Town
as a whole.  There is no need to
rush, true democracy happens
when people make informed de-
cisions.” 

Councilmember Ken Chew
saw no compelling reason to put
this initiative on the fast track.
"Council needs to make sure that
the voters are thoroughly in-
formed,” he said. “Voters should
be given the opportunity to con-
trast the two initiatives and decide
which one to vote for on Election
Day," added Chew, referring to
the other potential initiative,
MOSO 2008.  

That was something Coun-
cilmember Bird couldn’t agree
with, insisting, “It is not our job to
level the playing field for some
other potential initiative that has
yet to be submitted.” 

The Future of  the Hacienda Still Uncertain
By Sophie Braccini

The Hacienda De Las Flores
is Moraga’s most pictur-

esque public building.  A popular
place for weddings, it also
houses classes organized by the
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and group meetings.  Until
recently, most of Town’s staff
had their offices there.  But the
building is old, it needs repair

and refurbishing, and carries an
operational deficit of a quarter of
a million dollars per year.  The
task at hand is dual: raise rev-
enue for better balancing the
budget and find capital for re-
pairs and restoration.

The Town Council ap-
pointed a Hacienda Committee
in 2005 to propose solutions.  On

February 27th, that Committee
presented its report to the Coun-
cil, along with a consultant who
worked on a business plan to de-
velop the Hacienda’s revenue.
During its operations, the Com-
mittee had recommended the
creation of a Foundation to raise
some of the $1.2 million that is
needed to repair the Hacienda. 

The Foundation is now in-
corporated and has begun its
fundraising efforts.  Margaret
DePriester, who is a member of
the Committee and the Founda-
tion, addressed the Council: “We
need more guidance from the
Town,” she said. “We recom-
mend a general survey of the
population to understand what
the people want from this build-
ing.  Some of our residents don’t
even know it exists.”  

... continued on page 12

across the way...
a unique lifestyle store   

(925) 376-3600 ext. 3  •  1480 G Moraga Road
Moraga Shopping Center

(across from Moraga Hardware & Lumber)
Shop Moraga First  •  Support your locally owned & operated businesses

Pre-Season Sale
BarlowTyrie teak &

KNF mosaic garden furniture
30% OFF in stock

20% OFF special orders

Sale ends March 9th

Shop early 
for best selection

ORINDA •  MORAGA •  LAFAYETTE

(925)254-3030      www.orinda.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

ELENA HOOD

Two Extraordinary Lamorinda Homes!

36 Linda Vista , Or inda
Charming French provincial style home located in the heart of the Orinda Country Club.  

Completely remodeled, over 3000 sq ft, 5 Br, 5.5 Ba, including detached guest house.  
Fabulous views!   

Offered at $1,499,000    w w w.36LindaVista.com

3388 L as Huertas road, L afayette
Location, Location, Location!  Close to downtown Lafayette and the trail.  Fabulous level 

property, over 3400 sq ft, 5 Br, 3.5 Ba, including a charming detached cottage.
  Offered at $1,795,000         www.3388LasHuertas.com

Open Sunday 1-4

The Market is Changing... 
Its more important than ever to work with an experienced 

 top producer!  Call us if you’re thinking of a move! 

Open Sunday 1-4Open Sunday 1-4




